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Folksworth, a village that 
almost seems to cower just a 
mile away from the noise of 
the busy Great North Road 
that divides it from the city of 
Peterborough. 


Although divided it has had a 
fantastic part to play in 
ensuring that the 
Peterborough name has been 
established firmly on the 
worldwide map of country 
music, and laid the 
foundations for the city’s 
claims to the title of Music 
City UK. 


For it is from the unlikely 
outward setting of the 
Folksworth Manor that the 
idea was conceived and the 
continuing organisation 
comes for the annual 
Peterborough Festival Of 
Country Music. 


Sheltered behind a pair of 
‘Elvis Presley’ style gates the 
Manor is home, office and 
workshop to Jed Ford, 
mastermind of the 
Peterborough concept. 


It is from this pleasant rural 
setting that the whole weight 
of the organisational 
responsibility for the gigantic 
spectacular is carried bya 
permanent staff of just three. 


But these are no three 
ordinary people — ordinary 
people would not still be able 
to joke about the burdens and 
hassles that are part and 
parcel of the everyday 
environment, and find time in 
their twenty-five-hour-day, 
eight-day-week schedule to 
talk about the festival in such 
animated and glowing terms 
and more importantly ply this 
reporter with sustinence and 
inumerable cups of tea and 
coffee. 


Jed is backed up by two highly 
efficient and self motivated 
ladies. Wendy Lane has been 
with the organisation since its 
inception and apart from being 
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the most attractive Festival 
organiser you will come across 
in a long day’s march, is also 
one of the most efficient in the 
business. 


Jane Browse, completes the 
trio and apart from many other 
duties acts as the 
organisation’s memory, 
encompassing a staggering 
amount of facts and figures at 
her fingertips. The same 
fingers operate the 
sophisticated Beam word 
processor, without which, 
according to all three 
participants, the organisation 
would cease to function. 


The machine has been 
installed on indefinite loan by 
the Beam company and allows 
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Festival Is Organised 


In Best Possible Manor 
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the festival to keep up its ever 
increasing task of telling the 
world about the delights of the 
event. Latest recipients of its 
work have been over 1,000 
Bus companies throughout 
the UK with details of facilities 
for coach parties. All of which 
adds up to an astronomical 
postage bill, said to amount to 
£1,000 in a single heavy week. 


The offices are the scene of 
organised clutter, the kind that 
marks a thriving enterprise. 
The crew scorn the clear tops 
of the executive styled 
furniture from the glossy 
brochures — this is a place of 
work and a few hours spent 
there forcibly underlines the 
fact. 

Phones ring incessantly, 
contracts are made, enquiries 
are answered, deals are struck 
and problems are solved and 
all the while Jed has an ear 
cocked to the local radio 
station that is playing 

in the background listening 
for a Peterborough 


We were never in doubt they were LADIES. even if they did turn the hosepipe on 
C.M.R.U. lensman Peter Gwilt. Jacqui Lane and Gillian Hope lend a hand at Folksworth 
with a clean up operation on the signs. 


Keyboard ace — Jane Browse at the console of the Beam word processor - lynch pin of the Folksworth planning. 


Festival commercial that 
somehow appears to have 
been left out of the 
programming schedules. 


The place is stacked with 
posters, press releases, 
handbills, entry forms for 
competitions and paperwork 
that stretches as far as the eye 


Wendy Lane — efficiency with a smile - the hallmark of the Peterborough operation. 
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can see, but seemingly order is 
established in this scene of 
apparent chaos and the show 
most definitely goes on. .... 


Jane tells me that the first 
ticket applications came in as 
far away as last January, well 
before even an artist had been 
signed to appear, such is the 
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appeal of the festival and the 
underlying faith of the fans. 

It is the measure of the 
approach to the direction of 
the event that helps to retain 
the friendly family atmosphere 
that is the source of the infinite 
appeal to the fans. 
Peterborough is unique in this 
respect. and I, for one, hope it 
never loses its homely aspect. 
I’m certainly not alone in this 
respect. 
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C.M.R.U's Keith Newton steals a minute between the phone calls to get Jed Ford's views on the way things are shaping up. 


A mum in her forties seems an 
unlikely candidate for the title 
of ‘Queen of the Road’ but 
Sheila Tracy is now cast in that 
role as the presenter of the 
highly popular Truckers Hour 
on her late night/early 
morning Radio Two stint. 


She is known affectionately as 
‘Tiger Tim’ (her CB handle) by 


truckers throughout the nation 
who tune in to the truckin’ and 
country programme. 


It is appropriate that she will 
be presenting the Sunday 
entertainment at 
Peterborough because, with 
the involvement of Mercedes- 
Benz and the presence of 
Dave Dudley, the day will 
have a decided leaning 


towards Truckin’ styles. 


Other comperes signed up for 
the festival will include the 
irrepressable Snuffy Garrett, 
who leaves his strip cartoon to 
link the opening show. Mick 
Smith of Radio’s Lincoln and 
Leicester has a similar task on 
Saturday and Larry Adams of 
Radio Medway comes in on 
the Monday programmes. 


Truck-driving and country 
music is the theme for the 
Peterborough festival 
songwriting competition this 
year. 


The involvement of Mercedes- 
Benz made this an inevitable 
choice and the contest is open 
to amateur and professionals 
alike. 

The ideal entry should concern 
itself with the world of trucking 


and if it has a UK basis — so 
much the better. 


First prize will be an Aria 
Jumbo Guitar, worth over 
£300, a publishing contract 
with Pixie Music anda 
guaranteed televised 
performance of the winning 
song, performed by 
professional artists at the 
festival. Second prize will be a 
Sirtel Cobra 40-Channel CB 


Radio and the third a selection 
of country albums. There is 
also the possibility that the 
winner will be offered a 
recording contract by Buffalo 
Records. 


Closing date is August 15th 
and entry forms are obtainable 
from the Peterborough 
Festival of Country Music, 
Folksworth, Peterborough, 
telephone (0733) 241789. 
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THE sponsorship of the 
Peterborough Country Music 
Festival by the giant 
Mercedes-Benz Truck Division 
and their intention to exhibit 
some of their “eighteen 
wheelers” on the Nene 
embankment site gives the 
affair an obvious “truckin’” 
atmosphere. 


It is very appropriate therefore 
that the festival directors have 
gone after the best known star 
in the truck-driving song 
stakes, Dave Dudley, who 
made his name and 
established his credentials 


Dave Dudley 


with the recording in the early 
sixties of what has become the 
truckers anthem “Six Days On 
The Road”’. He is the first of a 
trio of Grand Ole Opry 
members who have been 
signed to make personal 
appearances and heads up the 
Sunday afternoon show. 


The evening of the same day 
sees a return to these shores for 
Stonewall Jackson after a 
Wembley showing a couple of 
years back. No doubt 
“Waterloo” will figure high in 
the requests that will be 
received from the North 


Ferlin Husky 


Carolina artist’s many UK 
fans. 


The last of the Opry stars is 
placed on the Monday 
afternoon session. Ferlin 
Husky singer/guitarist! 
songwriter and funny man will 
bring his immense talents and 
that of alter ego Simon Crum 
toa very strong bill that should 
ensure the supertent is bulging 
at the seams. 


Stonewall Jackson 


Other stateside visitors will 
include Claire Courtney and 
Jimmy Lawton both making a 
speedy return to the event and 
Bill Abner who comes in for an 
initial appearance as does 
gospel artist Jerry Arhelger 
who gained a fair measure of 
success when backed by 
Barbary Coast at Wembley’s 
International Gospel Show this 
Easter. 


2 GREAT 
ISSUES 


at PETERBOROUGH Pick up 


€ see 
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THE BEST REVIEW OF THE 
PETERBOROUGH 
FESTIVAL 


words by Keith Newton 
Pictures by Peter Gwilt 
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October Round Up 
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There is quite an interesting 
line-up of artists set to play the 
festival for the first time. They 
represent a wide variety of 
styles and should provide 
something to suit most tastes. 


Bob McKinlay with Dixie 
Fried need little introduction 
to northern and midland fans 
but visitors from the south will 
perhaps be getting their first 
taste of his entertaining act. A 
situation that will be entirely 
reversed for southern band 
George Moody and The 
Country Squires. 


Surprisingly. crowd-pleasing 
Canadian Gordie West has 
waited until the third time 
around to get aboard the 
Peterborough spectacular. 


Sandi Hart. Scotland’s Queen 
of Country Music, with her 
excellent backing band Levi 
has the style of act tailor- 
made for Peterborough and is 
sure to succeed, as are 
Desperate Dan who, the name 
apart, have impressed me on 
a very short acquaintance. 


The entertaining Moat 
Brothers, to the best of my 
recollection, the first North 


East band to appear on the 
festival will almost certainly 
open the door for others from 
that neck of the woods. Patsy 
Peters is well placed in an 
evening slot to make the most 
of her rather individual styling 
and Marv Miller and Pennine 


Express will provide a 
contrast in the afternoon. 
Chuck Fowler Band will 
explode onto the Saturday 
scene along with the 
intriguingly-named Budgie 
Coleman & The Country 
Gentlemen. 
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Banbury based Vision with 
some recent award winning 
and recording success behind 
them are featured and other 
first timers include Four Wheel 
Drive, Rodeo Times, Daphne 
and Southern Sunshine, Out 
On Bail and Wildwood. 


Moat Brothers Country Band 
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Pop artists have not asa 
general rule managed to win 
over the rapidly-developing 
collective mentality of the 
Peterborough Festival 
audiences who prefer their 
heroes to come with solid 
country pedigrees. 


This year may see a couple of 
exceptions with the work of 
Joe Brown and Tammy Jones. 


Tammy a former top twenty 
hit-maker took a Wembley 
Conference Centre audience 
by storm at this year’s Best of 
British show with a well 
constructed country set, and I 
fancy the Welsh lass who has 
turned her attention 


One of the fastest growing 
features of the Peterborough 
Festival scene is the numbers 
taking advantage of the 
excellent camping and 
caravaning facilities on the ten 
acre site reserved for tents and 
trailers just 150 yards away 
from the main area of activity. 
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exclusively to the music will 
do the same here. 


In June she was highly 
successful at the International 
Fan Club Organisation 
(IFCO) Dinner Show in 
Nashville and a team from 
ITV’s Channel 4 recorded the 
show for viewing when they 
take the air in the autumn. 


Joe Brown although most of 
his best work is in the rock/ 
pop field is capable of a fast 
moving country presentation 
that you will need to attend 
the opening show to 
appreciate. With the Bruvvers 
he will bring the first day’s 
events to a climax. 


There are all facilities on hand 
with an amenities block 
containing toilets (including 
disabled), hot and cold 
showers and handbasins. 


Daily deliveries of bread, milk 
and calor gas are a feature and 
shops are close at hand for any 
other requirements including 
the newly opened Queensgate 
precinct. 


The site is supervised day and 
night and the ever present 

‘Frank’ ison hand to provide 
any informtion you may need. 


Sites cost just £1.50 per night 


per unit or if you purchase four 


or more 4-day festival tickets 
they come entirely free — it 
has to be the bargain of the 
year. 


It’s Hat Tricks 
For Festival Favourites 
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How many remember that it 
was the London based 
Muskrats who were 
Peterborough’s first ever act 
— they provided the bright 
opening in 1980. 


Since then, arguably one of 
Britain’s best all round country 
bands have re-appeared last 
year and are set to record a hat 
trick at this years happening. 


Others making it a straight 
three in a row include: 


@ Barbary Coast, this time 
without Frank Ifield will be 
able to press their redoubtable 
claims to recognition among 
the top liners in their own right 
on Monday night. 


@ Snuffy Garrett’s comedy, 
vocal and instrumental talent 
have been an appreciated 
feature of the two previous 
affairs — so much so that he 
returns, this time, charged 
with cementing the first night 
together as compere. 


@® Ken Harris’ claims to the 
affections of fans through the 
nation are recognised with a 
third appearance. He takes his 
place with the Playboys on the 
Sunday evening segment. 


@ Hickory Lake have 
undergone a number of 
personnel changes since their 
first appearance in the big top, 
on Monday afternoon they 
make it a triple. 


® Difficult to envisage a 

festival bill anywhere without 
the presence of Mustang, and 
Peterborough has taken that 


As well as the two main country 
centres the Peterborough 
Festival will continue to prove 
that the continent provides 
talent of a very high order. 


The events second day will 
herald a positive invasion of 
Dutch artists on both of its bills. 


Spearheading the influx will 
be Canyon Drive Band a well 
respected combination in 
Netherlands circles who 
feature a wide range of 
material in their repertoire. 


Top Dutch outfit — Canyon Drive Band — here on Saturday. 


view from its inception. Their 
incredible harmonies enliven 
Sunday night. 


@ Roger Humphries Band 
certainly created an impression 
with fans and promoters in the 
Midlands and the North since 
the Kent outfit graced the first 
Peterborough festival. They are 
on Monday’s closer. 


@ Appearing inher own right 
for the first time on Sunday 
night is eighteen year old 
Sandie De Lane — although 
the young lady, who has been 
described, by Jed Ford as ‘A 
new British Dolly Parton’, is no 
stranger to the Peterborough 
set up, having worked the past 
two as a member of the Frank 
Yonco Show. 


@ Another veteran of the 
series Jon Derek completes a 
third festival set, this time with 
his Honky Tonk Band, on the 
same bill. 


@® One set of the best known 
faces on the festival comes 
under the collective of Santa 
Fe. They have provided 
backing to numerous festival 
solo artists over the previous 
two years and are back again 
with their own spot on 
Saturday. 


@ Kenny Johnson competes 
an outstanding line up of ever 
presents. He was voted Best 
Male Vocalist in last years 
Daily Mirror/Aria Guitars 
awards and the Merseyside 
entertainer hopes to seea 
maintenance of that form in the 
company of North Wind on 
opening night. 


But I leave it to the following 
extract from theirown 
publicity handout to introduce 
the work of the band — no 
words of mine could better 
these: 


“Holland’s most popular 
country band The Canyon 
Drive Band started in 
February 1980 with country 
music. Not as other European 
country music acts but with an 
own style of repertory-choice, 
the country poprock specially 


@ Ken Harris’ claims to the affections of fans through the 
nation are recognised with a third appearance. 
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from the late sixties, early 
seventies. A tighten repertory 
strong as a house, exclusive 
swinging and still 
recognizable. Own 
compositions from the lead- 
singer Jos Geris and all 
arrangements made in an own 
Canyon Drive Band style by 
changing the music and 


rythmes... 


Arrangements are made from 
Jackson Browne, Rodney 
Crowell, The Byrds, Gram 
Parsons, Jim Croce, The 
Flying Burrito Brothers, The 
Band and The Eagles, but 
also’ from Lennon, 
McCartney, Mick Jagger and 
Steve Miller songs. 


American visitors at 
performances or concerts of 
The Canyon Drive Band often 
tell that The Canyon Drive 
Band is the most American 
Country Band of Europe. 


This is not strange as you know 
that The Canyon Drive Band 
has 4 rehearsals each week 
and 3 concerts. Special 
attention the band spends on 
pronunciation and voices.” 


At Peterborough, to see you, 
we look forward much, lads! A 
great success, you will be, 
undoubtedly!! 


Also making the North Sea 
crossing will be Groundspeed, 
Tulsa and Country Ramblers 
to provide a Dutch treat. 
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Embankment Shores Up 


Besides its main function of 
providing four days of 
entertainment representing 
superb value for money for 
many thousands of fans, 
Peterborough’s Festival has 
always had the subsidiary 
yearly task of restoring 
confidence in the viability of 
the British country music 
scene and this year again will 
prove no exception to the rule. 


Remember 1980 when 
Peterborough had its birth? 
Dubbed the ‘Year of the 
Festivals’ it seemed that 
almost every city, town or 
village of any size was bent on 
putting on its own version of 
the fashionable country 
spectacular. 


And how spectacularly they 
fell. With all the stability of a 
house of cards! Portsmouth 
with its superb artistic success 
and a line up of top names, the 
like of which we may never see 
in the UK again, couldn’t 
attract the fans. The Essex 
Festival vanished without a 
trace and the much vaunted 
Welsh event folded part-way 
through, leaving 
reverberations in the 


Making a very delayed debut at 
Peterborough will be the 
Cotton Mill Boys. 


They should have appeared 
last year, but unforseen 
circumstances caused a virtual 
eleventh hour cancellation. 


This year the Irish band will 
bring their tremendously 
exciting stage presence to top 
the bill on Saturday evening. 


Another Irish artist making a 
first Peterborough 
appearance is Susan McCann 
who has stirred up a 
tremendous amount of 
interest this side of the Irish 


Country Confidence 
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Principality that remain to this 
day. 


Last year, despite the presence 
of Boxcar Willie, it was at the 
Box Office that the fan’s 
response was missing and the 
Scottish Festival’s idea to tour 
four major cities was 
cancelled. 


Once again Peterborough was 
left to pick up the pieces with 
an on-site attendance 
estimated by the city’s police 
which came out in six figures! 


Working up a fierce 
nationalistic fervour among 
the home fans that ensured 
that their festival was going to 
succeed. And succeed it did, to 
give the UK scene back the 
credibility that it came so close 
to losing for all time. 


This year’s third Peterborough 
Festival takes place again in 
the wake of another disaster 
and again has a fence-mending 
job to do — this time the 


Sea with a number of 
Wembley sightings. She is 
sure of more time to develop 
this attraction on Saturday’s 
afternoon bill-topping slot in 
the company of her backing 
outfit The Storytellers. 


And still with artists from the 
Emerald Isle — a repeat visit 
from Ray Lynam and The 
Hillbillies, and Philomena 


Begley and her Ramblin’ Men, 


who share top billing and, I 
feel, the stage, at some time 
on Monday’s first show — if 
their joint recorded work is 
any criterion, this is one act 
not to miss. 


dramatic collapse of the 
Lincoln City two day event, 
providing one further 
indication that there is much 
more to the staging of an 
effective festival than hiring 
Nashville artists and printing 


tickets —the fans have to have 
the motivation to attend in 
numbers. Peterborough’s 
devotees still believe it to be the 
fan’s festival — and you have to 
work damn hard to achieve 
that rapport! 


First For 
Festive Fans 


Peterborough in its short life, 
can claim to have been 
innovative — any number of 
unique firsts have been 
chalked up. 


It was the first festival to 
professionally showcase over 
sixty home grown acts. 


The first to house its major 
shows in the weatherproof 
comfort of the 5,000 seater 
supertent. 


The first event to be attended 
by a current US Governor 
with the two visits by Lamar 
Alexander State Governor of 
Tennessee. 


It provided the UK debut of 


fast rising Nashville star Leon 


Everette and road band 
Hurricane and the chance to 
get our first look at top 
German outfit Truckstop. 


The festival was the first to 
organise with the assistance 


Weather 


The beautiful Nene 
embankment site has seen 
little rain during the staging of 
the Peterborough Festivals. 

In fact the superb weather is 
one of the many legends that 


of a national daily newspaper, 
The Daily Mirror, tributes to 
purely British artists with Aria 
Golden Guitar awards. 
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The first to assist up and 
coming songwriters with its 
competition with a CB theme 
last year, a project that is 
continuing this time around 
devoted to truck driving 
music. 


And perhaps Peterborough 
can claim to be the first 
festival to realise that the fans 
are the all important factor in 
determining success. Patrons 
are allowed access to most of 
the site and the atmosphere is 
friendly, restrictions are kept 
to the very minimum. They do 
have security officials but 
unlike most similar events 
they are not in intimidating 
uniform — AND THEY DO 
HAVE A SMILE ON THEIR 
FACES! 


have grown up around the 
short history of the 
proceedings. 


Latest long range fordcast? — 
Jed has ordered a heatwave for 
the weekend of August 27-30 
— he’s done it twice before so 
that advance reservations can 
be made with confidence. 


Annie Rattles 
In Late 


A late signing will aliow British fans to 
experience the talents of Annie 
McGowan for the first time live in the UK. 


‘Rattlesnake Annie’ who takes the name 
following her highly acclaimed album 
‘Rattlesnakes and Rusty Water’ which 
was released a couple of years back. 


She comes complete with the typical 


country singers background having 

been surrounded by music since birth in 
Puryear, Tennessee, but on the evidence 
of her recorded work she is anything but © 
typical. She has managed to distil any 
number of styles into a totally acceptabie 
whole that delights the ear on first 
acquaintance. 


She learned much of her work in the 
cotton and tobacco fields of her native 
state and she has travelled throughout 
the south, before winding up in Memphis 
singing (mainly blues) and oe music. 
on its famous Beale Street. 


Texas came next in her itinery and in the 
mid 60s she found herself with the soon- 
to-be-successful musical greats as 
Willie Nelson, Billy Joe Shaver and David 
Allen Coe, who wrote ‘Texas Lullaby’ 
with her and recorded it on his 
‘Longhaired Redneck’ album in 1976 to 
give her her most famous composition to 
date although the lady is responsible for 
most of the material on the ‘Rattlesnake’ 
release. 


Anyone who has had the opportunity to 
hear the collection will certainly be 
among the Saturday afternoon 
Peterborough audience. Annie is sure of 
a welcome befitting her growing stature 
in the field and she is likely to pick up a 
whole host of new fans in the process. 


Take abreak in 
Peterborough 


Peterborough has everything for the visitor. 

Explore Nene Park. It has lakes for boating and sailing, golf and pitch and 
putt courses, superb fishing, a horse-riding centre, camping and caravan sites, 
miles of footpaths and cycleways and thousands of acres of space for picnics 
and pla 
Take a steam-hauled ride on the Nene Valley Railway. Or visit the 
Wansford Steam Centre where you'll see locomotives and rolling stock from 
the grand old days of British and European rail travel. 

Skate — on ice at the East of England rink, or on wheels at the Wirrina. 

Splash out at the city’s Regional Swimming Pool. 

And, in the heart of the city, 
visit Peterborough’s magnificent 
cathedral, shop in Queensgate (Britain’s finest modern covered shopping 
centre), catch a live show at the Key Theatre or the latest film at one of the 
city’s cinemas, or drop in to one of the city’s restaurants or night clubs. 


For full details of all Peterborough’s attractions — including hotels and 
guest houses — call the Information Desk at the Town Hall on 
Peterborough (0733) 63141. Open Monday to Friday 9-5 and Saturday 9-1. 


Peterborough 
Leisure City 
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Harold, Phil, Don and Lew are legendary because they have earned it. From 
the very beginning, they had a desire to be givers and not takers. They have given all of us so 
much pleasure through their talent. They have contributed so much to American music as an 
Art form that they have become a National Treasure. I am so glad to know that without a doubt, 

. “THE LEGEND GOES ON...” A Statler Brothers Fan, 
rmondelt 
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DEWITT RETIRES 


The Statler Brothers have announced the enforced 
medical retirement of tenor Lew DeWitt 

DeWitt was hospitalised in November ’81 and was 
unable to line up with The Statlers for the following six 
months. Suffering from Regional Enteritis, also known 
as Chrone’s Disease, he made a brief return to the 
group but suffered a relapse and must now refrain from 
all touring and recording duties. 

Harold Reid, Phil Balsey and Don Reid also announce 
Jimmy Fortune. as DeWitt’s permanent replacement 


@-@-@- DOTS @ DASHES -@-0-@ 


Bumped into ROZENE PRIDE on Nashville’s Music Row 
who invited me down to CHARLEY’S RCA recording 
session under producer NORRO WILSON. From that 
session you really must listen out for Charley’s 
tremendous version of that country classic ‘I’m In The 
Jailhouse Now’........ PONDERS SYKES & WRIGHT are not a 
firm of solicitors but a trio of emerging singer/ 
songwriters who front a six piece outfit featuring some 
great close harmony work. Recently showcased at 
Nashvilles Cannery, the group are managed by U.S. 
based Brit TRISHA WALKER....... THE WHITES, SHARON (Mrs. 
Skaggs), CHERYL, BUCK and JERRY DOUGLAS have signed 
with ELEKTRA RECORDS. They go with a RICKY SKAGGS 
produced single release.....Winner of the 11th annual 
Grand Masters Championship for Fiddlers held at 
Opryland was 20 year old MARK O'CONNER..... the U.S. 
scandal sheets have the 6 month old marziage of 
JOHNNY LEE and CHARLENE TILTON (Lucy Ewing of Dallas 
fame or infamy depending upon your point of view) on 
the rocks...... The song ‘Satin Sheets’ was sucha 
success for JEANNIE PRUETT that she bought a Cadillac 


from the proceeds. At Fan Fair this year she raffled the 
car telling me, ‘It’s gone back to the people who bought 
it in the first place, the fans.’..... LEE SIMONS, RCA’ s U.K. 
country product manager, departs that label for C.B.S. 
Records and work on non country product ...... DAVID 
ALLAN COE ploughing a straight furrow? He has just 
bought a 60 acre farm in Dickson, Tennessee..... 


RATTLESNAKE ANNIE, is set to tour Britain from August 22 
for ALLEN PROMOTIONS.....FRANK IFIELD, with extensive 
commitments which will have seen him perform in 
Australia, New Zealand, Fiji islands, U.S.A. and Europe, 
is set for a ‘Welcome Home’ tour in April/May 1983........ 
Hank Williams JR., is continuing to maintain a very 
hectic schedule. He recently returned from a very 
successful North East tour where, among other things, 
he wrote six new songs that he feels very happy about. 
Undoubtedly, they will appear on his Elektra album 
which is due to be recorded later this year. 


Hank’s booth recently won second place in the Fan 
Fair booth contest, but he was not on hand to accept 
the award as he was in New York taping the David 
Letterman Late Night Show for NBC. In August, he is 
scheduled to headline at the Tropicana Hotel in Las 
Vegas and it will be the first time that he has headlined 
a major hotel in the gambling capital of the U.S. 


Tony Allers, former road manager with Hank Williams 
dr., has joined the Burrito Brothers road show in the 
same capacity. The Burrito’s recently incorporated a 
“Hits We Passed On’ segment into their stage show and 
it is proving a big winner with audiences. During Fan 
Fair they appeared on the Radio Luxembourg 
Broadcast Show from the Cannery in Nashville and 
they have just completed recording some new material 
with Randy Scruggs at the production helm. Their new 
single, ‘Drinking Canada Dry’ is set for release later 
this month. 


Jerry Reed who is now actively 
engaged in pursuing his previously 
neglected music career. His show 
lived up to the title of his oldie ‘When 
You're Hot, You're Hot’, he and his 
quite superb band presenting an 
entertaining mixture of humour and 


Dan Wojcik, President of the Shorty Lavender Agency 
has announced the signing of RCA recording artist, 
Leon Everette for exclusive booking representation. 
Pictured during the signing are Wojcik, 

Everette and Barbara Lavender. 


The RCA recording artist has a hectic summer 
scheduled including several packaged dates with 
Hank Williams Jr. His current RCA single ‘Just Give 
Me What You Think Is Fair’, nationally bulleted in the 
Top 10 of the country charts. Looks like a big year for 


Leon. 
Www ww 


The Nashville premiere of the Universal Pictures 
production of the ‘Best Little Whorehouse In Texas’ 
was held on Thursday July 22nd at Opryland’s Acuff 
Theatre, Nashville, Tn. 


The premiere, highlighted by the personal 
participation of Dolly Parton, was staged by Universal 
Pictures, RCA Records, MCA Records and WS, Inc., 
for approximately 1600 invited guests. 


In a joint endeavour regarding the movie soundtrack, 
RCA Records will release the single, ‘I Will Always 
Love You,’ written by Parton, while MCA Records is 
releasing the movie’s soundtrack in conjunction with 
the movie's release. 


Canada’s CATHIE STEWART has been lined up as 

support act for the mammoth 60 gig GEORGE HAMILTON 1V 
tour starting on August 28......For DRUG STORE COWBOYS 
read THE SHINKICKERS (read it carefully) as the new title for 
GARY STEWARTS road band...... MERLE KILGORE, playing 
himself, has landed a co-starring role in the upcoming 
TV movie ‘Living Proof. Based on the HANK WILLIAMS JNR. 
autobiography of the same name, the production stars 
RICHARD THOMAS who begins filming in Nashville during 
August... 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA....July 4/5, 
American Independance Day means 
party time for millions of Americans 
who celebrate in a variety of ways. 
Here in the beautiful rolling 
countryside of Virginia the 206th., 
such occasion was marked by The 
Statler Brothers “Happy Birthday 
U.S.A.” party over July 4/5, the event 
attracting its usual 60 to 80,000 
people to a town normally populated 
by some 22,000. 


Main item throughout the two days of 
celebration was the outdoor stage 
show featuring The Statler Brothers 
and their special guest Jerry Reed - all 
of whom earlier had ridden a float 
through the town in a parade which 
took two hours to pass. 


It was an occasion tinged with a touch 
of sadness, The Statler Brothers 
having just announced the retirement 
- through ill health - of tenor Lew 
DeWitt. It’s something felt quite 
deeply here in Staunton, The Statlers 
home town - there's even a Statler 
Boulevard and the group have bought 
their old schoolhouse and have 
refurbished it on a quite magnificent 
scale as their offices. The gap in The 
Statler’s ranks has been filled by the 
talented and extremely likeable 
Jimmy Fortune. 


The venue for the free entry main 
concert was ideal, a huge flat grass 
area surrounded by high natural grass 
banks, and there wasn’t an inch of 
Spare space, The official police 
attendance figures being 65,000, who 
brought their garden chairs and their 
cold bins and had a great time. 


The crowd erupted for the appearance 
on stage of the tremendously popular 


great straight music, particularly from 
his new RCA album ‘The Man With The 
Golden Thumb’, where Reed showed 
he is certainly where it’s at. 


Suprise of his show was the 
introduction of his shapely daughter 
Sebina - ‘I may have screwed up a few 
things in my life but! sure did well in 
the Daddy stakes didn’t 1?” - who is 
currently seeking a Nashville recording 
deal. 


The Statler Brothers gained a great 
reception on their entry but, 
surprisingly, the crowd reaction during 
their performance was somewhat 
subdued, certainly not a reflection on 
an excellent show throughout which 
they paraded hits old and new, superb 
harmonies and the needle sharp 
repartee of Harold Reid. Classic 
example of this was directed at the 
unfortunate Music City News over the 
latest awards mix up. This being the 
“Comedy Act of the Year’ being 
awarded to Barbara Mandrell and her 
sisters whereas it should have gone to 
The Statiers. Reid opined, ‘Music City 
News should have got Comedy Act of 
the Year.” 


The Statler Brothers are an 18 year old 
American institution..... The Legend 
certainly Lives On. 


The evening closed on a powerful note 
and with a touch of that impressive 
patriotism which Americans subscribe 
to so readily. The Statlers sang 
““‘America’’, the huge Stars & Stripes 
was lowered to the sound of a solo 
trumpeter, the police saluted, men 
stood with hats or hands on heart and | 
was left feeling pleased that | had 
refused a Japanesee hire car at 
Washington Airport. The night 
exploded with a truly magnificent 
fireworks display and the whole thing 
was certainly worth the miles of traffic 
jams that followed. 


Permanent replacement with the Statlers — Jimmy Fortune. 
2. Jerry Reed makes a surprise introduction, to his daughter Sebina, pic., 3. 
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Uk Ton 198 2- 
George Hamilton IV 


and ‘“‘The Numbers’”’ 


with their very special 
guest star— 
Direct From Canada: 


Miss Cathie Stewart. 


August 
28th Beau Sejour, Guernsey C.I. 
29th Fort Regent, Jersey, C.1. 
September 
3rd/4th Starlight, Enfield 
5th Festival Hall, Corby 
8thCommadore, Nottingham 
10th Spectrum Leisure Centre, Warrington 
11th Town Hall, Oakengate 
12. Floral Pavilion, New Brighton 
15th Civic Centre, Aldershot 
16th/17th Barbican Centre, London 
18th Hexagon, Reading 
19th Wyvern Theatre, Swindon 
21st Fairfield Hall, Croydon 
22nd Queens Hall, Barnstable 
23rd = Art Centre, Poole 
24th Barbican Centre, London 
25th + White Rock, Hastings 
26th Nell Gwen, Hereford (T.B.C.) 
27th Gate House, Stafford 
28th Pebble Mill TV.(T.B.C.) 
29th Barbican Centre, London 
30th - Civic Hall, Tonbridge Wells 
October 
1st Leisure Centre, Crawley 
2nd Sunset Rooms, Wisbech - St. Mary 
3rd Theatre Royal, Norwich 
5th Motherwell 
6th/7th Eden Court, Inverness 
8th Loch Gelly Centre, Fife 
10th Empire, Sunderland 
13th = Night-Out, Birmingham 
14th — Civic, Aylesbury 
15th Central Hall, Chatham 
16th Civic, Borehamwood 
17th Cliff's Pavilion, Southend 
20th Pavilion, Worthing 
21st Leascliff Pavilion, Folkstone 
22nd/23rd Lakeside Country Club 
24th Alfred Beck, Hayles 
26th City Hall, St. Albans 
29th Leeds International 
30th Royal Spa, Leamington Spa 
31st Tameside Theatre, Ashton 
November 
2nd _ Beach Ballroom, Aberdeen 
5th Southport, (T.B.C.) 
6th Tafarn Theatre, Newtown, Mid Wales 
7th St. David’s Hall, Cardiff 
10th Winter Gardens, Margate 
11th Johnston Hall, Yeovil 
12th Town Hall, Hammersmith 
| 14th Palace Theatre, Plymouth 
15th/19th Polland, (T.B.C.) 
20th Kings Club, Eastbourne 
23rd Monte Carlo, (3 weeks T.B.C.) 
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ARTISTS ON THE MOVE: HAROLD DEAN to ACE PRODUCTIONS, 
PEGGY FORMAN and ALEC HOUSTON to UNITED TALENT. KITTY WELLS 
and BILLY WALKER to TESSIER TALENT, INC. TOMMY OVERSTREET to 
CELEBRITY CONCEPTS. BURRITO BROTHERS to SHORTY LAVENDER 
TALENT. JERRY REED to WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY. BILLY JO SHAVER 
and the THRASHER BROTHERS to TOP BILLING INTERNATIONAL. 
PENNY DeHAVEN to TESSIER TALENT. BRIAN COLLINS to BOB NEAL, 
LTD. LEON EVERETTE to SHORTY LAVENDER in Nashville. 


Didja’ Know.... 


COL.. TOM PARKER has been named assistant to HILTON hotel 
president BARRON HILTON, as well as promo., and 
entertainment consultant. 


@ That more than 30,000 fans attended ALABAMA’S FIRST 
ANNUAL JUNE JAM concert in Ft. Payne, Al., on June 4th. Also 
appearing were THE OAK RIDGE BOYS, JANIE FRICKE, LOUISE 
MANDRELL and R.C. BANNON, and local bands who opened the 
show. Money raised from the event will benefit various local 
charities. 


@ That JOHNNY CASH was in Nashville’s BAPTIST hospital in 
late June for surgery on his right kneecap. The leg was 
injured last winter when Cash stepped into a hole on the 
grounds of his Hendersonville home and twisted the knee. 


@ = That RAY PRICE has terminated his contract with 
DIMENSION Records. 


@ That NAT STUCKEY taped a radio commercial for GOBEL 
BEER. 


@ That MICKEY GILLEY will participate in the GERALD FORD 
PRO AM INVITATION GOLF TOURNAMENT in Vail, Co., Sept. 13th 
and that as of January '83, GILLEY and sidekick, JOHNNY LEE 
will no longer be touring together. 


JOHN BELAND of THE BURRITO BROTHERS was married to 

JANICE KEMPSON is a small Nashville ceremony on June 26th. 
Fellow Burrito Brother, GiB GUILBEAU acted as Best Man and 
the Burrito’s manager, MARTYN SMITH, gave the bride away. 


BIFF COLLIE infos KENNY ROGERS surprise - visited the HEE 
HAW Set, where wife MARIANNE GORDON'S in the cast, and did 
some funny bits we'll see this fall. Kenny's lost 35 pounds in 
the past six months and ‘looks trim and younger.’ 


RIDERS IN THE SKY are the 62nd act to become regulars on the 
GRAND OLE OPRY. 


DAVID ALLAN COE has purchased RUSKIN CAVE RESORT PARK near 
Vanleer, Tn., (that’s near LORETTA LYNN’S DUDE RANCH at 
Hurricane Mills) and is opening a museum, camping 
facilities, and recreational/entertainment area. Among other 
items of interest, the museum will showcase $3.5 million 
worth of Indian relics. The colony is located off Highway 49 
between Charlotte and Erin, Tn. 


ED BRUCE returns to television next year in a weekly sports 
series on NASHVILLE NETWORK. Bruce will host AMERICAN 
SPORTS CAVALCADE, which will feature grassroots American 
sports like auto races. tractor pulls and rodeos. Production on 
the show will begin in August. and it will be a weekend feature 
when the national cable network goes on the air in early 1983. 


The NASHVILLE NETWORK filmed throughout FAN FAIR week and 
footage will be used in the promotion of next year's fan 


celebration. For those who are not aware of the new network, 


it’s a project of OPRYLAND PRODUCTIONS and GROUP W SATELLITE 
COMMUNICATIONS of Stamford, Conn. The networks’ 
programming will emphasise Nashville-related 
entertainment, with its weekend telecasts broadened to 
include special productions. 


MERLE HAGGARD was the scheduled quest at BOBBY MACKEY’S 
third annual western barbeque held at STONE VALLEY, 
Harrison, In.. July 17th. Mackey’s ‘PEPSI MAN’ is currently 
bulleted on BILLBOARD'S country charts on MOON SHINE 
Records. 


Speaking of MOON SHINE. they're relocating to new offices at 
20 Music Square West in Nashville. 
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President REAGAN has signed into law the piracy and 
counterfeiting act of 1982, increasing the penalties for those 
convicted of audio and video piracy and counterfeiting to a 
maximum fine of $250,000 and up to five years in jail. Rep. 
BARNEY FRANK (D-Mass)., who introduced the House version 
of the bill, which went to the President for signature after 
Passage on May 10th, said he was ‘extremely pleased’ 
adding that the law can put ‘‘tools in the hands of U.S. 
attorneys so that they can begin to make a serious dent in 
what has become an increasing crime, threatening the 
livelihood and the rights of many in the recording and 
motion picture industries.” Frank also stated that the 
increased penalties should deal more effectively ‘in an 
area organised crime has begun to enter.” 


BILL MONROE is among the first 14 recipients of the newly 
established NATIONAL HERITAGE FELLOWSHIP OF AMERICAN 
FOLKLIFE. sponsored by the SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE and the 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. “‘This brilliant musical style 
(bluegrass) takes the familiar American country string 
ensemble of fiddle, banjo, guitar and mandolin into a new 
dimension." said PAT SANDERS, of the NATIONAL ENDOWMENT 
for the ARTS. “Bill Monroe is one of the few living American 
musicians who can justly claim to have created an entire new 
musical style.” 


Goodlettsville to CARL PERKINS MUSIC WORLD in CASEY 
JONES VILLAGE, Jackson, Tn. 
VILLAGE, Jackson, Tn. 


RCA Select—a—Vision will launch it’s first country video 
product late this year when it releases a disk version of their 
FAN FAIR show, recorded in Nashville June Sth. The two hour 
show will be edited to a 60—minute version aimed at pay TV 
and commercially syndication subscription services. 
Select—a—Vision also anticipates a video cassette consumer 
package and possible foreign distribution as well. The 
concert, featuring CHARLEY PRIDE, RAZZY BAILEY, EARL THOMAS 
CONLEY and SYLVIA. is expected to be the subject of an 
extensive cross—merchandising campaign to be developed 
by RCA Nashville. 


COMPILED IMPARTIALLY each month using individual chart listings 
received in this office. This month’s REPORTING STATIONS: 


KSOP-Salt Lake City, Ut.: WBRD-Bradenton, Fl.: KTOM-Salinas, Ca.: WKLM-Wilmington, N.C.; WAFL-Milford, De.; 
KSON-San Diego. Ca.: KS-100-Cleveland. Oh.: WMNI-Columbus, Oh.; WDFA-Kansas City, Mo.; KEBC-Oklahoma 
City. Ok.: KFRM-Salina, Ks.; WSLR-Akron, Oh.: WHN-New York. N.Y.; WEEP-Pittsburgh, Pa.; WROZ-Evansville, 
In.: KWMT-Fort Dodge, la.: WIRE- Indianapolis. In.: WQIX-Horseheads, N.Y.: KVEG-Las Vegas, Nv.; 
WPWC-Dumfries. Va.: WNDU-South Bend, In.: KSSS- Colorado Springs, Co.: WWVA-Wheeling, W.V.; 
WCXI-Detroit. Mi.: KKAL-Arroyo Grande, Ca.: KVOO-Tulsa, Ok.: KFYO-Lubbock. Tx.: KRAK-Sacramento, Ca.; 
WAMG-Gallatin, Tn.: KUTI-Yakima, Wa.: KNIX-Tempe, Az.: WXOX-Bay City, Mi.: WNGC-Athens, Ga.: KYNN- 
Omaha. Ne.: KEED-Eugene. Or.: KROB-Robstown, Tx.; KGA/KDRK-Spokane, Wa. 


> AMERICA 


a 


1. Any Day Now RONNIE MILSAP RCA 13216 

2. ‘Til You're Gone BARBARA MANDRELL MCA 52038 

3. [Don’t Think She’s In Love CHARLEY PRIDE RCA 13096 

4. Catch A Falling Star JOHN ANDERSON Warner Brothers 50043 
CONWAY TWITTY: DELTA KING will be a two-hour television = irda) adio ni AMS nek (i 
special set to air later this year. Conway, who is celebrating 7. Don’t Worry ‘Bout Me Baby JANIE FRICKE Columbia 18-02859 
his 25th year as an entertainer, with a record of more 8. Love's Found You And Me ED BRUCE MCA 52036 
number one hits than any other Country artist, was filmed at 9. Slow Hand CONWAY TWITTY Elektra 77443 
a July 4th ‘homecoming performance’ in Clarksdale. Ms.. 10. Are Good Times Really Over MERLE HAGGARD Epic 14-2894 
and. aboard the famous MISSISSIPPI QUEEN luxury riverboat. Aa. -SlowDown LACY J. DALTON Columbia 18-02847 
Cruising the Mississippi with visits at various towns along 12. When You Fall In Love JOHNNY LEE Full saaaiiKs lum 47444 
the river's passage from New Orleans to Natchez. Some of 13. | Don't Care RICKY SKAGGS Epic apes: 
Twitty’s special friends on this cruise included his favourite { 4 Ring On Her Finger LEE GREENWOOD i 52026 
duet partner, LORETTA LYNN plusTAMMY WYNETTE, CHARLEY 15. Oh. Girl CON HUNLEY Warner Brothers 50058 
PRIDE, DICK CLARK and others. 146. What You Think Is Fair LEON EVERETTE RCA 13079 

17. 1 Don’t Think About Your Lovin’ THE OSMONDS Elektra/Curb 47438 
The COUNTRY MUSIC FOUNDATION is entering its first publishing 18. | Just Cut Myself RONNIE McDOWELL Epic 14-02844 
venture in its 18 year history, with a trade paperback. 19. Born To Run EMMYLOU HARRIS Warner Brothers 7-29993 


COUNTRY MUSIC LEGENDS slated for August release in a joint OAK RIDGE BOYS 


effort by the FOUNDATION PRESS and THOMAS NELSON. INC. 


So Fine MCA 52065 


STRONG ACTION SINGLES: 


Dreams Die Hard - GARY MORRIS / I Just Came Here To Dance - DAVID FRIZEL & SHELLY 
WEST / Get Into Reggae Cowboy - BELLAMY BROTHERS / I'll Be Loving You - BIG AL DOWNING. 


MARY REEVES DAVIES has announced that Evergreen Place. 
the sight of THE JIM REEVES MUSEUM. has, as of April 15, 1982, 
been placed on the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES by 
the UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR. 


DANGER: Publishers warning: Reading Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in the country music scene 
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Dear Sir 


This is my first attempt at writing to 
C.M.R.U. and is sparked off by 
reading Mick Green's review of 
Yvonne & Norman Champion’s 
record “You & I” in the June issue 
and I feel I had to write in defence of 
the record, which I bought at 
Wembley and found to be 
thoroughly entertaining, full of 
variety and extremely well 
produced, infact a credit to all 
concerned and it was a great joy to 
hear a record consisting of tunes 
which I had never heard before. 


I realize that the review was only 
one persons opinion, but by the 
omission of the record number and 
by not referring to any of the 
musicians I gained the impression 
that Mr Green was implying that 
the record had been produced in 
some third rate studio, whereas 
from the information on the sleeve I 
can see that it was produced in the 
Oxon Studios (record number ROX 
031 stamped on the record), with 
the backing of top class musicians 
Bob Newman, Bob Morledge, Bob 
Pearce, Andy Wye, Roger Dean, 
Barry Smith, Steve Darrington and 
Drew Taylor, all of whom have 
reputations that need no 
description from me. 


Perhaps as you have published the 
opinion of one person, who did not 
like the record, you will consider 
publishing the opinion of at least 
one person who thinks that the 
record is an excellent one. 


Finally I would like to point out that 
local record presenters on the local 
radio station have recently spoken 
in glowing terms about the record 
and I say to anyone who wishes to 
add to their collection a British 
record, and British songs sung and 
played by British musicians. “Buy it 
and Try it” and send your 
comments to C.M.R.U. 


Thank you and many 
congratulations on C.M.R.U. 
I never miss an issue. 


William Henderson 
23 Jersey Street Brighton 


oh 8 Ok Ok ok 


Dear Sir 

I was interested to see in your July 
issue the request by David John 
Perkins of Shrewsbury, for a list on 
Connie Smith albums. His request 
appearing in the Country 
Questions section was admirably 
fulfilled, however. may I. through 
your Letterbox page, add a few titles 
to this list which Mr Perkins may 
also like to know about. These are:- 
‘Connie Smith - Now”; RCA - 
‘Dream Painter’; RCA - ‘Pure 
Connie Smith’; - Monument - and 
‘I Overlooked An Orchid’; 
Pickwick (U.S.) 


Could | also point out that two of 
the albums mentioned in the list 
were incomplete. These were two of 
Columbia label albums, the full 
titles of which are, ‘I Never Knew 
What That Song Meant Before’ and 
‘L Don’t Wanna Talk About It 


The Editor D 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP 


Anymore’. Regretably, most of 
Connie Smith’s albums are now 
somewhat hard to come by in this 
country, but ifMr Perkins needs the 
numbers for any of these records, I 
will be pleased to help ifhe cares to 
drop me a line. 


Yours sincerely 

David A. Heginbotham 
21 Wilderness Lane 
Woodbridge Suffolk 


* eK ok 


Dear Sir 

In the Tri—Son C ‘music news (June 
issue) it states that the country Hall 
of Fame and Museum is now 
exhibiting ‘The Styles of C/music’ 
i.e. cowboy, honky tonk, western 
swing, cajun and contemporary. 


There is also an article about the 
formation of B.A.C.M.E. which 
intends to inform the media that 
really us country fans and bands are 
to become really posh in outlook 
and ’ave to be told how to improve 
our image irrespective of what we 
choose to demand - an image that 
never has, or ever will be related to 


some set iof rules of snobbishness. 


The first four styles of C ‘music are 
no doubt acceptable to most fans 
here in the U.K., and in most other 
countries, but no doubt they intend 
to push the latter to the fore in this 
attempted ‘clean up’ in Britain 
and ignore the wishes of the real 
country music supporters. And so 
all you lads and lasses, leave off 
your western shirts. hats, holsters, 
jeans, boots and lariat ties and wear 
a dickey bow tie or ballroom tails 
and so assist in this clean up by this 
bunch of English gentlemen. 


Alas my confidence really sank 
with the inclusion of columnist 
Keith Newton after his recent 
hatchet job on local bands in this 
newspaper, the latest, Ashfield 
Ramblers. 


This B.A.C.M.E. was desribed as a 
little ‘military junta-ish’ - quite 
good that and I am sure that our 
favourite artist Boxcar will laugh 
his blooming head off. 

dim Crisp 

Hilltopper C&W Club Ipswich 


%* KOK OK 


Dear Sir 
On page 3, July issue of C.M.R.U., 
remarks by Harvey Goldsmith. 


Please tell him to stick his opinions 
about changes taking place on the 
country scene, including Bowie, 
Stones, Costello etc., etc., etc. 


We don’t need his rubbish polluting 
the country scene as there are 
already too many phoneys’ calling 
themselves C&W artists, so tell him 
to get off the country wagon and 
leave it to the genuine C&W 
artistes. 


Yours forever in Country 
Mr J. Plant 

4 Sandfield Farm 
Lichfield Road 

Brownhills West Midlands 


Dear Editor 


After years of suffering multitudes 
of criticism about the various 
artists who have deviated from the 
more traditional type of country 
music, I have been finally inspired 
to write the undermentioned verse 
and I submit it to you for 
publication. 


These crossover artists are killing our 
Country. 

Their music is really pure hell. 

And although they sell millions 

We can do without Rabbitt and Mandrell. 


Ten years we've been degraded by Waylon 
and Willie, 

And though they've got rich in between. 
Hell!, everyone knows Outlaw ain't country. 
Those yobs are just spoiling our scene. 


Now these Gospel singers all get us down. 
They ruin a good country show. 

And second class British acts are poor 
imitations Of the stars from long long ago. 


Easy listening performers like Arnold and 
Drusky. 

Make us country boys squirm just with 
shame, 

And that Bluegrass music should be totally 
banned Because it all sounds the same. 


Jerry Lee and Joe Sun play pure Rock ‘n’ 
Roll. 

And Cajun music just doesn’t sound right. 
And those Irish singers make a good country 


song. Sound like a ceilidh on a Saturday night. 


Vernon Oxford's only a copy of Hank 
Williams, 

| wish Donnegan had stuck to his skiffle, 

And there's certainly no need for Tom T. Hall. 
With all that storytelling piffle. 


I've suffered these comments. ignored 
those letters. 

And remained silent through all of the jeers. 
But now I'd like to know from these critics, 
Where have you been these last twenty 
years? 


Gene Autry is past it. Johnny Bond is no 
more. 

Roy and Trigger have been put out t. grass. 
And these critics like a thorn in a donkey. 
Are truly a pain in the ass. 


With todays music sales booming and radio 
Stations Playing much more Country on air. 
The modern day fans are now the majority. 
And so deseve the lions’ share. 


Sol appeal to you diehards to move with the 
times. 

Stop stumbling and run with the pack. 
there has to be room for us all in Country. 
Because the ‘Old Days’ just cannot come 
back. 


Bill Stott. 

16 Ashton Terrace. 
Strathmartine. 
Dundee 


ok ok ok ok ok 


Dear Ma & Pa 

Great to get my July C.M.R.U., 
today and what did I see but my 
new current big fave singer - Lee 
Greenwood - photographed at Fan 
Fair!? (Wish I'd been that fan). 


That’s what I call ‘Hot off the 
Press’ - Congratulations! 


I have 2 questions for you:- 


1. Can you please give my the 
address of his Fan Club? 


2. Would it be possible for me to 
obtain a copy of this photo? 


On an American penpal’s 
recommendation, | got his album 
‘Inside And Out’ on June Ist from 
good old John Bratton and I have 
been playing it ever since! I can’t 
stop listening to those lovely 
smokey tones of his! And he’s such 
a talented songwriter too! My pal 
tells me that he is ten times better 
on stage - a real knockout 
performer; so I wonder how long it 
will be before we see him over here 
(at Wembley? or Peterborough?) 


Re C.A. Prior’s letter asking for a 
Penpals’ Page, I think it’s a very 
good idea - what are you waiting 
for??!! 

All the Best to you Both. 
Sincerely 

Diana Richardson 

14 Poplar Close 

Huntingdon Cambs 


SORE 
PLEASE KEEP 
YOUR LETTER 
TO THE ED'S 

BRIEF. 


Dear Editor 


It pleased me very much to read 
the heading Falkland’s Task Force 
votes for Bare. Not only are these 
men brave and courageous, they 
also have very good taste in 
country music, but then Bobby is 
the best American male country 
artists and his new album, (‘Ain’t 
Got Nothing To Lose’) is tops. Well 
done Bob! 


It was also very nice to read that 
David Allan is hosting the 
programme that is relayed to the 
troops, David is the best country 
music broadcaster, I only wish that 
‘Country Style’ was back on Radio 
2. You will have to run a poll on 
country music presenters. 


Wally Whyton’s comment on 


Bobby’s new album ‘dissapointing’, 


in my opinion, he 

doesn’t know what he’s talking 
about. maybe he should give it 
more airplay, we have heard one 
track on ‘Country Club’, not 
enough. 


Jenny Prebble 
1 St. Johns Cottage 
Bethersden Nr Ashford Kent 


3K ok ok ok ok 


Dear Editor 

We at Country Roads Records note 
with appreciation the kind words 
about us in a recent edition of 
Country Music Round Up. It is 
always nice to know that efforts we 
make for country music are 
acknowledged. 

It is indeed our policy to give every 
freedom to the producer and the 
artiste to make the kind of record 
that they want to make. We see our 
role simply as creating the 
framework in which an album can 
be created and distributed. Of 
course, we have to work toa 
budget but we do try and make it 
adequate for the purpose. We 
certainly do not want to lay down 
the law as to what anyone else 
should be doing. 


We have teen rewarded in this 
policy with exceptional, and varied 
albums from Kelvin Henderson, 
Max D Barnes, Pete Sayers, 
Expression and Roger Humphries. 
Each of these albums has been well 
received by the Press and obtained 
a lot of airplay. Forthcoming 
albums by Johnny Young, George 
Moody, and Linda Page will also 
reflect that policy. 

In addition to producers such as 
Stuart Colman, Brien Fisher and 
David Sandison, we wish to 
acknowledge the role in developing 
the distinctive style of our British 
product played by a number of 
outstanding musicians. In 
particular, John Edmed has made 
a significant contribution to 
product by Roger Humphries, 
Linda Page and Johnny Young and 
will shortly be co—producing the 
George Moody album. When we 
have musicians of the calibre of 
‘Loose’ Langridge, Gordon Huntley, 
Mark Francis, Dickie Day, Nigel 
Smith, David Clarke and others 
available, then we know we are in 
good hands. 

We are bored with those who claim 
that ‘ only Nashville can create 
country music’ or that ‘nothing is 
happening in British country 
music’. A lot is happening and not 
only in our particular neck of the 
woods. I am encouraged by what is 
happening at Big R and other 
record companies. Much of the 
music being created in the UK 
currently leaves the tired old mush 
coming out of Music City standing. 


Over the past two or three years, I 
have seen a new professionalism 
and commitment developing in 
British country music — it is 
happening across the board: in the 
Press, on radio, at gigs and festivals 
and in the recording studios. 
Nobody seems to be taking fans for 
granted anymore. The fact that this 
quiet revolution is taking place 
under the most difficult of 
recessionary conditions bodes well 
for the future, which we hope to be 
part of. 


Sincerely 

Country Roads Records 
CRE Recordings Ltd., 
56 BrewerSt London. 


Dear Sir 

I am writing to you in the hope that 
this letter will be printed in your 
column. As you may know The 
Clovis Country Band have been 
together for many years. 


Infact three members of that band 
have left, but rumours have 
circulated the clubs that the band 
have permently split up. This is not 
so! I have been using two members 
from another band to carry on and 
have fullfilled the bookings possible. 


However trying to get musicians on 
a permenant basis in this part of the 
country is very difficult but never 
the-less I intend to keep looking 
and will carry on fullfilling all 
bookings. 

So please let it be known that The 
Clovis Country Band is still alive 
and living in Wales. 

Al Cody 

217 Old Barn Est., 

Newport Gwent 


KKK 


Dear Ed 

I am writing to ask you if it would 
be at all possible for you to doa 
feature on Chris Beckett & 
Expression. I have seen them 
perform several times and I can 
honestly say they give themselves 
100% at every performance. The 
time and effort they put in before a 
show is something the crowds 
don’t see and I’m sure they don’t 
ever think of the length of time 
after the show spent carefully 
packing all the equipment away, 
before the long drive home. 

They are a super bunch of lads, 
who work very hard and deserve a 
mention in your paper. 

I hope very much that you will be 
able to do this for me, and for them 
especially. 

Miss P. Thomas 

75 Field Road 

Feltham Middlesex 


Eds 

We hope to put something ‘Up to Date’ 
together on this band. very soon, however 
we do mention them pretty regularly 


Dear Eds 


A slightly sardonic smile has just 
flitted across my brow as I read of 
remarks printed in Dave Hendry’s 
column, July ’82, said to have been 
made on stage in Glasgow by Ms. 
Flo Stevens regarding the royal 
titles used to describe many country 
artists. 

If as I suspect this was a ‘tougue in 
cheek’ reference to recent 
advertisments which have 
appeared in this newspaper 
describing Ms. Sandi Hart, O.K., I 
confess, it was I who gave her the 
title ‘Scotland's Queen of Country’ 
in this ad as indeed it was I who 
recommended her to her current 
management. 


I do however claim that the title is 
equally as bona-fide as the title said 
to have been bestowed by our 
mutual good friend Sydney Devine 
upon Ms, Stevens, especially 
perhaps when one considers her 
recording label!, and although she 
may never have claimed to be 
‘Scotland’s Queen of Country’ I find 
it slightly ironic that in an advert in 
the 1980 B.C.M.A., year book her 
own management proclaimed her 
as and I quote ‘The Italian Country 
Queen from LA SCOTIA’, who I 
wonder gave her that title? One 
thing is certain Sandi never claimed 
the title for herself but her 
professional good manners are far 
too royal to allow her to ‘knock’ 
another act whilst on stage! 


Come, come girls, let’s not get too 
bitchy about each others good 
publicity, surely in this business 
anyone who is good is entitled to a 
break occasionally and to Flo I 
would say, that if she cares to come 
down and impress the midland 
punters on the same basis as Sandi 
did last year at the Derby Assembly 
Rooms then it can certainly be 
arranged and who knows we may 
even think up an even more regal 
title for the advertisments for her 
‘return’ visit. 


Terry Slack 
Service Station 
Alderwasley Derby 


Dear Eds 
Once again on the recurring topic 
of the Pontin’s festivals, Mrs Lovell 
writes in your June issue of her 
concern that Tommy Keenan’s 
Friday night performances were not 
reviewed. I have had similar 
concerns about the Thursday night 
and Friday lunchtime appearances 
of Dev Douglas. Could it be that the 
journalist involved derserted the 
British scene at Prestatyn mid- 
week to ensure their early arrival at 
Wembley? 


I was very disappointed to see that 
no one saw fit to mention Dev’s 
performance, but I am sure that 
they will have plenty of chances in 
the future to correct this oversight. 


Yours sincerely 

Bobbie Hindman 

630 Rayleigh Road 
Hutton Brentwood Essex 


Dear Eds 


I would like to say a big thank you 
for the £25.00 Pontins consolation 
prize, thank you, it could even be a 
reward for the stickers in my front 
side and rear car windows 
International Music Information. I 
have been displaying them ever 
since the Nottingham Festival, it’s 
a great paper, I have beena 
regular reader since 1976 Dec, Vol 
1, Nol Front Cover, Jeannie C. 
Riley Price 20p. I still have most of 
the copies that followed. They 
have helped me win many 
competitions, hours of great 
reading. So that’s thank you twice, 
for a great paper and the £25.00. 


Mr D Visor 
80 Conduit St Gloucester. 


Dear Sir 

When, after going to Country and 
Western shows in the states, I 
wondered quite what to expect 
when first going to a British club. I 
talked my wife into going, donned 
my stetson and off we went. 


I cannot speak too highly of the club 
in question. We were made 
exceedingly welcome by Ken 
Jenkins and Brian Ahern of the 
Western Country Music Club at 
Stockport. 


The whole atmosphere is superb 
guaranteed that one will come 
away on a Sunday night looking 
forward to the next week. 

Phil Edbrook 

Bysarts 

Nr. Mossley Lancashire 


Dear Sir 


Through the columns of your 
excellent paper I would like to say a 
big thankyou to all the people who 
have supported us at the Mobberley 
C.M. Club. Ilford films, Mobberley 
Cheshire, for the last few months. 


We are carrying on our future shows 
just a few miles up the road at 
Knutsford Lower School, Westfield 
Drive. Knutsford. 


So please everyone do keep coming 
along to support us. 


Also a great big thankyou to Alan 
Burgess the organiser who 

started the club up again and made 
it as it was before, one of the best 
C.M. Clubs going. 

Yours sincerely 

Ruth Priddle 

64 Gravel Lane 

Wilmslow Cheshire 


Dear Editor 

We have just had our first country 
and western night at the Sacred 
Heart Parish Centre, Bagley, 
Manchester. We plan to start a 
club, our problem is we want a good 
name. 

If any reader is interested we will 
give a £5 premium bond to the 
name selected 


Yours sincerely 
John Clark 

6 Ackworth Drive 
Bagley Manchester 


Please write to the address above. 
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FREE SPIRIT - TOP INNEW YORK 


ED BRUCE - RETROSPECTIVE 


and more 


BRITISH COMBO, Free Spirit are gaining recognition in New 
York and surrounding states, thanks to their new album, 
‘Sayin’ What's To Say’ (MIJ). WGNA selected this album as 
‘Album Of The Week’, playing a track every hour of the day 
for a full week. WGNA chose the Free Spirit album in 
preference to new material from Waylon Jennings, Willie 
Nelson and Hank Williams JR....Station WPTR, who cover 
seven states, followed suit as did station WOKO, New York's 
oldest country programming station. Surely a major 
recording deal can’t be far away. Fans of Free Spirit can see 
the band on tour with Wendel Adkins, the legendary Texas- 
based outlaw, from the beginning of next month. 


RCA have put out a twenty tracker of early Ed Bruce material, 
titled ‘Last Train To Clarkesville (INTS 5199). In less than two 
years, Ed recorded some twenty titles and from these RCA 
released three singles and the album ‘If | Could Just Go 
Home’. It is these plus seven previously unissued tracks that 
make up ‘Last Train To Clarkesville’. | have mixed feelings 
about this album. Although it is of some historical 
importance. For comparison listen to the material from the 
same period by George Hamilton IV. Waylon Jennings. Bobby 
Bare. etc.. but the album manifests very strongly Ed's 
obvious talent for song writing. 


Didja Know:- 


EMMYLOU HARRIS received three nominations for the ‘Music 
City News Country Awards’. They were ‘Best Duet’. (with Don 
Williams). ‘Best Bluegrass Act’ (with the Hot Band) and ‘Best 
Female Vocalist’ 


WILLIE NELSON'S new single. ‘Always On My Mind’ (CBS). is 
reaching high into the American rock charts. Can Willie now 
crack the British Charts? 


THE CHUCK FOWLER BAND. thanks to their success at 
Wembley. picked up a rather unusual booking. They will be 
playing a birthday party for Lord John Leigh at Stoneleigh 
Abbey. Seems Chuck has really got the ‘Abbey Habit’. 


THINGS AT LAST. seem to be moving in the UK for Deadly 
Earnest. ‘Mike's Country Music Room’ in Scotland. is now 
appointed distributor of Deadly's recorded material. so you 
can obtain Modern Dance Sounds’. without too much trouble. 
And there's possibility of a UK tour. 


RY COODER. back home in the states. is savouring 
memories of his British standing room only tour. Bonnie 
Raitt has put together a new band....Crosby Stills & Nash 
new single is ‘Wasted On The Way’/‘Delta’ on Atlantic 
(K11747).....EMI's new budget label. ‘Fame’, offers a series 
of fine albums for only £2:99 each. For instance, Dr. Hook 
‘Sometimes You Win’, Linda Ronstadt ‘Linda Ronstadt’, 
Anne Murray. ‘Snowbird’, Band, ‘The Best Of' and Juice 
Newton & Silver Spur. ‘Come To Me’. 


TIM SCHMIDT, formerly with Poco and the Eagles. has just 
completed his debut solo album. 


COUNTRY MUSIC took a real battering in June, when 
torrential rain storms and zero support, wiped out the 
Lincoln City FC., Country Music Festival and the job of 
commercial director, David Mitchell. But that’s the way of 
the world. The football club was looking for ways to make 
money inthe ‘off season’. A plausible idea was accepted. but 
for one reason on another it failed and another name is 
added to the list of the umemployed. 


CHARLIE DANIELS’ latest hit, ‘still In Saigon’. is receiving 
vast airplay stateside and has gained the approval of the 
‘Vietnam Veterans Of America’. Said Robert Miller, 
executive director of the association, ‘The song is an 
accurate reflection of their (the veterans) thoughts and 
feelings”. Said Charlie Daniels, “| was very much against 
the Vietnam war, but that doesn’t mean | was against the 
poeple who fought it......1 don’t think there’s a president or 
congressman who shouldn't feel ashamed. Vietnam should 
be rubbed in their faces.” 


DAN DALEY, composer of ‘Still In Saigon’, plans to. donate a 
portion of his royalties to the Veterans. 


IT SEEMS that Americans are really breaking down country 
music barriers. Recently Willie Nelson, Steve Goodman and 
Delbert McClinton appeared at the ‘Telluride Bluegrass 
Festival’. 


THE ‘AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL’. specially created to 
celebrate Philadelphia's 300th birthday. featured a vast 
array of stars including the Outlaws, the Marshall Tucker 
Band and Juice Newton. 


JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER is the ‘touring season’ in the 
States. Amongst those on the ‘coast to coast’ road. are 
Jimmy Buffett. Crosby Stills & Nash, Charlie Daniels Band. 
Doobie Brothers (last tour together). Emmylou Harris, 
Marshal Tucker Band. Willie Nelson. Outlaws and Linda 
Ronstadt. 


A NORTHERN OUTFIT worthy of your attention is the Pete 
Jones trio. The threesome feature a wide range of material 
backed by excellent picking on guitar. bass. fiddle. and if 
you're fortunate, mandolin. 


CAME ACROSS a really fine girl singer recently. Julie Evans. 
performs the contemporary songs accompanied by her own 
fine guitar picking. Julie provides that little something extra 

to any country show. 


ASKED an Irish friend the other day, what he thought about 
Toyah. He replied “Crossply or radial?” 


HEAVY COUNTRY ROCK has been rather quite recently, then 
suddenly ‘Wham’ there's ‘Special Forces’ (A&M) by the new 
outfit 38 Special. This is a New York based six piece outfit. 
This could be a little heavy for some of you, but | found ita 
pleasant and exciting change to some of the material on 
release just now. 


THAT'S it for this month, ‘till next, Keep On Keepin’ On. 
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CHARLIE DANIELS’ latest hit, ‘still In Saigon’, is receiving vast airplay stateside 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following Leo & Virgo people:- Hank Cochran (2nd), Sammi Smith (5th), 
Felice Bryant (7th), Webb Pierce, Phil Balsey & Mel Tillis (8th), Merle Kilgore (9th), Jimmy Dean 
(10th), Jeff Hanna (11th), Porter Wagoner & Buck Owens (12th), David Crosby, Connie Smith & 
Dash Crofts (14th), Bobby Helms (15th), Johnny Preston & Molly Bee (18th), Eddie Raven (19th), 
dustin Tubb (20th), Harold Reid & Kenny Rogers (21st), Tex Williams & David Rogers (23rd), Jerry 


Rivers (25th), Don Bowman (26th), Jimmy C. Newman (27th), Billy Grammer (28th), Kitty Wells 
(30th), and Orvel Phophet (31st). 


G U ESS WHO? name this top country band 


Send your answers on a postcard to: Guess Who Competition? Country Music Round Up. 32 Shaftesbury Ave.. Forest Park, Lincoln LNG OON. 
Entries to arrive no later than Friday 20th August. 


DANGER: Publishers warming: Reading Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in the country music scene 
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NELSONS 
COLUMN 


Pete Nelson 


I had not had the feeling for a number of months 

there it was again....but, before you start letting your 
imagination run away with you, the feeling I am talking 
about is that gut feeling that you get when you see a 
really exciting act for the first time. Being in the music 
business, one tends to get rather blase, or there again, 
blase can read that your standards are set a little 
higher than most. Only the other day, a young lady of 
my aquaintance who works in a record shop, remarked 
to me how working so close to the business can dull 
one’s palate for the music, so therefore only the 
unusual arouses any interest. 


So anyway, there it was again, and the reason for this 
gut feeling was the performance of The Roger 
Humphries Band which I was witnessing. It was one of 
the best musical sets I have seen for a long time from 
ANY band, and although Humphries himself gives the 
impression of everything being casual and off the top of 
his head, much studied thought has gone into the 
presentation of this act, to foster that illusion. 


I suppose everyone in country knows Roger Humphries 
comes from London, but were he a Northerner, he would 
be what we call round here, ‘one of the lads’, which 
simply means that he don’t think himself above the man 
in the street simply because he is a singer, and believe 
me, in showbusiness today, that’s becoming a rare 
person. Roger and his band tend to be dropped into that 
little niche that people these days like to call ‘outlaw 
country’ but this act is much wider ranging than just one 
category. When he includes such superb British songs 
like ‘Warning Love Can Damage Your Heart’, ‘Billy 
Tyler’ written by Chas and Dave, or the superb Coulton 
& Smith composition “Taking My Music To The Man’ 
then any comparison with the likes of Waylon or David 
Allan Coe are hardly relevant. 

I also found Roger Humphries a very frank person to 
talk to, he obviously holds some forthright opinions on 
certain aspects of the business, but generally prefers to 
keep them to himself, quietly doing things his own way, 
letting his music do his talking. Particularly outstanding 
numbers in this Humphries live. performance were his 
clever and poignant coupling of Hank Williams Jr’s 
‘Living Proof, a different arrangement of ‘An American 
Trilogy’, and an absolutley tremendous “T For Texas’. If 1 
were allowed to recommend just one band to watch this 
year, then it would have to be The Roger Humphries 
Band. As they have their fingers on the pulse of what’s 
going down at the moment. 


Last month I stated that Tammy Cline’s single was the 
best British artist recording I'd heard, when along 
comes this Roger Humphries album to knock my hat 
further into the creek. The whole thing is tremendous 
and ranks alongside Tammy's single and Kelvin 
Henderson’s last album as the best thing I have heard 
in recorded ‘British’ country music. 


Lone TERM Poticy 


It was hot, I couldn't sleep - | reached up from the bed, 
and idly tore away the damp stained piece of cardboard 
that replaces the pane from the window. As I stared 
out at the inky blackness, the myriad of stars, the 
endless black velvet cushion supporting those millions 
of bright shining diamonds, I thought to myself, what’s 
it all about,....why are we here?.....what is it all 
for?.....then I thought it’s bugger all to do with you 
Nelson, and went back to bed!! 


Ha! I had you for a minute there didn’t I?, actually had 
been lying there thinking, I’d just been idly glancing 
through the weekly popular music papers, i.e. ‘Sounds’ 
and ‘N.M.E’ and had come across an advert for a group 
which covered not one full page, but TWO. Now, at the 
advertising rates charged by those type of papers, that 
adds up to a lot of money in anyone’s lanquage. The 


group in question is a four piece called ‘Fashion’ and 
the record company taking the ad, ‘Arista’. Smashing!, 
new talent should be encouraged, but why and this is 
my question, why can’t a major record company just 
for once, give that kind of help in both publicity and 
finances to a country act? - I mean to say, talent? To my 
ear the group in question were the biggest load of tripe | 
have heard for many a moon, it honestly makes me 
ponder just what kind of people are in charge at record 
companies. 


I know all the arguments, ‘this is what’s commercial’, 
‘young people are into bands with images’ etc., etc., 
but it has been proved again, and again in the past that 
a record can hit the charts no matter what kind of 
music is involved, if the general record buying public 
get to hear and like it. Billie Jo Spears, Glen Campbell, 
and Tammy Wynette are just three examples, so my 
question to any major record company A&R man who 
reads this - why not give one of the ‘new’ rising breed of 
British country artistes the promotional back up that is 
given to ‘New Wave’ and its counterparts? If it comes 
off, the flood gates could be opened to rich pickins and 
as yet an untapped source of talent. 


For the misguided /deluded, three big factors in star 
making are still sex, drugs, and ‘the what's in it for me 
syndrome....whadda ya mean, you thought that the 
casting couch went out with the golden Hollywood 
days? - it’s still amazing how ‘talented’ a girl can 
become if an agent ‘manager ‘record producer'A&R 
man thinks he can take her to bed, and in many cases 
that goes for the ‘guys’ too! 


So let’s recognise that there is still a hell of a lot against 
the present day country act as far as recording goes, but 
naive as I am, I still live in hope of real talent showing 
through. HOW ABOUT IT RECORDING COMPANIES - 
WHAT DO YOU SAY? 


News On E.vis RELEASES 


RCA Records plan two great releases in the immediate 
future featuring Elvis Presley. Both are 20 track albums 
compiled by Roger Semon, ‘ROCKIN’ ELVIS THE 60'S’ is 
one, and the other is ‘ROMANTIC ELVIS’. The ‘Romantic’ 
tracks are Doing The Best I Can/You Don’t Know Me’ 
Anything That's Part Of You ‘It Hurts Me/For The 
Millionth and Last Time ‘Love Me Tonight ‘Ask Me‘I 
Don’t Want To/A World Of Our Own There’s Always 
Me'l Met Her Today Indescribably Blue ‘All That I Am 
A Boy Like Me, A Girl Like You’Starting Today I’m 
Yours ‘Echoes Of Love I Feel That I’ve Known You For 
Ever ‘Something Blue ‘Mine: 


The ‘Rockin’ tracks are; Make Me Know It Devil In 
Disguise ‘Finders Keepers, Losers Weepers One Broken 
Heart For Sale 'I Want You With Me Please Don’t Drag 
That String Around Memphis Tennessee Western 
Union ‘Witchcraft ‘Return To Sender ‘Long Lonely 
Highway ‘His Latest Flame’Such A Night I Gotta 
Know/Little Sister'Shoppin’ Around Judy Tll Be Back 
U.S. Male‘I’m Comin’ Home. 


Even the more critical would agree that the choice of 
tracks is excellent, offering as much as possible, 
something different, steering clear of the more familiar 
titles, and add to that the bonus that this is a ‘buy one, 
get one free’ package, and the commercial appeal is 
tremendous. I must add also that the sleeves are two of 
the best I have ever seen on Elvis albums, the 
photographs are stunning, and make up for the lack of 
information on musicians etc. The catalogue numbers 
are RCALP 1000 and RCALP 1001. RCA also info., me 
that two more Elvis albums are slated for release before 
the end of the year, and they sound very interesting, 
besides a Christmas album there is Volume 4 in the 
‘Legendary Performer series. 


No 


UNIQUE 
SATELLITE 
COUNTRY 
PROGRAMME 
TAKES A NEW 
DIRECTION 


Radio Luxembourg’s “Live from 


Marlboro Country” takes on a new 
look. 


This unique broadcast. which beams 
the latest country sounds live by 
satellite from Nashville to over 71/2 
million listeners in Europe every 
month, will now focus the spotlight on 
America’s “new wave”’ country 
artists. 


R.T.L.. in conjunction with rock 
promoter. Harvey Goldsmith, will be on 
the look out for rising U.S. stars for 
whom the monthly programme will 
provide a valuable European 
showcase. 


R.T.L. DJ Bob Stewart, pictured here 
with CMRU co-publisher Pat Kettle, has 
presented country music shows on 
Europe's biggest radio station for over 
15 years. describes the direction forthe 
new show formula. ‘In Live from 
Marlboro Country. we don’t talk about 
definitions and boundaries, we don't 
preach the cowboy ethic or outlaw the 
electric guitar. We will look at what 
has been developing in Texas since 
the birth of country blues and the 
Austin Sound. with acts like Ray Wylie 
Hubbard and Delbert McClinton.” 


The first new “Live from Marlboro 
Country” broadcast. on air from 
10.00pm to midnight in the U.K. 
(11.00pm to 1.00am European time). 
featured the Burrito Brothers. Stella 
Parton and Gene Cotton and came from 
Nashville's unique nightclub, The 
Cannery. 


Nashville has been the traditional 
home for R.T.L.’s country 
programmes. But in future. “Live from 
Marlboro Country” will be broadcast 
from wherever the best sounds are 
being played. be it L.A.. New York or 
Texas. 


The Country Music Association's 
European Director. Ed Benson. stated. 
“Our research shows that in Europe. 
country album sales are rising faster 
than any other kind of music. It seems 
that the growing involvement which 
has already taken hold of the States is 
about to catch on in Europe. “Live from 
Marlboro Country” will provide a 
unique airtime opportunity for U.S. 
artists who are as yet little known 
across the water. 


“We welcome R.T.L.’s decision to 
feature some of the more progressive 
country music in Europe”. 


© UTHER SIDE 
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COUNTRY 
QUESTIONS 


Answered by Pete Smith @ Friends 


Jimmy Taylor of Heysham. Lancs, would like the answer to two questions. Jimmy 
asks if the Stu Phillips who writes American TV themes, notably ‘The Fall Guy’. is 
the same one who sang country music in the mid-sixties. Jimmy also asks for the 
titles of Mel Street albums. 


First of all, Jimmy, the question about Stu Phillips, certainly brought a 
mixed response. On the one hand I'm told it is in fact the Canadian country, 
singer, but my American sources assure me it isn’t. I’d put money on the 
latter. Mel Street albums, try these for size (All American releases):- 
‘Borrowed Angel’ (Metromedia), ‘Two Way Street’ (GRT), ‘Mel Street’ 
(Mercury), ‘Some Special Moments’ (Sunbird) and ‘Very Best Of 
(Sunbird). 

Tina Hughes of Oswestry, Salop. is quite taken by Jim Ed Huston and would like to 
know a little about the guy. 


Jim Ed Huston (real name Edmund Van Harmelen) was born in Holland 
and emigrated to Canada as a child. He began singing country songs 
almost as soon as he could speak. Jim began his professional career at age 
fourteen and during his late teens spent two years in Ireland with his own 
showband. Jim was very popular in the Emerald Isle, but was not happy 
with the situation there, and so he returned to Canada, where he continued 
his career in country music. Jim came to live in England in 1975, a prodigal 
returning almost, for it was in England that Jim gained his childhood 
education. Jim has an album on release entitled ‘There’s A Shadow On My 
Shoulder’ and his fan club can be contacted at:— Maureen Miller, 1 Haig 
Court, Belmont Lane Chislehurst, Kent. 


Tony Strogen of Ballina.Co. Mayo has got hooked on country biographies and asks 
me to recommend some. 


I'll keep off those you've already got and say you'll enjoy the following. Roy 
Acuff ‘The Smokey Mountain Boy’, Gene Autry ‘Back In The Saddle 
Again’, Johnny Bond ‘Autobiography’, Patsy Cline ‘An Intimate 
Biography’, Tom T. Hall ‘The Storyteller’, ‘Waylon & Willie’, ‘Oak Ridge 
Boys’, Dolly Parton ‘Personal Portrait’, Jim Reeves ‘Memorial Photo 
Album’, Jimmie Rodgers: (by Johnny Bond), Linda Ronstadt ‘Scrapbook’ 
and ‘Linda Ronstadt’, Sons of The Pioneers, ‘Sons of The Pioneers’, Hank 
Williams: ‘Your Cheatin’ Heart’, ‘Sing A Sad Song’, ‘Country Music’s 
Tragic King’ and ‘Life To Legend’ (by Jerry Rivers), Bob Wills: ‘San Antonio 
Rose’. 

All the above titles are available from Country Music Enterprises, 3 
Ridgeway, Grays, Essex, RM17 5TB. 


Paula Thomas of Feltham Middlesex is a great American Expression fan and would 
like some information. 


American Expression were formed when Chris Beckett and Chris Blair quit 

the successful Irish band American Express. The two Chris’ recruited Gerry 
Madine and Patsy Tweedie and moved their operation to England. 
Expression’ have toured with Bobby Bare and have backed such artistes as 
Vernon Oxford, Ronnie Prophet and Melba Montgomery. 

You can write to American Expression care of Allen Promotions, 6A Market 

Place, Wantage, Oxon, OX12 8AB. 


Rodney Jones of Tywyn. Gwynedd. would like to know something of Gill Young, 
who provides the backup vocals on the Free Spirit album. ‘Sayin’ What's To Say’. 


Yes Rodney, she is quite something isn’t she. Free Spirit first met Gill at a 
gig when her boyfriend asked Mike Mills if she could sing with them. Mike, 
at first didn’t like the idea, but when Gill protested she didn’t want to sing, 
Mike, being Mike, asked her to. 

Gill’s voice stayed in the back of Mike’s mind until the time came to record 
‘sayin’ What's To Say’, when he recalled her and offered her the chance of 
‘Sayin’ What’s To Say’, when he recalled her and offered her the chance of 
Gill Young is not a professional vocalist, but a WPC in the West Yorkshire 
Police Force, hence her very ‘arresting’ voice. 


DID SOMEONE ELSE 
GET YOURS 
LAST MONTH? 


With our rapidly increasing following 
this could easily happen. Where as we are glad to have 
new readers, we don’t want a sudden outcry from 
regulars that they can’t get it. 


So to ensure your regular copy of 
Britian’s best Country Music Publication 
complete this form and take it to your local newsagent. 


THIS MONTH 


| Dear Mr Newsagent, please order me my regular monthly = 
copy of Country Music Round Up. 
(Britain's first Country Music Newspaper) starting with the ] 
. ++ «++++..@dition. My name and address are as follows: 


il Mr/Mrs/Miss 


Country Music Round Up can be obtained through 
W. H. Smith's, John Menzies and other leading wholesalers 
throughout the U.K. 


Mr Newsagent please note that: 
Country Music Round Up is distributed nationally by: 
Spotlight Distribution Ltd., 
Spotlight House, 1 Benwell Road, 
Holloway, London N7 7A¥, « 
Circulation 01-607 6411 (Bill Pitson) 
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I first heard of Highway Shoes when the late Bill Tupper rang me 
up to tell me a new band was playing his East London club, a few 
weeks later Vic Woodhouse told me they were playing his Harlow 
club, so I made the journey to see what was later to become my 
favourite progressive country band. 


When I wrote about them in the 
gospel according to St. Michael 

(I know I’m a saint, because it’s 
written on my underpants!) I said 
this was a band to be watched for 
in the future, so you can imagine 
my please when I saw them win 
their heats, semi-final and then the 
final at the Silk Cut Talent 
Competition this year. 


CREDITORS 


Even more delighted than the 
band were, I am sure, their 
creditors, as it allowed the band to 
pay off some of the debts they had 
collectively incurred, but that is 
about the only benefit that ‘Shoes’ 
got out of winning the competition. 


Yes, there were one or two extra 
gigs and an enquiry from one 
agent, who was interested in 
having them on his books, but 
nothing outstanding. So now 
comes the news that ‘Highway 
Shoes’ have broken up, one of the 
saddest pieces of information I’ve 
received in a generally depressing 
year. 


O.K. they’ve had personnel changes 
in the past, when Sally MaCarthy 
the original keyboard and vocalist 
left some months ago with Gary 
Rickard....But then Gary came 
back, with the addition of Roger 
Gaymer, it made the band even 
stronger. 


It was this line up that took them to 


Wembley but John ‘Knee’ Levers 
on steel, departed as soon as the 


A 


Groovin’ 


The Album of the Month’ concerns 
‘Rock ‘N’ Roll Is Here To Stay’ (Ace 
WAX 1). This is actually only a 
sampler, giving an insight into 
seven different albums currently 
available on Ace Records. Infact as 
a sampler, it works very well, 
certainly it left me wanting to hear 
these seven albums in their 
entirety. There’s two trax by the 
Dynamite Band, ‘Hot Rod’, a sax 
dominated instrumental, and 
‘Tonight’s The Night’, a medium 
paced rocker, (culled from ‘Rockin’ 
Is Our Business’ (CH 53), available 
in 10 and 12 inch sizes). Diz & The 
Doormen, another British outfit, 
perform in the New Orleans R & B 
style. “Bluecoat Man’, a driving 
vocal, and ‘Mardi Gras In New 
Orleans’, a medium paced 
instrumental, are culled from 
“Chalk Farm Fiesta’ (CH54). Piano 
man, John Potter, another Brit, 
revives memories of Jerry Lee 
sixties style, with ‘High School 
Confidential’ and ‘Blue Moon Of 
Kentucky’. These trax come from 
‘Rockin’ The 88’s’ (CH 49) on 
which John is helped by ace 
guitarist Gypie Mayo. Our first 
American is Glenn Glenn, a guy I 
first heard on the ‘Hollywood Rock 
n’ Roll’ (CH I) album. Glenn’s 


————— nw 


Wembley final was won! Although 
to be fair to all concerned John had 
made other plans before they 
entered the competition and only 
remained throughout the 
competition because he was 
responsible for a proportion of the 
band’s financial commitments. 


TYPICAL CLUB: 


I last saw the band play at the 
Cockney Country M.C. at the end of 
May and talked to them afterwards, 
when from what they said then, it 
was obvious that a couple of them 
were thoroughly disillusioned with 
the whole scene. 

Why? 

because they feel they have been 
playing the progressive side of 
country tuned for ‘new ears’. But all 
too often it was the ‘old ears’ that 
frequent the typical clubs, ears used 
mainly for holding up cowboy 


“When we announced a Jerry Jeff 
Walker song, we were asked if he is 
a brother of the Boxer Billy!” 


“We are playing music that would 
appeal to youngsters and draw 
them to our music but those same 
youngsters are embarrassed by the 
existing image of country music!” 


So since my chat with the band, of 
the four remaining, the drummer 
‘nipper’ Croft has now left, he was 
closely followed by lead guitarist 
and vocalist Gary Rickard....So the 
remaining two felt shattered. 
Ironically it happened just when 


Mul 


contributions are the moody 
‘Everybody's movin” and Arthur 
Gunter’s ‘Baby Lets Play House’. 
Both songs are from ‘The Glenn 
Glenn Story’ (CH 57). Remember 
“Western Movies’ and the 
Olympics?. Well this black four 
piece have two slices of their 
Coasters styled music and humour, 
with ‘Dooley’ and ‘Big Chief Little 
Puss’. These two lively pieces of 
nonsense are culled from ‘Doin’ 
The Hully Gully’ (CH 56). The final 
four trax are authentic 50s/60s 
R&B cuts. I know absolutely 
nothing about Mercy Baby and 
Jimmy McCain, but ‘Marked 
Deck’, by the former, and ‘She’s 
Tough’, by the latter, cause me to 
wish to know a lot more. These 
tracks are from the Ace 
compilation, ‘Ace Story Vol.3’ (CH 
55). Finally there’s the legendary 
Howlin’ Wolf with ‘Crying At 
Daybreak’ and Worried About 
You. Baby’, from the album ‘Ridin’ 
In The Moonlight’ (CH 52). 


So ther you have it. Fourteen 
excellent trax culled from seven 
albums. A great mix of authentic 
and contemporary artistes recalling 
the greatest period in popular 
music. I hope to bring you more 
about these terrific Ace albums in 
the coming months. 


MM 


THE ROCKABILLY SCENE 
LM cc 


Not too much news this month, but if quality leads quantity then we’re on toa 
winner. EMI’s budget label, ‘Fame’, offers Gene Vincent ‘Greatest’ and Eddie 
Cochran ‘The Best Of, for only £2.99 apiece, and that can’t be bad. The Shakin’ 
Pyramids new album is ‘Celts & Cobras’ (Cuba Libre/Virgin).New single is ‘Just 
A Memory’, an Elvis Costello composition. 


HIGHWA ¥ SHOES. ___Was Wembley The End Of The Road’? 


HIGHWAY SHOES: Original lineup, left to right: Rbcer Gaymer, Gary Rickard, lan Croft, Neil John Levers, Ian Fox 


C.M.P. magazine were running a 
feature story on the bands 
breakthrough? 


So three years of hard work now 
goes down the drain, but Nipper 
had long wanted to move to 
Scotland and Gary says “Even an 
idiot gets fed up of banging his head 
against a brick wall after so long.” 


WHAT THEN OF 
THE FUTURE? 


Tan Fox and Roger Gaymer have 
been surprised at the number of 


Taking Care Of 
Elvis. 


Presley’s fan club is preparing a 
really great 1983 holiday. There’s 
the Memphis/Tupelo/Acapulco 
package featuring eight days in the 
south plus seven days in Mexico for 
£598 or eight days in Memphis and 
Tupelo for £428. ‘Graceland’ has 
finally opened as an Elvis Museum. 
So far, (at the time of writing) only 
the ground floor is open to the 
public and the admission price is 
five dollars. There’s a ‘Remember 
Elvis’ convention at the Holiday 
Inn, Brooke’s Road, Memphis 
during the weekend August 14 — 
16. RCA are set to release ‘A 
Legendary Performer Vol.4’. 


On the home front the ‘Berni Inn’ 
at Norton, Sheffield, after a 
successful evening of Beatles 
records are set for an evening of 
Elvis music. August 28th finds the 
monthly Elvis film/dance evening 
at ‘The Woodin Shades’, 212 
Bishopgate,London, from three to 
half ten. Proceeds, as usual, go to 
charity. 


Shakin’ Stevens 


Things have been relatively quite for 
Ole Shakey during the past couple 


musos that have got in touch with 
them offering their services, but 
both for the moment are 
concentrating on songuwriting....I 
am not making predictions but I'd 
like to put some of my money on the 
songwriting ability of Roger in 
particular (one of his songs was 
used on the David Essex 
programme on TV at the beginning 
of July and Chappell Music have 
shown interest in setting up a 


publishing deal), but a ‘New Band’, 


will almost certainly follow. 
However, both Ian and Roger want 
to make sure they have the right 


band before performing for the 
public. Although they have 
cancelled all bookings for July and 
August as a band, (including the 
prestigious Peterborough Festival), 
in the meantime they are taking 
work as a duo. They also have plans 
to produce a single record, of one of 
Roger’s songs which is 
unashamedly aimed at the 
crossover pop market with hopes of 
a proper distribution deal? 


ABAD YEAR 


For the London bands in general 


this has been a bad 12 months, we 
have seen virtual end of the Ned 
Porridge, Garry Blackmore anda 
rearranged Hickory Lake band. I 
know that most of those involved 
are still around but the original 
band _ prior to breakup had that 
certain something that only time 
can give them. All in all, their 
individual ways were much too 
important to lose and the fact that 
they couldn’t manage to stay 
together will also discourage major 
record companies from recording 
country music. 


MICK GREEN 


of months. However, all that will be 
changed shortly with the release of 
new records and a major British 
tour. Dates to look out for are:— 
September — Odeon, 
Birmingham(29 & 30) — October — 
Apollo, Manchester (1 & 2), City 
Hall, Newcastle (3), Apollo, 
Glasgow (4), Capitol, Aberdeen (6), 
Playhouse, Edinburgh (7 & 8), 
Futurist, Scarborough (9), City 
Hall, Sheffield (11), De Montfort 
Hall, Leicester (12), Gaumont, 
Southampton (13 & 14), Guildhall, 
Portsmouth (15), Brighton Centre 
(17), Colston Hall, Bristol (18 & 19), 
Empire, Liverpool (20 & 21), 
Gaumont, Ipswich (26 & 27), 
Hammersmith Odeon, London (28 
& 29) — November — Cornish 
Coliseum, St. Austell (1 & 2). 


The Blasters. 


The Blasters, who’s new album 
was revived in last month’s 


column, first came together to play 


at a wedding. They enjoyed the 
experience so much, they stayed 
together. The Blasters second gig, 
would you believe, was at a ‘gay’ 
bath house (I’m told they didn’t 
sing ‘Puff The Magic Dragon’). The 
outfit’s debut single in the U.K. ‘So 
Long Baby Goodbye’ is coupled 
with ‘American Music’. Both 
tracks are culled from the 
‘Blasters’ album, available on the 
F-Beat label. 


Passin Thoughts. 


Both of the Burnette Brothers 
‘moved on’ during the month of 
August, Johnny died on August 
14th, 1964, and Dorsey on August 
19, 1979. The 16th of this month, it 
will be the fifth aniversary of the 
death of Elvis Presley. But, finally, 
on a happy note, birthday greetings 
go to Dale Hawkins on the 22nd. 
Till next month, keep your suedes 
dry. 
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WILLIE NELSON 
ALWAYS ON MY MIND 
CBS 85685 


Do Right Woman. Do Right Man/Always On 
My Mind ‘A Whiter Shade Of Pale/Let It Be 
Me’Staring Each Other Down/Bridge Over 
Troubled Water/Old Fords & Natural Stone’ 
Permanetly Lonely/The Last Thing | Need 
The First Thing This Morning/The Party's 
Over 


I can’t quite make my mind up 
about this one. True, Willie has 
never been in better voice and the 
beautiful title track enjoys a 
definitive performance, but there’s 
just no guts to this album. It’s an 
album of schmaltz, ideal for late 
night listening, and not much else. 
This is supper club Willie. I prefer 
the sawdust and cupsidor Nelson. 
The pop hits don’t sit right with me 
either. The vocal marriage of 
Waylon & Willie on ‘Whiter Shade 
Of Pale’ is incompatible, though 
the guitar work is immaculate. 
And then, no-one could hope to 
improve on the Procol Harum 
original. 
Bridge Over Troubled 
Waters’ benefits from Willie’s 
silken tones, but I feel the tune’s 
best left in the Simon & Garfunkel 
songbook. ‘The Party’s Over’ was 
originally recorded for RCA back 
in June 1966. I don’t think time has 
improved this fine song. There’s 
not much left to say, except the 
musicians are excellent, but I can’t 
see this album being always on my 


mind. Pete Smith 


BARBARA MANDRELL 
THE VERY BEST OF 
Ronco RTL 2069 
Coming On Strong/Higher & Higher’Love Is 
Fair/Hey Good Lookin’ ‘He's Out Of My Life 
Mental Revenge ‘Woman To Woman/Hold 
Me/l Feel The Hurt Coming On‘Darlin’’ 
Sleeping Single In A Double Bed/How Long 
Tonight/Standing Room Only/If Loving You Is 
Wrong/Battle Hymn Of The Republic 


Sixteen tracks from the TV styled 
“Queen of Discobilly”’ must be 
good value in anyone’s estimation. 
Two of her former chart-toppers are 
included, “Sleeping Single In A 
Double Bed” and “If Loving You Is 
Wrong”, but only enhance the 
value. 


www Ww 


Barbara Mandrell is still one of the 
hottest properties in the states, 
with her numerous CMA Awards 
and top rated TV series, but she has 
yet to “crack” the U.K. although to 
a certain extent she’s made amark 
with her recent TV series, so this 
album, with it’s TV promotion 
could help cement the lady’s 
popularity. 

The only serious criticism I have is 
the inclusion of “Battle Hymn Of 
The Republic”. Patriotic? Yes. 
Emotional? Yes. But I doubt the 
song means as much to the British 
public and the more politically 
minded fans may even be a little 
offended. That apart this is an 
excellent release, offering 


extremely good value. 
Pete Smith 


WAYLON JENNINGS 
BLACK ON BLACK 
RCA LP 3072 

Women Do You Know How To Carry On/ 
Honky Tonk Blues / Just To Satisty You / We 
Made It As Lovers / Shine / Folsom Prison 
Blues / Gonna Write Me A Letter / May | 
Borrow Some Sugar From You / Song For 
The Life / Get Naked With Me. 


It seems ages since Waylon 
recorded an album on his own, (it 
was in fact about 18 months ago) 
So Las looking forward to this 
latest offering. Whether I was 
expecting too much, I don’t know, 
but I was disappointed. Why? 
Because the album has a very 
predictable ring about it, and 
although two or three tracks 
prevent it from becoming down 
right ordinary, it still fails to live up 
to the Waylon of past releases. 


For Black on Black Jennings has 
given up the producers seat to 
Chips Moman, the outcome is a 
much smoother production than 
Waylon fans have become used to. 
O.K. the reworking of Hank 
Williams’ ‘Honky Tonk Blues’ is 
excellent, but the new version of 
‘Just To Satisfy You’ (a duet with 
Willie Nelson), pales in 
comparison with Waylon’s 
original solo recording, which 
carried far more menace in the 
lyrics and general feel. 


Cash’s ‘Folsom Prison Blues’ is 
given the driving treatment, but 
again it has been done better in 
this style by Jerry Reed. I did like 
(very much) ‘Gonna Write Me A 
Letter’ written by Englands own 
Paul Kennerley, who has proved 
well capable of writing songs in the 
Jennings style. 


For me the weakest tracks are 
those written by Bobby Emmons 
and Chips Moman, often the case 
when producers include their own 
material in the album’s 
production, one almost gets the 
feeling that they were thrown in as 
‘fillers’. 


There is a brief notice on the back 
of this album which reads ‘Home 
Taping is Killing Music’ — maybe 
so, I would like to add that if 
albums were stronger in content, 
i.e. more original songs and not as 
many rehashes and cover 
versions, it might just make the 
buying public want to buy a record 
rather than tape someone elses. 
Similarly with the sleeve, the 
American version of this album 
has beautiful silver and black 
embossed sleeve, plus 
Waylon’s logo the ‘flying W’ on the 
actual record label, in Britain we 
get neither. 


I suggest Waylon waits to record 
his next album until he has ten 
good songs, rather than two or 
three, then he will command my 
attention again. And what's betting 
that on the next Willie Nelson 
album we get ‘Just To Satisfy You’ 
as a duet with Waylon!? 

Pete Nelson 


GRAM PARSONS 
Gram Parsons. 
Warners K57008 


We'll Sweep Out The Ashes In The Morning/ 
Hearts On Fire/Kiss The Children/That's All It 
Took/Love Hurts/In My Hour Of Darkness/ 
Return Of The Grievous Angel/Still Feeling 

Blue/Thousand Dollar Wedding/Las Vegas/ 
The New Soft Shoe/How Much I've Lied/Cash 
On The Barrelhead/Hickory Wind. 


Gram Parsons is a seminal figure in 
country rock, though were he still 
alive, I believe he would object to 
that term. Gram was possessed ofa 
troubled spirit, who, like others 
before him, Edgar Allan Poe and 


Two of Country Music’s best contributions to the literary world, JEANNIE C. RILEY and TOM T. HALL, exchange 

their latest works at a recent autograph party for TOM. TOM T. HALL, currently promoting his latest book and first 
novel, Laughing Man Of Woodmont Coves and JEANNIE C. RILEY, author of her best selling autobiography, From 
Harper Valley to the Mountain Top, have been mutual admirers since 1968 when he wrote her smash debut record, 


HARPER VALLEY P.T.A. 
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Hank Williams, found release only 
through his writing. When at not 
quite twenty-seven years of age, 
Gram Parsons died of a heart 
attack, apparently by pre- 
arrangement, his body was 
‘kidnapped’ and burned in the 
desert, his ashes scattered by the 
wind. Thus it’s been proffered Gram 
Parsons found a freedom in death 
he’d never experienced in life, but 
Parsons cramped a lot into his 
short life....As creator of the 
International Submarine Band, he 
was involved in the first 
acknowledged country rock outfit. 
His influence with the Byrds, made 
him part of the first commercial 
country rock band, and his 
formation of the Flying Burrito 
Brothers set the pattern for the next 
decade, and still this wasn’t 
enough. Gram was a prolific 
songwriter and even found time to 
record two albums of his own. Parts 
of ‘G.P.” and ‘Grievous Angel’ have 
been assembled, by Elvis Costello, 
to create this excellent album. I 
congratulate him on his choice of 
material. Only someone with a 
respect and deep love of Parsons’ 
music would have chosen these 
tracks. The duets with Emmylou 
Harris have not been forgotten. If 1 
were to pick just one song to 
describe Gram Parsons, it would 
have to be ‘In My Hour Of 


Darkness’. Pete Smith 


CRAWFORD BELL 
ANOTHER TEXAS SONG 
Homespun PHL 442 


Everything's A Waltz / Anoth-.r Bridge To 
Burn / | Dreamed | Saw Our Country On Her 
Knees / Peace Of Mind / Learning To Live 
Again / Lullaby's. Legends And Lies / Three / 
Another Texas Song / Stay A Little Longer / 
Queen Bee / Texas (When | Die) ‘ Somedays 
Are Diamonds 


Crawford Bell has been mentioned 
on this page in previous months and 
now comes his new album. This is 
further proof, if it were needed, that 
with the possible exception of 
songwriting, this quy has it all. He 
plays bass, acoustic guitar, dobro 
and trumpet - He produced the LP 
and sings all the songs with help 
from ‘The Dollar Band’ and co- 
producer Cel Fay, Artie McGlynns, 
pedal steel and Seamus Costello’s 
piano work being worth a mention. 


His choice of material is fine, 
although ‘I Dreamed’ and ‘Queen 
Bee’ are not personal favourites. 
The title song is a goodie - a fine 
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honky tonk sound. ‘Everything’s A 
Waltz’ was a recent single as was 
‘Stay A Little Longer’, but my own 
favourites are Silverstein’s 
‘Lullaby’s etc’ and ‘Peace Of Mind’. 


Ifthere are no real stand outs, this is 
an indication on the overall quality 
of the album, rather than a 
reflection on the choice of songs. 
Crawford Bell currently seems to 
divide his time between production 
duties for Homespun and for Gene 
Stuarts Northsound Studios. Gigs 
don't seem to figure too much in 
Crawford's schedule, so this LP will 
go largely unpromoted. But, if like 
me, you have Bell’s 1981 LP 
‘Cowboy Singer’, this one makes 


the perfect match. Noel Casey 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
ALL AROUND BLUEGRASS 
RCA INTERNATIONAL INTS 5188 


On The Southbound — Lester Flatt & Mac 
Wiseman / Chalk Up Another One — Jimmy 
Martin & The Osbourne Bros. / Blue Moon Of 
Kentucky — Porter Wagoner / You Can't Go In 
The Red Playing Bluegrass — Mac Wiseman / 
Carolina Breakdown —Don Gibson / Have You 
Come To Say Goodbye? — Lester Flatt / It's 
Only A Phonagraph record —Charlie Monroe / 
I'll Go Stepping Too — Lester Flatt & Mac 
Wiseman / Windy Mountain —The Lonesome 
Pine Fiddlers / Save It, Save It— Jimmy 
Martin & The Osbourne Bros. / Cuttin’ The 
Grass — Lester Flatt / Corn Cob Blues — John 
Hartford / Kentucky Ridgerunner — Lester 
Flatt / Bringing In The Georgia Mail — The 
Monroe Brothers / | Won't Be Hanging Round 
— Skeeter Davies / Nashville Grass 
Breakdown — Lester Flatt / Kentucky — The 
Blue Sky Boys / Special — Lester Flatt & Mac 
Wiseman / When It's Peach Picking Time In 
Georgia — Riley Puckett / Williams Lake 
Stampede — Geo. Hamilton IV. 


Whilst this album can’t and will not 
appeal to everyone, it is still a 
delightful and welcome release, 
bluegrass fans will obviously love it, 
and I have a sneakin’ feeling that it 
just may convert one or two non 
bluegrass fans also. The secret is in 
the compilation of the tracks, as 
Bryan Chalker states on the liner 
notes ‘all around blue grass is 
intended to illustrate the rich 
diversity of an aspect of American 
country music which has not yet 
become wholly acceptable to mass 
audiences’ which is just a long 
winded way of saying look here 
there’s a bit more to bluegrass than 
you probably realise. This album 
illustrates that point well. 


In my opinion the best tracks are 
the superb Lester Flatt & Mac 
Wiseman duets, if my memory 
serves me right they are from two 
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albums they made in the early ‘70’s 
on RCA, which are perfect 
examples of bluegrass singing and 
playing. Pete Nelson 


ED BRUCE 
LAST TRAIN TO CLARKSVILLE 
RCA INTERNATIONAL INTS 5199 


| Know Better / Why Can't! Come Home / 
Walkers Woods / Ninety Seven More To Go / 
If | Could Just Go Home / By Route Of New 
Orleans / Shadows Of Her Mind / Lonesome 
Is Me / I'm Getting Better / Her Sweet Love 
& The Baby / I'll Take You Away / Last Train 
To Clarksville / I'd Best Be Leaving You / 
Tiny Golden Locket / The Ballad Of The 
Drummer Boy / Something Else To 

Mess Your Mind / Puzzles / Memphis 
Morning / Painted Girls & Wine / Blue 
Bayou. 


Now this is more like it! — one listen 
to this and I was right back into the 
sixties, Waylon was ‘leavin’ Town’ 
and ‘Hanging On’ Willie was 
‘Laying His Burdens Down’ and 
Bobby Bare was ’500 Miles Away 
From Home’, Ah yes heady days 
those early memories of outlaw 
country. Even then renegade 
pickers were rumbling in the 
bowels of Nashville, Jennings, 
Bare, and Nelson were breaking 
from tradition and recording their 
own kind of country, this album isa 
perfect example of what was 
‘rebelious’ in the 60’s and 
although it is over a decade old, 
damn it if it doesn’t sound fresh 
again. Mind you the style is far 
removed from todays strident 
outlaw sounds, soft accoustic 
guitars, harmonica, and a 
beautifully understated dobro run 
nearly all the way through this 
album, coupled with Ed Bruce’s 
soft, deep voice, the whole 
atmosphere is delightfully laid 
back. 


With 20 tracks (7 of which were 
previously unreleased) I find it 
hard to name stand out songs —the 
standard is high. 


Another good point is the sleeve 
photo which shows a 60’s Ed 
Bruce minus moustache, and fresh 
faced, before time and life chiselled 
the features we have now become 
familiar via his ‘Maverick Series’ 
appearances on TV. It’s nice to see 
a picture which is relevant to the 
music, rather than the now 
common place ploy of putting an 
updated photo on early recordings. 


Pete Nelson 


SNEAK PREVIEW—MCA Nashville Division President Jim Foglesong (seated, right) threads the tape for a preview 
of the first cuts from THE THRASHER BROTHERS’ next album. Joining Foglesong for this first meeting to plan 
marketing support of the album are THE THRASHER BROTHERS’ new booking agent, Tandy Rice (seated, left); 
Century Il Vice President, Beckie Hames; attorney Robert Watson; THRASHER Manager and Century II President, 
Sonny Simmons; and THE THRASHER BROTHERS, Joe, Jim, and Buddy Thrasher, and John Gresham (not 
pictured). 
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Billboard « 
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TITLE 

Artist, Label & Number 
(Dist. Label) 

ALWAYS ON MY 
MIND A 

Wille Nelson 

Columbia FC 3795} 


MOUNTAIN MUSIC 


Alabama, RCA AHL1 4229 42 


3 | 38] WAITIN’ FOR 

THE SUN TO SHINE 

Ricky Skaggs, Epic FE 37193 43 
5 | 37] BIG CITY 

Merle Haggard, Epic FE 37593 “ 
4) 14] HIGH NOTES 


Hank Williams, Jr., Elektra/Curb 

£1-60100 (Elektra) 

BLACK ON BLACK 

Waylon Jennings, RCA AHLI 4247 

USTEN TO THE RADIO 46 
Don Williams, MC 5306 

IN BLACK & WHITE 47 
Barbara Mandrell, MCA 5295 


HEART BREAK EXPRESS 


Dolly Parton, RCA AHL 1.4289 48 
sir| 13] 4| SOMEWHERE IN THE 

STARS 49 | 47) 95 

Rosanne Cash, Columbia FC-37570 
11 | 11] 24} SOUTHERN COMFORT 

Conway Twitty, Elektra El 60005 50 | 46} 90 
12 {12} 12) INSIDE OUT 

Lee Greenwood, MCA 5305 51 | 49} 70 
13 | 7} 8] QUIET LIES 

Juice Newton, Capitol ST-12210 52 | 50) 10 
r| 16 | 5] insive 


Ronnie Milsap, RCA AHL1-4311 


WHEN WE WERE BOYS 
The Bellamy Brothers, 
Elektra/Curb £1.60099 


BOBBIE SUE 
Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 5294 


GREATEST HITS A 
Willie Nelson, 
Columbia KC2 37542 55 


FEELS SO RIGHT A 
Alabama, RCA AHLI 3930 56 


THE PRESSURE IS ON @ 


Hank Williams Jr., 57 
Elektra/Curb 5E 535 


JUST SYLVIA 
Sylvia, RCA AHL-1-4263 

SHE'S NOT CHEATIN’ 38 
(SHE’S JUST GETTIN’ 


EVEN) tr 


Moe Bandy, Columbia FC 38009 


CHARLEY SINGS 60 
EVERYBODY'S CHOICE 

Pride, RCA AHL1-4287 wy 
NUMBER ONES 

Conway Twitty, MCA 5318 
BUSTED 

John Conlee, MCA 5310 


WINDOWS 
The Charlie Daniels Band, 63 
Epic FE 37694 


FINALLY 


T.G. Sheppard, 
Warner/Curb BSK 3600 w& 


18 | 17] 71 


19 | 19 | 47 


51 |169 


Chart reproduced courtesy of Billboard Publication Inc. 
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MY HOME’S IN 

ALABAMA A 

Alabama, RCA AHL1-3644 

LOVE TO BURN 

Ronnie McDowell, Epic FE-38017 66 
STEP BY STEP @ 

Eddie Rabbitt, Elektra 5E 532 


AIN'T GOT NOTHIN’ TO 67 
LOSE 


Bobby Bare, Columbia FC 37719 


SOFT TOUCH 68 
Tammy Wynette, Epic 37980 
GREATEST HITS A 69 
Kenny Rogers, Liberty LOO 1072 
THE DAVID FRIZZELL AND 
SHELLY WEST ALBUM 
Warner/Viva BSK 3643 70 
BROTHERLY LOVE 
Gary Stewart And Dean Dillon, 
RCA-AHL-1-4310 71 
BET YOUR HEART ON ME 
Johnny Lee, Full Moon/Asylum 72 
5E 541 
2| STRAIT FROM THE HEART 
George Strait, MCA 5320 23 
43 | STRAIT COUNTRY 
George Strait, MCA 5248 
38 |39 | 16 | LAST TRAIN TO HEAVEN = | 74 


Boxcar Willie, Main Street ST 
73001 (Capitol) 

FAMILY’S FINE BUT THIS 
ONE’S MINE 


David Frizzel, Warner/Viva 23688 


= 
=. 


1,000,000 units (seal indicated by triangle). 


TILE 
Artist, Label & Number 
(Dist. Label) 


KEEPING TRAX 


Survey For Week Ending 7/24/82 


CIMARRON 


Emmylou Harris, 
Warner Bros. BSK 3603 


AMAZING GRACE 
Cristy Lane, Liberty 51117 


SOME DAYS IT RAINS ALL 
NIGHT LONG 
Terri Gibbs, MCA 5315 


PISTOL PACKIN’ MAMA 
Hoyt Axton, Jeremiah JH-5003 


FANCY FREE A 
The Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 5209 


THE LEGEND GOES ON 


The Statler Brothers, Mercury SRM- 


1-4048 (Polygram) 


SEASONS OF THE HEART 
John Denver, PCA AHL1 4256 


SEVEN YEAR ACHE 
Rosanne Cash, Columbia JC 36965 


STILL THE SAME OLE ME 
George Jones, Epic FE 37106 


| AM WHAT | AM @ 
George Jones, Epic JE 36586 


GREATEST HITS A 
The Oak Ridge Boys, MCA 5150 


JUICE A 

Juice Newton, Capitol ST 12136 
THE MAN WITH THE 
GOLDEN THUMB 

Jerry Reed, RCA AHL1-4315 
THE ROY CLARK SHOW 
LIVE FROM AUSTIN CITY 
LIMITS 

Roy Clark, Churchill CR-9421 


DESPERATE DREAMS 
Eddy Raven, Elektra SE 545 


GREATEST HITS & 
Ronnie Milsap, RCA ALI 3772 


SUGAR FREE 

Dave Rowland, Elektra €1-60011 
WHEN A MAN LOVES A 
WOMAN 

Jack Grayson, Koala 15751 


GREATEST HITS A 
Waylon Jennings, RCA AAL1-3378 


BACK IN THE COUNTRY 
Roy Acuff, Elektra £1-60012 


GREATEST HITS A 
Anne Murray, Capitol SOO 12110 


UNLIMITED 


Reba McEntire, Mercury 
SRM-1-4047 


FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
Ricky Skaggs, Rounder 0151 


YEARS AGO 
The Statler Brothers, 
Mercury SRM 16002 


TOO GOOD TO HURRY 
Charly McClain, Epic FE 38064 
LOVE WILL TURN YOU 
AROUND 

Kenny Rogers, Liberty LO-51124 
THE BEST OF 

EDDIE RABBITT @ 
Elektra 6£ 235 


THE DUKES OF HAZZARD 
Various Artists, Scotti Bros. FZ 
37712 (CBS) 


STARDUST A 

Willie Nelson, Columbia JC 35305 
CARRYIN’ ON 

THE FAMILY NAMES 


David Frizzell & Shelly West, 
Warner Bros. BSK 3555 


SHARE YOUR LOVE A 
Kenny Rogers, Liberty LOO 1108 


YOU DON'T KNOW ME 
Mickey Gilley, Epic FE 37416 


ROWDY 
Hank Williams Jr., 
Elektra/Curb 6£ 330 


I'M GOIN’ HURTIN’ 
Joe Stampley, Epic FE-37927 
WHISKEY BENT AND 
HELL BOUND @ 


Hank Williams Jr., 
Elektra/Curb 6-237 


GREATEST HITS 
Charley Pride, RCA AHL! 4151 


vy Superstars are awarded to those products demonstrating the greatest sales gains this week (Prime Movers). 
x Stars are awarded to other products demonstrating significant gains. @ Recording Industry Assn. of America 
seal for sales of 500,000 units (seal indicated by dot). A Recording Industry Assn. of America seal for sales of 


COLUMN FOR WH 
WITH 


KENNY ROGERS 
Love Will Turn You Around/I Want A Son 
UP 654 


First single to be released from the forthcoming Kenny 
Rogers album, ‘Love Will Turn You Around’. The title 
track has a particularly exciting tie in for Kenny as it is 
the theme from his first full length movie ‘Six Pack’. 


JUICE NEWTON 
Quiet Lies EST 12210 


1981 was definitely the year for country rock singer 
Juice Newton - her self titled album ‘Juice’ soared into 
the Top 20 of the US pop charts, attaining platinum 
status in the process. The album, produced by Richard 
Landis, a former Capitol staff producer and now Juice’s 
manager, yeilded three hit singles, ‘Angel of the 
Morning’, ‘Queen of Hearts’ and ‘The Sweetest Thing’. 


ON THE MARKET PLACE 


‘Quiet Lies’, once again produced by Landis is already 
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THIS IS YOUR RECORD 


RELEASE INFORMATION 


T'S NEW 


shooting up the US charts. The first single from the 
album ‘Love’s Been A Little Hard On Me ’is also faring 
extremely well in the US singles chart. 


ALBUM RELEASES (U.S.A.) 


DEADLY ERNEST & THE HONKY TONK HEROES... Wheeler 82 

CHARLY McCLAIN .. Too Good To Hurry .. Epic FE38064 

MARTY ROBBINS .. Come Back To Me .. Columbia FC37995 

WILLIE NELSON/WEBB PIERCE .. In The Jailhouse Now .. Columbia PC38095 
REBA McENTIRE .. Unlimited .. Mercury SRM-1-4047 

THE KENDALLS .. Stickin’ Together .. Mercury SRM-1-4046 


THE STATLER BROTHERS .. The Legend Goes On... Mercury SRM-1-4048 
HOYT AXTON .. Pistol Packin’ Moma .. Jeremiah JH5003 

ROY CLARK .. Live From Austin City Limits .. Churchill 9421 

GEORGE STRAIT .., Strait From The Heart .. MCA MCA5320 

PATSY CLINE & JIM REEVES .. Remembering .. MCA MCA5319 

JERRY CLOWER .. Dogs I Have Known .. MCA MCA5321 

DAVID FRIZZELL .. The Family's Fine, But This One's All Mine .. Warner Bros 26688-1 
JERRY ARHELGER .. Travellin’ On .. New Music FP1024 
VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Okeh Western Swing .. Epic EPC2214 


ALBUM RELEASES (U.K.) 


JERRY REED .. 20 Of The Best .. RCA INTS5117 

VARIOUS ARTISTS .. All Around Cowboys .. RCA INTS5189 

JERRY LEE LEWIS .. Motive Series .. Phonogram (Germany) 6463 
LOUVIN BROTHERS .. Tragic Songs Of Life .. Rounder ROU SS12 
HANK WILLIAMS JNR. .. High Notes .. Elektra K52384 

STEVE YOUNG .. To Satisfy You .. Rounder ROU3057 

RICKY SKAGGS .. Family & Friends .. Rounder ROUI51 

DOLLY PARTON.. Heartbreak Express .. RCA RCALP3076 

CHARLEY PRIDE .. Charley Sings Everybody's Choice .. RCA RCALP3075 
VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Kings Of Country Blues Vol.1 .. Arhoolie ARH1084 
VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Kings Of Country Blues Vol.2 .. Arhoolie ARH1085 
VARIOUS ARTISTS .. Texas Dance Hall Favourites .. ACE WIK13 
JERRY LEE LEWIS .. A Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On... CMF515 
JERRY LEE LEWIS .. Great Balls Of Fire .. CMF516 

JERRY LEE LEWIS ., The Pumpin’ Piano Cat .. CMF514 


SINGLE RELEASES (U.K.) 


ALABAMA .. Take Me Down/Love In The First Degree .. RCA RCA251 


BARBARA MANDRELL .. Operator, Long Distance Please/You’re Not Supposed To Be Here .. MCA MCA784 


PAUL KENNERLEY .. Take That Woman Away/How Long .. A&M AMS8221 
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A PROFILE OF JOE BROWN WHO THIS MONTH IS ONE OF THE BILLTOPPERS AT THE 
PETERBOROUGH FESTIVAL, LOOKING BACK AT THE CAREER OF THE COCKNEY WARBLER WHO 


HAS OFTEN SUCCESSFULLY FLIRTED WITH COUNTRY MUSIC 


The spikey haired, grinning, guitar playing cockney of the late ‘50’s and early 
“60’s seems a long way from country music, but when one gets away from Joe 
Brown’s early image, and dig a little deeper into the music and career of the 
man, then it is realised that he is something more than a poor man’s Tommy 
Steele. He has become in fact a musician of the highest calibre, who has had 
strong leanings towards country music in varying degrees throughout his 


career. 


When the origina! ‘Oh Boy’ TV show hit the screens 
back in 1958, not many of the performers of the time 
were capable of playifig more than three chords on the 
guitar, so sessions men were usually used for the more 
tricky stuff. 


However, when Jack Good put the ‘Oh Boy!’ show 
together, he needed a resident lead guitarist who was 
at least the same age as the rest of the cast, and who 
could really play. He chose a cockney sounding kid 
called Joe Brown, whom he had seen playing at a 
dance in Southend: His natural good humour and 
personality soon demanded that he was given a solo 
spot on the show - he got it, and became a firm 
favourite with the young (both boys and girls). 
Something which was unusual at the time, as most 
singers were being built in the ‘teenage idol’ mould, 
geared mainly to female appeal. 


Joe Brown’s first two singles were for the Decca label 
and were ‘People Gotta Talk’ which got nowhere, and 
‘Darktown Strutters Ball’ which crept into the lower 
reaches of the charts for about three weeks. Joe was 
retained by Jack Good for further TV shows which 
came in the wake of ‘Oh Boy!’, shows like ‘Boy Meets 
Girls’ and ‘Wham’ It was on ‘Boy Meets Girls’ that Joe 
met up with Johnny Cash for the first time, they 
became friends, and Cash presented Joe with a pair of 
cowboy boots which he has to this day. 


It was notable that on his second album ‘Joe Brown— 
Live’ (Piccadilly NPL 38006) in 1963, Joe recorded 


Cash’s ‘Old Apache Squaw’, and credited the 
American country star’s album ‘Songs of our Soil’ as 
the inspiration and source of the song. 


This had been the start of Joe Brown’s interest in 
country music. His first album, which had been on the 
Decca label called ‘A Picture Of Joe Brown’ (Decca 
ACL 1127) had been a mixture of music hall and 
novelty songs, but it was his meeting with Johnny Cash 
which helped to forge a firm link with country music. 


It is worth mentioning that even at this early point in 
his career Joe was also being used as guitarist support 
for many of the big American names who were brought 
over for TV. Amongst them were the legendary Gene 
Vincent, and Eddie Cochran, with whom Joe also 
toured Britain. He also worked with Johnny Cash on 
tour as a musician. Joe then played lead guitar on Billy 
Fury’s first album ‘The Sound Of Fury’ which is now 
generally recognised as the nearest that any British act 
got to the sound of the American rockabilly records of 
the‘50’s. 


Early in 1962, in a roadside transport cafe,a song was 
written on the back of a menu, that was to change Joe 
Brown’s life. The song, written by Joe’s bass guitarist, 
Pete Oakman, was called ‘A Picture Of You’, and it 
was, as Joe puts it,‘A ballad with a beat, but it had just 
the right kind of country flavouring, plus I dropped the 
cockney bit.’ The song of course gave Joe a number 
one single, and sold more than a quarter of a million 
copies. The song really was very country orientated, 


and if it had been recorded nowadays, I’m sure Joe 
would have had a pedal steel in there playing 
somewhere, as recently Joe has featured country 
instrumentation very heavily, with pedal steel, fiddle, 
mandolin, and accoustic guitar very prominent in his 
band. 


To label Joe Brown as anything even approaching a 
country singer at that early point in his career would 
have been valid.... but he featured country songs a lot 
more than most singers, at a time when it was 
unfashionable. Certainly the aforementioned ‘Old 
Apache Squaw’ was featured heavily in his stage act, 
and he recorded numbers like Don Gibson’s ‘Sea Of 
Heartbreak’, and The Louvin Brothers :Lonely Island 
Pearl’ plus his own hits like ‘That Tender Look’, 
‘Teardrops In The Rain’, and ‘That’s What Love Will 
Do’ which all owed a great deal to a country style 
music formula. 


After many varied career ventures which have included 
3 films, many pantomimes, and a long running London 
Westend stage show lead in ‘Charley Girl’. It was not 
until the early seventies that Joe Brown put all his 
energy into forming what was to be a brilliant, but sadly 
overlooked country/rock outfit which he called ‘Brown’s 
Home Brew’. 


Brown’s Home Brew featured keyboards and pedal steel 
guitar, plus the talents of Steve Simpson, lately of the 
Roxon Roadshow, on guitar and fiddle. Added to Joe’s 
own talents on guitar, mandolin, fiddle and bazouki. 
Joe’s wife Vicky was used extensively on vocals, and the 
whole feel of the band was steeped heavily into rock and 
cajun. But Joe was taking the band around the cabaret 
venues where he has previously worked as Joe Brown 
and The Bruwers, but the British public being what it is, 
just would not let Joe progress, they wanted the old hits 
naturally, but, would not, it seems, accept the new stuff, 
despite the band receiving critical acclaim withia 
musical circles, and on College gigs, but sadly that work 
would not support a band of this stature. Then Steve 


reviewed by PETE NELSON 


Simpson left, but Joe carried on still trying to crack it 
with the band, but ‘Brown’s Home Brew’ didn’t really 
take off at this period, a pity as they certainly had the 
potential to become really big. 


Two albums that evolved from this period, are well worth 
seeking out even now, as they were well in advance of their 
time, ‘Brown’s Home Brew‘ on Bell records, and ‘Together’ 
(vertigo 6360 114) were both superb examples of the 
country/rock, written by Joe and the group, both albums 
were well produced and packaged, yet failed in the 
marketplace where it counts. 


So Joe has been back to working the cabaret and social 
clubs with ‘The Bruwvers’ which is just a collective name 
for what ever good musicians happen to be available at the 
time, but over the years Joe has employed some of the very 
best of British pickers. There has never really been a 
notable recording deal since the Bell/ Vertigo albums, 
although singles on various labels like Ammo and Pinnacle 
were released, and in 1979 EMI released an E.P. on their 
parlophone label which contained ‘The Ted’s Song’, 
Shine’, and two excellent country songs in ‘Sea Of 
Heartbreak’ and ‘When My Blue Moon Turns To Gold 
Again’ Parlophone R6025. 


In recent months Joe’s race seems to have become more 
familiar again, probably stemming from his inimitable 
appearances on the revitalised ‘Oh Boy!’ Tv shows, leading 
on to his own ‘SquareOne’ quiz show for Granada TV, 
which has been very successful. So perhaps Jed Fords 
move in booking Joe for the Peterborough Festival is a very 
shrewd one, certainly the last three or four shows that I 
have seen of Joe Brown have been a perfect pot pourrie of 
his old hits, country/rock and straight country tunes with 
all those brilliant instrumentals featuring mandolin, guitar, 
and fiddle.. Hinged together by this mans personality and 
the entertaining ability gleaned from over twenty years of 
performing experience. Whether he will be accepted by the 
public at Peterborough remains to be seen, but risking one 
of the rare Nelson predictions, I have a sneaking feeling 
that Joe Brown will doin British country music what Frank 
Ifield did a couple of years back.... 


BOOTHILL COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB “THE MITRE” TUNNEL AVENUE GREENWICH SE10 


present 


The Finest Country Music In London 
Every Saturday Night 8.00pm/2.00am 


Sat. Aug. 7th 
Sat. Aug. 14th 
Sat. Aug. 21st 


Sat. Aug. 28th 


Sat. Sept. 4th 
Sat. Sept. 11th 
Sat. Sept. 18th 


Country Music Video's, 
7&t Screen 


Late Night Restaurant 
or Basket Meals 


Resident DJ, 
Mule Skinner 


TOMMY KEENAN & BUCKS COUNTY plus RYE WHISKEY ROAD BAND 


SANDI HART (Scotland’s No.1 Female Country Singer) & LEVI plus RYE WHISKEY BAND 
LINDA PAGE BAND plus RYE WHISKEY BAND 


(making London Club debut - from Wales) 


HAYDEN ST. JAMES & THE DALTONS plus THE 7 PIECE JAMESTOWN FERRY BAND 


Admission £2:50 each 


ss ——— ‘TEXAS COUNTRY’ MUSIC NIGHT 
featuring 
the first London appearance, direct from ‘Gilley’s’ Club, Texas 


(WAYLONS DOUBLE) WENDELL ADKINS 
plus FREE SPIRIT BAND 


making her first ever tour of the U.K. the inimitable, one and only 
RATTLE SNAKE ANNIE McGOWAN 


plus MIKE SCOTT TRACEY & COLT 45 


CHRIS BECKETT & EXPRESSION pius JULIE BYRNE BAND 
YELLOWSTONE PICNIC BAND plus JULIE BYRNE BAND 


(Britain’s Queen of Country Music) 
PATSY POWELL & THE GOODTIMERS plus MIKE SCOTT TRACEY & COLT 45 


Coaches welcome, 
phone 01 858 0895 


Membership 
Single £2:50 year 
Double £4:00 year 


MEMBERS ADMITTED UP TO 11.30pm. GUESTS UP TO 10.06pm 


Boothiili Management:- 


K, Price (876 7676) days. (603 7096) eves. 


E. Snipp (856 1004) Eves. 


C. Skinner (855 0011) days. 
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OLD TIME AND BLUEGRASS 


PICKERS 


by Bev Williams 
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and the highest standard of 


country made this an occasion to 
be remembered. For the first time 


instrumental championships on 
Saturday as usual. Two 


enjoy the music, banjo picker 
Mark Pugh and Leslie and Dave 
Fiddler Ford and Jesse. Dave lost 


with that of John O’Connel in the 


and The Wetnics?, alias Paul 
Hammerton, flower power 
extraordinary of Corby. The band 
who created the most favourable 
impression of the night were the 
Rainy City Bluegrass Boys from, 
where else, Manchester. Ultra 
smart presentation and very fine 
picking and singing will ensure 


onit’s second visit to the U,S. of A. 
next month. The Revival String 
Band from the Midlands followed 
and were succeeded by the Thrift 
Brothers, Phil making his annual 
pilgrimage from Germany to be 
here. Organiser Steve Read on 
bass lent his talents to back them 
Bob Armstrong and Dill Davies, 
dobro and guitar and Georgia on 
my Mind. 


The final hour was 


my pronunciation of their name, 
Graesset Gror (well you try it), 


Grows. A very refreshing change 
of high powered accoustic music 
from the five musicians(Lars 


neat guitar from John Lawrence. 
band; Niels Larsen, Fleming 


A pleasure to see that language 
presents very little barrier to 
harmonies and that bluegrass is 
really international. 


August will be a good month for 
country music in Holland, as there will 
be two major Festivals with featured 
acts from the U.S.A.. Britain and of 
course Holland. The 7th sees the first 
‘strictly’ country festival in the north. 
in the beautifully situated open air 
theatre at Diever in the province of 
Drente. where the festival starts at 
noon and runs until 10pm. 


On the 15th August there’s the Floralia 
Country Festival in the south of 
Holland, it’s in Oosterhout (near 
Breda) at their beautiful park/garden 
where they have all sorts of organised 
events. Only last year they approached 
Dutch country artist/promoters A.G. & 
Kate to organise a festival. 


Since it was an open air event they 
kept it all accoustic and it's huge 
success (5000 visitors and ‘rave 
write-ups’) prompted them to make it 
a yearly event. 


Last year there was just one American 
act (Joe Val and the New England 
Bluegrass Boys) together with top 
Dutch acts, but this year will be bigger 


musicianship seen anywhere in the 


this year we had a concert on both 
Friday and Saturday night with the 


honeymoon couples found time to 


no time at all in twinning his fiddle 


first band of the night, Luke Warm 


that this band is very well received 


devoted to our friends from accross 
the water in Denmark. I found that 


caused great mirth so I settled for 
an English translation, The Grass 


couldn’t make it). A very powerful 
lady singer, Elizabeth Hansen, and 


Solid back up from the rest of the 


Rasmussen, and Jorgen Johansen. 


Sixth Edale Bluegrass Festival — The Best Yet. 


Glorious weather, Theakston Ales, 


‘GRESSET 
6 GROR 


NAAAAARARAAARAR 


I did hear that the final banjo died 
at about five—thirty in the morning 
The Boys Brigade camped in the 
next field sounded revielle half an 


hour later so not much sleep for 
some people. Much picking and 
singing round the camp before 

adjourning to the Jolly Rambler. 


Nice to see Dark Hollow paying a 


passing visit in spite of a busy 
schedule, likewise the Down 
County Boys and Stan and 
Margaret Gee and family. 


and even more interesting. as from 
America (sponsored by K.L.M 
Airlines), they bring in the legendary 
‘Bailes Brothers’. Consisting of Walter 
and Kyle Bailes, Ernest Ferguson and 
Troy Boswell. Also from the States are 
Benny and Vallie Cain and the Country 
Clan, well known in Bluegrass circles. 
Then from England, Keith Manifold and 
the Duffy Brothers are booked to play. 
From Holland co-organisers A.G. & 
Kate (who played a well acclaimed set 
at this year’s Wembley Festival) will 
appear along with Jerrycan, a top 
Dutch Bluegrass group that recently 
toured the States, and a couple of local 
acts. 


So if you like your country music 
traditional and accoustic and if you 
have a few days to spare (or can make it 
an 8 day trip to catch both festivals), nip 
across to Holland in August. At both 
festivals there are camping sites near 
by. 


if you want to know more write to: A.G. 
& Kate, Grand Ole Opry. Ryen N.B. 
Holland. or phone (from Britain) 
01031 1612 3305, or when you're in 
Holland just dial 01612 3305. 


The instrumental championships 
started about three in the afternoon 
and for the first time there were 
awards to the winners. Big Al 
describes himself as a frustrated 
banjo picker but he sure paints 
pretty pictures of instruments, 
Thanks, Al. The winners this year 
were: guitar - Chris Moreton, banjo 
- Phil Thrift, fiddle - John Savage, 
mandolin - Chris Metcalf, dobro - 
Dave Godby. The afternoon 
finished of by a scat band featuring 
a bones player — wild. 


Brian Curtis fronts Train 45 and 
what a sound the old pro. has put 
together. Time only allowed a half 
hour spot but everybody wanted 
more. This pattern was repeated 
through the night, with Old 


Hickory all the way from Scotland, 

a very welcome reunion of Silver 

Hill String Band with the lady of the 
lower village on bass. Bluegrass 
Express, Matt Ditchburn leading 

the Derwent Valley Boys, Cats 
Cradle and the Chevin Ramblers all 
provided a splendid show to lead up 
to the grand finale with Grass Grows. 


A totally different show 
from Friday night with a strong 
emphasis on swing and once again 
the bones player to finish the night 
off. John told me that back home 
the band plays for up to four hoursa 
night which is why they are able to 
play so many styles of music. Thanks 
go to the Grass Grows and I hope to 
see you again sometime. I trust that 
your memories will enable you to 
convince your friends back home 
how good it all was and maybe 
more of them will come next year. 
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Tailpieces 


Acknowledgments go to the Chevin 
Ramblers for manning the P.A. 
system again this year. The best 
sound yet. | hear Dick Newton is 
leaving the Down County Boys & 
Brian Curtis is running a recording 
studio for bluegrass music. With a 
boss like that the sounds obtained 
have to be good? Meantime 
Warwick Grover has decided he is 
no longer able to make banjos so 
with reluctance has closed the 
shop. I think thanks are due to 
Steve Read for his organisation of 
the Edale Bluegrass Festival. 


Bill Keith 
& Jim Rooney 


The ever popular duo were again in 
the country during July. The Leeds 
Bluegrass Club continues to run on 
the last Thursday of the month with 
the Chevin Ramblers as resident 
hosts. Anybody know of any regular 
grass nights anywhere can drop me 
a line for a mention, oh yes and 
anybody in the Lancaster area 
looking for a banjo player? News 
and views to 5, Kingston Terrace, 
Leeds LS2 9BW. 
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Here’s why Guitar Player is perfect for 
those players, teachers, and other 
friends who take their music seriously. 


© Over 180 how-to columns each year 
by the top professionals in guitar, those 
in it day-after-day. 

© More than 80 articles that get behind. 
the scenes and explore topics, just for 
guitarists. 

© Latest reviews of new guitar albums 
and books. 

© Product previews introducing gui- 
tarists to the very latest equipment on 
the market. 

© Advisory Board staffed with the true 
ONLY 90 pence stars in the field, helping keep Guitar 
monthly Player constantly up to date. 


LATEST ISSUE AVAILABLE NOW FROM LEADING MUSIC 
SHOPS THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 


JACKSON 
BARRUECO 
FRANKLIN 


NAMM ‘198 


GPI Publications 
Cupertino, California, 
U.S.A. 


A.G. & Kate pictured outside the Grand Ole Opry (Holland). 


Eddy Raven, with a neat line in hats, spies on the opposition at the soccer shoot out, while Lee Greenwood 
seems not quite sure of the game. 


Three of the Blues team. 
to be deep into tactics. 


Stella Parton contemplates her hat after failing to master the high jump. 


Photo Reviev 


There were several new aspects to 
one of the best proved to be the 
spectacular which had three teams 
Vanderbilt Stadium. The games be 
as well as providing great en 
spectators. 


The teams, all of whom took part in 
the part of some, a great will to wi 
Lee (Captain), Joe Bonsall, Lee G 


Sylvia. WHITE Richard Sturban (C 
Stella Parton, Margo Smith, Jac 
(Captain), Rex Allen Jnr., Louise M 
Dave Rowland. Substitutes were To 


At the end everyone had had a gre 
alike. The Blue team gained most | 
but the real winners were the Te 
receive a donation from Fan Fair o 
Games and someone is to be cong 
idea. 


Kippi Brannon gets set for the 50 yard dash with team mate Jacky Ward offering advice. 


Louise Mandrell looks pensive while Barbara Mandrell and Dave Rowlands appear Lee Greenwood declares Brenda Lee ‘out’ as she lies prostrate on the turf. 


' by Don Ford 


International Fan Fair this year and 
‘All American Games’, a ten event 
of country music stars competing at 
efited Tennessee Special Olympics 
ertainment for several thousand 


tremendous spirit coupled with, on 
, lined up as follows: REDS Brenda 
reenwood, Jerri Kelly, Eddy Raven, 


ptain), R.C. Bannon, Kippi Brannon, 
ky Ward. BLUE Barbara Mandrell 
andrell, Marty Robbins, Misty Rowe, 
m Grant and Wendy Holcombe. 


at time, participants and spectators 
)oints with the Reds coming second, 
nessee Special Olympics who will 

behalf of the All American Country 
ratulated on coming up with a great 


Barbara Mandrell and Marty Robbins can afford to smile, their team is in the lead. 


R.C. Bannon, having crashed to the astro turf in agony, is stretchered off and taken to hospital. Good news of Louise Mandrell (Mrs. R.C. Bannon) watches anxiously as her husband is taken to hospital, with consolation 
the injury came later. from Dave Rowland. 


On yer bike! Joe Bonsall of The Oak Ridge Boys gets some practice in prior to the bike relay. Marty Robbins explains his teams tactics to a TV interviewer. 


we 
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Harlow— 
A Long Distance Review 


They said you cannot do a review from more than a 
thousand miles away...and it’s true...but Harlow’s 
too good and too important an event to overlook, so 
with the benefit of a few phone calls and a lot of help 
from my friends I gained an insight to Harlow ’82. 


This festival has really become the Londoners summer 
country music festival and is undoubtedly now 
considered by many ‘Foreigners’ a major event on the 
U.K. Country Music Calendar, attracting as it does 
some 20,000—plus fans from far and wide every year! 


Certainly Harlow is unique on one count as a country 
music festival, in that (apart from 50p car park) the 
whole event is free! 


The original brainchild of Vic Woodhouse this was the 
fourth festival held over the weekend of June 5 and 6, 
and both days benefitted this year from great weather, 
good acts and an even greater crowd. 


What Was Missing? 


Apparently nothing, unless you want to count the 
previous years sound system problems, because this 
year will go down as the year the sound crew got it 
right. That is not to say it has been all bad in the past, 
just that open air festivals with mobile crowds make it 
that much more difficult to get the right balance, but 
this year no complaints from anyone. 


SATURDAY 


Dual comperes Vic Woodhouse and Radio Orwells 
Nigel Rennie opened up just five minutes late,(a rare 
achievement at such events) introducing Ann &Ray 
Brett, augmented by drummer and bass player. Then 
came Mel Haque backed by local band Spellbound, who 
in turn was followed by, (in my opinion currently the 
finest country band in England) The Muskrats, back for 
the third year running so someone must agree with me. 


Then, lovely, bubbling, Patsy Powell brought her 
Goodtimers along, prior to the evening being finished on 
an Irish flavour with a bit of blarney in the shape of the 
new line up Cottonmill Boys...So the Saturday acts were 
all well received, with the crowd kept happy all day and 
campers went back to their camp site with only one 
topic of conversation... It would be hard to match that 
show the next day. 


SUNDAY 


With Vic Woodhouse’s own ‘new’ Hickory Lake 
prepared to open the proceedings it was left to the new 
co-host presenter, well known singer/songwriter and 
Radio Hereward Country Music Show presenter, Terry 
McKenna, to introduce them. Predictably Harlow 


stalwarts in the crowd supported their local band right 
the way through their set, which left the audience in a 
great mood for the following acts. 


American Expression are gathering fans with every gig 
this being no exception. Then the “Yellowstone Picnic 
Band’ who utilise all their vast individual experience to 
great effect, would be nominated for a best ‘new’ band 
of the year award! If such an award existed 

So by the time ‘Mustang’ had finished their set and 
‘Poacher’ had closed the whole proceeding, those fans 
that had asked how Sunday could match Saturday had 
their answer....so any arguments that remain on which 
was a better day, comes down to individual choice... On 
paper the whole weekend line-up looked good and 
clearly in reality all came up to expectations. 


Personality Parade 


To add to everything billed, Jed Ford turned up to 
promote his Peterborough Festival, ‘I hope to see you 
all there.’ ‘Little Ginny’ was persuaded to sing one 
number during the change over, even Justin Tubb 
joined Mustang for the latter part of their set. This 
giving rise among some to such patriotic comment as 
‘It was supposed to be an all British Country Music 
Festival’. However perhaps it’s a nice touch that a 
current member of the Grand Ole Opry should want to 
give up his Sunday afternoon rest to be involved...and 
surely this peoples festival is flexible enough to accept 
such a nice gesture? Certainly most appreciated his 
show. 


All Sweetness and Light 


Unfortunately this excellent event was marred by one 
major black mark! When that which many of us had 
predicted for years would happen. Irresponsible 
clowning with toy guns by toy cowboys took it’s toll 
causing a nine-year-old girl to suffer severe injury to 
her left eye, the latest hospital bulletin (no pun 
intended) indicates this poor girl will have damaged 
vision for the rest of her life. 


If you want to get ahead, get a hat (ora Cadillac) 


Subscription 


REMINDER 


Country Music Round Up 
Delivered with your 
Mail, on or about the 
1st of every month. 


Current 
Subscribers 


© One of the 
successes of the 
recent Harlow 
Festival, 
Mel Hague has 
got both.... 
The hat has 


long been 
a characteristic of 


Mel’s presentation, 
but the car is one 
of his more recent 
acquisitions. 

Mel is pictured here with his 
long time coveted Cadillac. 


September sees Joe Fish of 
Piccadilly Radio’s country music 


Send your name and X in this box programme, lead a party of 43 
address together with means fans on the 2nd Annual trip to 
cheque/P.O payable to: YOU ARE UP FOR Nashville. Joe’s trips differ 
Country Music Round Up RENEWAL. from others in that besides the 
country music aspect, all the 
AnnualR ates fans will be staying with families 
and friends of a radio station, 
BRITISH ISLES ........ .-..£8.50 W.M.S.R.. of — Manchester- 
EUROPE........ £9.50 Tennessee. which all came 


AMERICA/CANADA (Air Mail)..£13.00 


about after live transatlantic 


Nashville Trip 
with a difference? 
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It’s high time for ‘all’ gun firing to be banned, except at 
their own properly organised ‘shoot out’ events. 


O.K. initially country music shows might lose a few 
patrons but in the long term I’m personally sure gun 
fire has reduced crowds, not increased them. It seems 
particularly sad that this should happen at Harlow 
where the council really ought to be congratulated, not 
only on the music side, but on it’s general organisation 


Britain's 1st Country Music Newspaper 


COUNTRY 


DOnT BE LEFT OUT 
IM THE RAIH AGAIN! 
If you're not fisted 
in our Directory 
it's probably your 
own fault, so put 
matters right now. 


link-ups between the two 
stations during 1980. 


Last year’s group were greeted 
on the outskirts of the Tennessee 
town by a police escort and were 
then welcomed by a civic 
reception attended by the Mayor 
of Manchester-Tennessee. The 
time spent in this small 
Tennessee town proved to be one 


of the highlights of that trip, so September. 


8.00pm until 1.00am. 

DANCING IN LUXURIOUS ,SURROUNDINGS. 
£2:50' AUG. 6th: 

£2:00 AUG. 13th: 

£2:50 AUG. 20th: 

£2:50 AUG. 27th: 

£2:75 SEPT. 3rd: 


BOOK NOW 
£2:75 OCT. 1st: 


£2:75 OCT. 8th 


Fully licensed : Free Car Park 


paving the way for the 2nd trip 
this September. 


Some of the group will also be 
spending several days at 
Disneyworld whilst others will be 
touring Texas for a week. 
(FOOTNOTE): Piccadilly Radio's 
‘Country Cousins’ programme 
moves from Friday evening to 
Saturday evening from 
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and the accompanying free children’s entertainment 
provided that allows many parents freedom to relax 
and enjoy the music. 


Finally: If you were there and enjoyed it don’t 
forget about it until next year. Take the bother to write 
in to the council at Town Hall, Harlow and tell them 

how much...It could make the difference to ensure that 
the festival will take place in 1983. MICK GREEN 


QGposvepop 
Rooms 


London's * 
COUNTRY NITESPOT 


at the GROSVENOR ROOMS 
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 


FULLY AIRCONDITIONED 
GOOD FOOD. 
DISCO BY TOM FEENY & DAVE COX. 


THE STEWERT BROTHERS 
INDIGO LADY 


CUTTIN’ LOOSE 
GRINGO 


EMERALD 
THE KENNY FENDER BAND 


TONY GOODACRE 
THE JAMES TOWN FERRY BAND 


JIMMY LAWTON SHOW - (U.S.A.) 


LINDA CASSIDY - (U.S.A.) 
WENDAL ADKINS - (U.S.A.) 


For advanced tickets and enquiries TELEPHONE 01 451 0066 
GROSVENOR ROOMS, 92 WALM LANE, LONDON NW2 


(Opposite Willesden Green Jubilee Line) 
(NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED) 


KEEP COUNTRY 
MUSIC ALIVE 


Help us, help those 


who help themselves, 
and please support 
our Advertisers. 
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ANGLIA 
REPORT 


Joe Allen 


The Northants C.M.C now meets 
fortnightly at the Towcester Football 
Club rooms on a Sat. and extend a 
warm welcome to all although their 
31st July meeting was cancelled they 
feature The Lane Train Country Band 
on the 13th and The Ramrods on the 
28th...1 note that Helen West and 
Sweet Country visit the 
Sawbridgeworth Cricket Club on the 
27th. 


The Local to Northampton Band, Blue 
Country which features Eddie Dawson 
lead vocals. and 14 year old Julie 
Clements on Fiddle play The Irish 
Centre. Corby. on the 16th & the 
Welfare Club Corby on the 20th, but 
don't forget Eddie and Julie appear 
fortnightly on a Sunday at The Coach 
and Horses Wellingborough.! caught 
their act recently and by the end of the 
evening they gained cheers and 
encores for more. | was surprised at 
the full sound they manage to 
produce. 


Milton Keynes own ‘Country 
Thinking'do some travelling this 
month, on the 7th they are at U.S.A.F. 
Lakenheath, 13th Country Way C.M.C. 
Leighton Buzzard. 14th Three 
Horseshoes. Norwich 26th Harlow 
(Pitney Bowes) 27th way down to 
London to the Lake & Elliott Soc. Club. 


Worth a visit is The Silver Saddle 
C.M.C. which meets every Sunday at 
the Sunnyside Northampton. it's run 
by Fred Taylor, who currently needs 
your help to keep the club running. 
they have lost money in the past. so 
the club is in jeopardy due to falling 
attendances, if you have any spare 
time and can help promote the club in 
any way why not give Fred a ring on 
Northampton 711765. 


This month the ‘High Chapperal’ 
C.M.C. bring in Ellie Scott and her 
band on the Sth. whilst the ‘Westway 
C.M.C.' who meet at The Witney Town 
Football Club have Denver Gold. Patsy 
Powell and the Goodtimers. 


Thanks to George Wincott. I've 
information of a Country dance at the 
Lavendon Village Hall on Sat.14th. 
entertaining for the evening are 
Tommy Keenan and Bucks County, it 
runs from 8pm till midnight and the 
ticket price includes a Buffet. 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 


about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keepingyour name in the 
public eye! 

It can cost you as little 

as £2.50 per week.... 


Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


Wednesdays see’s the Ranch House 
in Higham Ferrers hold their Country 
evening and The Viking P.H. in 
Rushden still hold their Monday night 
Jam sessions. 


Congratulations to Brandon based C/ 
W group ‘Clem Country’ forthe second 
year running, chosen ‘Entertainers of 
the year’ at the Ipswich C&W Club. 
The group wish to thank all members 
who voted for them. 

Incidently the latest addition to the 
group is Larry (Fingers) Leach comes 
from the states, he replaces Simon 
Lilley on lead guitar, and | am told 
Bunny Bowes who's probably one of 
the oldest working steel guitarists, 
will be guesting with the group in the 
not too distant future... 


In August.Clem Countrys bookings 
start on the 1st at the Swan Sibil. 
Hedenham. Essex. followed by visits 
to Burnham Thorp Village Hall, The Bell 
Cornishall End Essex,.. Swaffham 
Conservative Club... The William Burt 
Centre West Winch.... Worlington Hall 
Hotel. Nr. Mildenhall... Rod And Gun 
Club. Laker.... Brandon Royal British 
Legion... Broad Haven hotel, Potter 
Heigham. then on the 30th a charity 
concert at Burwell Fox, this event is 
open air and starts at 1.30pm. 


‘Hobo’ Dave Weston has dropped mea 
line from South Africa, where he’s 
doing his own style of Country Music 
and continuing to please his many 
fans out there. He is now working with 
Terry Dempsey who is better known 
for his songwriting, he wrote 
Daydreamer for David Cassidy which 
was a number one record forhim afew 
years ago. so maybe Hobo will have a 
hit record before long. 


Line Up Changes. 


Over the past few weeks The ‘Barbary 
Coast’ line up has changed twice, first 
Keith Parks left by mutual agreement 
to work in France, then just before the 
group were about to depart for 
Germany and Belgium for the Barbara 
Fairchild tour, John Roach who played 
steel left, but after many phone calls by 
Barry Fletcher, Pianist, Keith was 
persuaded back to the group. Finally 
Barry relates the group had a very 
successful tour and they are looking 
forward to meeting up again with Frank 
Ifield for a few dates in Europe this 
October and also to the British tour with 
Kenni Husky in November & 
December, you may remember Kenni 
had to cancel her springtime tour due 
to health problems. Barbary Coast can 
be seen at the De Montfort Hall in 
concert at Leicester this month with 
Micky & Griff. Duffy Brothers, & 
Poacher. Then at the Beadlow Manor 
Club, Bedford on the 20th... | note that 
former ‘Coast’ member John Roach, 
with John Fortescue have formed a 
new group called ‘Devil Weed.’ they 
made their debut together at the 
Sunnyside club in Northampton 
recently. 


Bits And Pieces. 


A letter from Warren Reeves, informs 
he is doing a summer season in his 
home town Skegness five nights a 
week, but plays Country Club Bookings 
at the weekends making him a busy 
artist. 

‘Country Thinking’ have a new E.P. out 
this month called ‘Thinking Out Loud’ 
together with the title track, ‘Mary Ann’ 
written by member Alan Gowing, is 
currently getting airplay on Chiltern 
Radio and other stations. 


The first Country Music promotion at 
the Stables in Lavendon proved a 
complete sellout. in fact so successful 
that both bars ran dry of ale, so the 
management would like to thank ali the 
artists and all the fans who supported 
the event, more Country here seems 
certain in the future. 


Special 
Offer 
Limited 


‘Hereward Country’ has changed it's 
broadcasting time to a Saturday 
evening. 7pm to 10pm. Also ‘Chiltern 
Country’ moves to a Saturday 6pm to 
8pm to overlap Hereward and BBC 
Radio 2 ‘Country Greats’ in Concert 6 to 
7pm. take your pick. seems it’s all or 
nothing. 

Ketterings ‘Lockstock and Barrel’ 
consists of John Fellowes and Dave 
Anderson, are still appearing as a duo. 
This month they can be seen at Royal 
Hotel Kettering... Kingfisher, Corby.. 
Bucclevel Hotel, Ketering. on the 14th 
John’s birthday. Then at Saffron Lane 
Club. Leicester... The Phoenix, Corby... 
Followed by End of the Trail Country 
Music Club Worcester. 

The inflated version of ‘Lockstock & 
Barrel’ are now working as Desperate 
Dans Country Band and are working at 
the MK Divided CMC Bletchly, 27th 
The Peterborough Festival, 30th 
Linton Village Hall, Burton on Trent. 
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All information as usual please to Joe 
Allen, 385. Shelley Road. 
Wellingborough. Northants, NN8 3EW. 
or telephone 0933 677352. 


ST. TROPEZ... 
The Festival the 
fans let get away 


About a year ago I returned from the south of France 
excited by the idea of a promoter to put on a country 
music festival in St. Tropez at prices that most people 
could afford.....a great idea, so what happened! 


Caister country weekends) took that number down fora 
Disco/Soul fortnight and speaking to some of the fans 

before they left they were all planning to go again later 
this year and again next year. 


Apparently the reason Meggermead went ahead with 
some sections was the company had booked the 
Marquee (which despite its name is not a tent but a 
prefabricated building) seating 1500 people with a stage 
at one end, a large dance area, bar and restaurants and 
the P.A. was from England with its own sound engineers, 
albeit minus the back line, and extra amps, so there was 
a scramble round to find drums. 


Everything....to start with. Bands were contacted, the 
site organised, extra accomodation arranged, back 
line arrangements made, trade stalls and evena 
preliminary agreement for sponsorship. As I said in an 
article then, they had everything but the fans....and 
after spending considerable sums on advertising in all 
areas of the media by March a total of 26 people had 
sent in their deposits! 


Most of those acts retained, came from Scotland 
because that’s where the fans that refused to be put off 
had come from, so we had Prairie Moon, Jolene and Part 
Two, J.D Douglas and the Dallas Band, together with 
Londons Ed Pearson with an international band and 


french acts Lorrette and Chamelion....Infact 500 people 
were present each night but very few of these were 
country fans so about an hour of country music was 
fitted in each evening between the disco and most acts 
kept predominantly to the up tempo numbers: 


PRAIRIE MOON: Probably played more often than 
anyone else and were appreciated for their relaxed 
easy-come easy-go holiday attitude, and they deserve 
full praise, nothing seemed too much bother for them 
as they backed other artistes and helped out several 
acts. I particularly liked lead singer Mick’s voice. 


It was obvious by this time that in an area noted for it’s 
boobs, the compnay had made one of their biggest, 
and the festival was officially cancelled. Although I’m 
convinced had the fans turned up it would have been a 
first class country holiday... 


JOLENE & PART TWO: (and part four on one 
occasion). It is obviously much harder for only two 
instruments to compete with a disco sound but they 
semed to be well appreciated, although would have 
been better served with their own equipment. 


In an attempt to try and save any other would-be 
promoters making similar mistakes, I will try to 
analyse what went wrong: 


JAN DOUGLAS & THE DALLAS BAND: I had never 
heard (or heard of before), but have nothing but 
admiration for the way this lady bounced out in a very 
brief show biz style costume and worked really hard at 
a over-the-top female Tom Jones type act. To be frank 
she suffered in the first half of her show but deserved 
her applause at the end, having won the audience over. 


(a) Such anevent has to be planned at least a year in 
advance but during the time since its announcement 
recession had bitten even deeper and practically every 
company organising holidays in France at that time 
was at least 20% down. 


(b) The franc had been overvalued compared with 
other holiday countries and although it devalued while 
we were there it was too late. 

(c) The World Cup tournament was televised world 
wide during the fortnight and many people did not 
want to take their holidays at this time. 

(d) Most British country music fans are family people 
and the festival did not fall during school holidays. 

(e) It takes a long time for the average British fan to 
have confidence in a promoter, (it even took Pontin’s a 
couple of festivals to win support) and I feel the fans felt 
they might be buying a pig-in-a-poke. 


LORRETTE: Was billed as the French Emmylou 
Harris although she was obviously very nervous, she 
still sounded more like Richard Harris to me! 


CHAMELION: An excellent french band that sang in 
English with a Jerry Lee Lewis sound alike (musically 
and vocally), but having shown their potential, then 
switched to disco music. 


MIXED PORRIDGE FROM PEARSON: Ed Pearson 
turned up without a band but managed to get Marc 
Bozonnet, an amazing French lead guitarist (they call 
him the Albert Lee of France and he is!), who also plays 
excellent steel, plus Olivier Andres another Frenchman 
on bass, plus an excellent drummer from Scotland, 
called Jimmy McDevitt. Although this made for a very 
‘lumpy porridge’ to start with it was quite amazing how 
smooth it had become by the end of the night. 


So overall it’s my opinion that the whole idea was far too 
ambitious for a ‘first event’, however anyone can be 
clever with hindsight. 


O.K., the event was a non-starter from a support point of 
view, but Meggermead deserved better, because infact 
they supplied everything they said they would and as my 
heading states.....St. Tropez was one the fans let get 
away! Pity! 


Officially cancelled, but some sections did take place 

and there were enough indications to show how good it 
could have been, had just 500 fans turned up, as another 
guide just a fortnight before, Showstopper, (noted for 
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Special discount offer available to Clubs. 


CLUB 
SECRETARIES 


Are you Selling Britain's 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


- offering the greatest coverage of 
country music - is available for club 
sales, Why don't you find out details 
and let your members have the 
latest news fast every month? 


Phone 0522 685507 


For details of 
special club rates 


C CLASSIFIED 


(PRIVATE) (TRADE) 
15p per Word 25p per Word 
Min. £4.00 Min. £8.00 


Miss Calder Rivers, Nashville Star 
SearchWembley Finalist. requires to 
front established Country Band or good 
dedicated semi-pro.. musicians with 
professional attitude to form Country 
Band. Yorkshire area preferred, but not 
essential, ring Hull 645129. 


THE CHET ATKINS GUITAR SOCIETY 
SAE.,Jim Beam, 33, Wimborne House, 
Dorset Road, Lambeth, London SW8. 


__FANCLUBS _ 


RONNIE PROPHET 
INTERNATIONAL FAN CLUB: Details 
S.A.E. to John Elston, 7 Fitzroy Square, 
London WIP 6AS. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB 

S.A.E. to:- Margaret Trotter Secretary 
3 Priory Bank Villas Coldstream 
Berwickshire TD12 4DZ tel: 0890 2871 


DAVE BRYAN & MOONSHINE 
CLUB: Details S.A.E. to Marian Ward, 
Rose Lea, Main Street, Shipton-by 
‘Beningbrough, York YO6 1AB. . 
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ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T 
COST, 

IT PAYS. 
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DANGER: Publishers waming: Reading Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in the country music scene 
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SOUTHERN 


STYLE 


Ernie Sears 


Must admit that when | saw what those ‘gremlins’ had 
done to my July column | choked on my strawberries 


and cream. 

Concluding a very fair write-up on 
the Rye Whiskey Road Band..I 
thought so, anyway...the phrase 
‘forgetting to pay their dues’ was 
tacked on..that didn’t come from 
my original copy and was, 
seemingly, connected witha 
general complaint about agents 
being ‘slow’ in paying up their 
commissions to others. An 
apology was due, and given, to Rye 
Whiskey... 


THIS MONTH: 


Must admit that I’ve not had the 
pleasure lately (don’t stop there!) 
of cavorting around the clubs... 
other commitments aimed at 
finding the rent and a crust of 
bread (you know the feeling?) have 
kept my nose to entirely different 
grindstones. 


Fortunately some people have sent 
me snippets and programmes and 
publicity handouts...John McNulty 
who heads the Ringwood CMC in 
the Dorset town of that name, tops 
the list this month, with a 
sparkling programme for August 
which brings Scotland’s Gambler 
(good advance reputation)... Hank 
Daltons Country Band (real 
country this one !) West Virginia 
(from Liverpool and a nice one). 
Then popular local outfit Les 
Mitchell and Southern Knights, 
followed by the redoubtable Santa 
Fe (from Royal Buckingham). The 
club is tucked away at 242 
Christchurch Road, 
Ringwood.....and it’s other 
attractions include good bar food, 
drinks, dance floor, car park, etc... 


BASINGSTOKE 


Another programme in from the 
popular Oakridge CMC up at 
Basingstoke’s Brighton Hill 
Community Centre...shows visits 
from Dave Bryan with Pat & Roger 
Johns (something just that much 
different) with two subsequent 
Fridays filled by Hobo, and the 
Stewart Bros. with First 
Chapter..all dates are filled to the 
end of the year and, yes, even into 
1983, being a popular venue for 
bands and fans alike. 


BRIGHTON 


Another enterprising promotion 
that had everything but punters 
was the Brighton Panhandle 
CMC..with an opening night which 
was ‘standing room only’ sellout 
featuring Del Robinson & The 
Rocky Island Boys who provided 
bluegrass/mountain music/ 
hillbilly etc, it was a shame that the 
next week (albeit on Thursday) 
found no customers and a country 
act who were turned away from the 
club doors on arrival! 

Their booking fee has since been 
sent on (thanks!) and we are 
advised that the venue may well try 
again later..a nice idea, although 
we felt that at ten quid per head 
(o.k. so it included a beautiful meal 
and wine) a country venue would be 
difficult to sell to the average 
punter. 


MIDHURST (Sussex) 


While we're in Sussex...here’s 
notice of another ‘goodie’ down at 
rural Midhurst..on the borders of 
Hants/Surrey/Sussex..September 
4th with that super Hampshire 
outfit Moonshine supported by Big 
Johnny Elk..all at the Grange 
Centre. 


Also not far from the above lives 
Sandra Stanton...seems she’s very 
enthusiastic about the Pete Ryan 
Band from far-flung 
Northumbria..and is managing 
their bookings in the South, telling 
me that they are a fourpiece, 
inclined to Johnny Paycheck 
material plus a ‘Northern’ sense of 


humour, and are looking for 
supporting dates around their 
November 3rd re—booking at 
Petersfield CMC. Interested? give a 
call and I'll put you in touch. 


Thanks go to Robby Fowler & 
dayne etc of Hustler who stepped in 
at two days notice, on a charity 
show up at Farnham Maltings, 
when the Falklands business 
prevented one act from being able 
to appear....Hustler are best 
described as a good class ‘pop— 
country—comedy’ trio....ultra 
smart, wicked humour (!) 


LETTERS 


‘Personalities’ there’s one here! 
Richard Goldsworthy wrote to the 
CMR letters column but the 
letter’s been passed on to me..the 
lad is Southampton based and is 
complaining that a ‘very good 
country music artiste’ that he’d 
heard locally couldn’t get work, 
and ‘where did he go: to get 
ditto’...now, I may be misjudging 
things, but last year a very 
similar...remarkably 
similar!...letter appeared in 
CMRU and since that one was 
from Leonard Goldsworthy I got in 
touch with him and did my best to 
help both as an agent and asa 
local contact. 


Leonard works under the name 
‘Bill J Hart’ and got, at the time, a 
mention in CMRU...and for his 
enterprise, whoever Richard 
Goldsworthy is, deserves another, 
surely? 

Trying to reach Leonard quite 
recently....the plot thickens!..his 
*phone was un-obtainable..which 
may account for the two different 
addresses of Richard and Leonard! 
Hhmmmmm. The lad lost two 
possible ‘plum’ bookings being out 
of touch.... 


COMPARISONS 


Lets stay on the personalities 
further..with burly Pat Derry the 
anglo—Australian—Irishman? who 
was over from Ireland recently. 


Chatting with Pat at the local 
Wildwood South CMC where he 
performed a nice cabaret spot 
(despite suffering from annual 
hayfever) it was interesting to hear 
his account of the difference twixt 
English and Irish country clubs 
attendance wise. Seems that ifa 
country music club in Ireland has 
700 members they all turn up for 
each session? 

shame that the same situation 
doesn’t apply to Wildwood South 
CMC.. or indeed, other venues who 
are currently feeling the 
pinch......inspite of providing 
attractive programmes. 


Increasing debts due to falling 
attendances at my aforementioned 
local club might well cause an at 
least temporary closure through 
the bad summer months... 


The same situation has suddenly 
taken over The Silver Dollar CMC 
up at Farnhams - 
Maltings...dropping attendances 
since the June dates (it happened in 
1981 and 1980) looks like 
cancelling out the August and early 
September dates. 


Might be that the proliferation of 
Festivals, Holiday camp shindigs, 
and the like, pressure people into 
hoarding their hard-earned 
income for that ‘One Big Binge’... 


APPOLOGIES 


Apologies to Dave and Pat Street 
when I couldn't meet their 
invitation to the Justin Tubb/ 
Mustang package at their Merlin 
Flight Refuelling Wimborne, 


Another ‘gremlin’ crept into last 
months report...concerning the 
Chris Dale Duo! Under their photo 
I'd apparently arranged their 
ponderosa gig..not so..certainly it 
came about in conversation with 
the lads up at Workinghams Triple 
C Club but "twas the lovely Lyn 
Lacey who did the negotiating, 


CHICHESTER 


Chichester CMC send information 
of a country barbeque at the clubs 
original venue, Lavant Hall, just 
north of the cathedral city...it’s on 
the 7th August and the band 
booked is local act Chalk Valley, 
with other goodies forthcoming at 
the club’s regular St Georges Hall 
at Whyke...although there’s 
rumour afoot of ‘going back’ to the 
Lavant Hall for strictly concert style 
dates..more of that anon. 


Intermittent support for the club’s 
Willowhale Centre at Rose Green 
means they’re trying bi-monthly 
meetings at the time of 
writing....check with Tony Bleach 
or me if you intend to go! 


Chichester’s Anniversary Show 


features those fabulous Muskrats 
and it’s on September 10th. 


PUBLICITY 


Some nice coloured publicity 
photos and date sheet, preceeded 
by a long ’phone call, arrived from 
Buckinghamshire veteran singer/ 
guitarist Lee Montana...photo 


The lad tells me that he’s 

a bit sick at his lack of expected 
involvement in the country scene as 
such, but I note fellow scribe Mick 
Green gave him a line or two in the 
duly issue.... 


The lad was also complaining that 
he was short of work... quote his 
words! His date sheet shows that in 
July he had twenty gigs, whilst 
August (normally ‘quiet’ for most) 
shows seventeen! Now that’s a gig 
sheet that many other artistes 
would currently like to be in 
possession of, Lee! 


REVIVAL? 


Late news from our local Wildwood 
South CMC is good! 

Following a knockout session from 
The Muskrats (worth the two mile 
walk home lads!) at the Millbrook 
school venue for a larger than 
usual crowd, Reg Lodge confirmed 
that the venue stays open, 


August has Indigo Lady...and 
there’s a few looking to see if five 
super charming ladies can come 
up with the goods 
countrywise.,.having seen ’em and 
talked to them,myself, the answer's 
yes! and some! The real question is 
will we see you all there on 7th ?.. 
August 14th has a return of 
Jefferson County..their third visit to 
the area this year and second time 
at the club itself. Proves they are 
very popular, so don’t miss them. 
Then August 21st has the delightful 
Peter Mason Band if you like a very 
professional outfit that plays right 
across the board. Whatever your 
tastes this is it.. August 28th should 
be Ed Nix and Busted but check 
this one out.. 

Mustn’t forget ‘Sid’s Disco’ who 
very often rounds out the bill, a 
feller that knows his stuff,... we 
forgive him for the ‘Birdie 
Song’!,....since it packs the floor! 


Cheers for now...see you 
soon...keep that news coming 
in...still at the same place! 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP, AUGUST 1982 


WREXHAM 


presents 


WILD WEST FESTIVAL 


AT BORRAS AIRFIELD, WREXHAM 
ON 11th SEPTEMBER 1982, 7.30 till 12.00 


COUNTRY MUSIC 


<= TOP QUALITY ALL BRITISH LINEUP =: 


TAMMY CLINE 
@ SOUTHERN COMFORT 


POACHER MUSTANG 


DUFFY BROTHERS 


MIKI @ GRIFF 
‘plus Top North Wales artist Jim Ryder 


: COMPERE: WALLY WHYTON : 


Outdoor events from noon include 
Cowhoy Shootouts, Free Fall Paras.. Trick Driving. 
Stagecoach Hold Ups. Aerobatics. Stunt Motor Cyclists. 
Twist Grip Motor Bike Arena Trials 


Bar and full refreshments plus cowboy food. Free car parking 


Tickets: £3:50 for all day Festival & Show. Festival field only £1:00 adults. 


50p 0.A.P’s and school children. Children under school age. free 


Tickets available from: Mike Edwards. c’o 1/2 High Street. Wrexham. Clwyd. Telephone 0978 5671? 
also Steve Farrar. c’o The Hitching Post Country Music Club. Queens Hotel, Cefn Wrexham. Phone number 843019. 
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Back on the road again for Country Music Clubs. 


HUNDREDS MORE ACTS AVAILABLE 
(0484) 657054/5 
Britain’s National Country Music Agency 
59 Knowl Road., Golcar, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 
SCOTLAND: ROBERT CAMERON (0955) 2646 
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EAST 


REPORT 


Keith Newton 


DID you hear about the football club that lost out on promotion twice 


in one year? 


Lincoln City F.C. missed moving into the second division by the proverbial 
whisker but created a disasterous promotion record as they essayed into the 
presentation of country music at their Sincil Bank stadium. 


A number of factors combined to defeat commer- 
cial manager David Mitchell's hopes of a boost to the 
finances of the club from the Two-Day Country 
Music Festival that was his brainchild. 


The attendance, that caused one local to com- 
ment: ‘‘We get more for a reserve match!’’, would 
have felt very flattered to be called ‘sparse’. Artists, 
security and official personnel with stallholders must 
have outnumbered the paying public by about 2 to 1. 
Indeed at one stage it was mooted that the second 
day's crowd changes should be announced on the 
P.A. system. 


To succeed, Lincoln needed a ‘gate’ calculated in 
thousands—they got an attendance that is was 
possible to count individually —at the start of the first 
day | made it 178 all in. 


Perhaps it was because it was a Friday, a working 
day for most—or maybe it was the weather that 
dealt the festival the final blow. But it is worth asking 
the question—Where were the club’s own sup- 
porters? Rumour has it that the Supporters’ Club had 
entertainment laid on at their own headquarters on 
one of the days. If there is any local pride in the 
team’s achievements is it too much to have asked 
them to throw their weight behind the venture? 


It has to be appreciated that to recoup the kind of 
figures that were being speculated upon and stage 
an event of this magnitude it is necessary to capture 
the imagination of the travelling fan and the Lincoln 
headliners were patently not sufficient to induce the 
average fan to part with his cash for tickets. 


Could it be that BILLIE JO SPEARS is currently suf- 
fering a little from over exposure on the British 
scene, that SKEETER DAVIS was not exactly a hit on 
her last UK tour in the company of BOXCAR WILLIE 
and that DON EVERLY has still to gain a measurable 
acceptance as a solo artist by fans this side of the 
water? 

Couple this with the fact that every ‘’Festival’’, 
“‘Spectacular’’, ‘‘Best Of British’ or ‘Holiday Camp 
Special’’ is presenting almost the identical line-up of 
British artists. This means that, despite their very ob- 
vious talents, there is little to whet the jaded ap- 


REPOR 


least a month ahead. then you will 
help yourself by being featured in 
this column. 


MAUREEN’S CMC: 


Run fortnightly by Maureen Molloy 
at the Catholic Club, Clarence 
Street. Cheltenham. It’s a really 


SOUTH MIDLAND 


Stuart Cameron 


Another month has come and gone and it seems odd to think that Christmas is just around the 
corner as we go into the final third of the year. Although of course this issue is dated August anything 
1am referring to in this column had a July 1st copy date, but | have assembled as much details as 
possible for gigs in the forthcoming month. One thing | would say is that any club or show organiser 
in the area who has bands booked for October then you have the rest of the month of August to let me 
have the details. If you can think that far ahead and get into the habit of directing your thoughts at 


knowledge on the subject. He also 
runs a western wear and record shop 
which is mobile, and he often visits 
other clubs in the area with it. His 
August date features True Grit. 


petites of the ticket buyers these days. At /east 
Peterborough is ringing the changes and you will not 
be asked to stand on terraces for some ten hours or 
so! 


It is perhaps fortunate that the attendance was 
kept low. | feel there would have been one hell of a 
problem, with car parking arrangements some three 
miles away from the ground and the toilet facilities, 
particularly for the ladies (and before you jump to any 
conclusions it was my wife that told me!) would 
have been totally inadequate for a large crowd. 


The entertainment, for the most part, rose above 
the lack of atmosphere. RUSS CARLTON opened the 
first day on a solo set that had the appreciation of the 
majority of the crowd—although | have never been 
able to take the act seriously—the changes of 
register, in and out of falsetto, at times giving the im- 
pression of a recording played at the wrong speed. 
But then that’s my sense of the ridiculous, and | free- 
ly admit to being in a smail minority. 

MUSTANG paraded their harmonic talents with an 
entertaining set of their own and stayed to back MIKI 
& GRIFF in a fast moving segment that certainly 
cheered, despite the, by now, almost continual 
downpour. 


MEL HAGUE’S lively produced programme prefac- 
ed an unscheduled interval. The latter made 
necessary by the sheer weight of rainwater that now 
needed to be removed from the stage awning. 


The other side of the gap saw the HILLSIDERS in 
fine form with a somewhat improving sound system 
that fluctuated in quality throughout the two days. 


The surprise package of the whole weekend was 
the current tremendous form of LITTLE GIN- 
NY —backed by a session six-piece with sax appeal. 
An excellent hour on stage followed including selec- 
tions from the ‘‘Dixie Darlin’’’ album and | don’t think 
| was alone in feeling sorry that it had to end. The 
same combination is at the Matlock Bath Pavilion this 
mor th and | recommend that you take steps (big 
ones) to be there to see it. 


A very contrasting showing from the first of the 
stateside visitors SKEETER DAVIS, but well received 
by the crowd that had by now swelled to over 200! 


BANBURY CMC at Banbury F.C; have 
Dollar and Dimes, then Cargo. 


BIG K CMC at Highworth Centre; stage 
Ann-Marie and Drifter. 


Monday 
August 30th 
1982 


Wealdstone Football Club 


August Bank Holiday 


Yellowstone 
Picnic Band 


Details, Win Gay 01 907 5014 


Topping the bill BILLIE JO SPEARS won over her 
audience with a spirited performance supported by a 
walk in the rain to meet most of them personally! 


Day two followed the same pattern with a mere 
handful more spectators there to see KEITH 
MANIFOLD open the show and lead into a great, set 
from POACHER and an equally classy effort from a 
more rotund FRANK JENNINGS AND SYNDICATE. 


MEL HAGUE again having a popular slot was 
followed by a much-reconstituted ROXON ROAD- 
SHOW whose performance, although adequate, had 
little of the fire and excitement that characterised 
their earier days—some work to do to get it back 
together | fear. 


TAMMY CLINE backed by SOUTHERN COMFORT 
appeared relaxed and as a result the show was ex- 
cellent. DON EVERLY pleased almost everyone with 
some well chosen updates of the hits of yesteryear. 


BILLIE JO SPEARS closed with a repeat of the 
previous day’s set including the, now anticipated, 
walkabout. 

I'm holding on to my programme, it goes into my 
collection alongside the one | brought back from 
Portsmouth two years ago—both will have a rarity 
value in years to come —neither is ever likely to hap- 
pen again! 

Lincoln represents yet another disaster that once 
again devalues the cause of country music in the 
UK—this is one that could and should have been 
averted. And, as we go to press, | see yet another 
potential flop taking shape in Leicester, but that, as 
they say, is another story 


RANCH NEEDS MORE HANDS 


CLINT’S COLLECTION provided an all-too-small 
gathering of the Ranch Hands CMC with an enter- 
taining three sets at their monthly meeting. But a bit 
more adventurous choice of material and more drive 
from the drum kit would help with the image they 
seem bent on trying to project. 


The Underwood venue could certainly use some 
more support and their ambitious future programme 
certainly deserves it. 


PATSY HAS PAINED EXPRESSION 


QUITE different response at Gedling MW, accor- 
ding to my correspondent, where fans turned out in 
force to give a sell-out packed Nottinghamshire 
house for the visit of EXPRESSION and JOHN 
HUTCH. 


Expressions drummer Patsy had to be rushed to 
the Nottingham Hospital with severe abdominal 
pains a couple of hours prior to the show—returning 
for a ‘show must go on’ performance despite feeling 
several degrees under. 


SYLVA GETS GOLD 


THE RENEGADES CMC marked their fifth anniver- 
sary also with a very full house for Pam & Mick 
Bacon and visits from POACHER and RICKI SYLVA. 


Poacher successfully introduced a fair number of 
their own excellent compositions into a couple of 
sets that featured the excellent tight musicianship 
that ensures their high standing with the discerning 
listener—little doubt that they will be welcome 
return visitors to the Wirksworth Town Hall anytime. 


DRAYTON CMC at Drayton Village Hall, 
Abingdon promote Chester. 
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MATLOCK BATH - DERBY 
A-One CMC. presents 


SUNDAY AUG. 15 


LITTLE GINNY 


in concert with 
NADEN BROS. 
GRAHAM BROUGHTON 


Details ring 077 385 3168 


Ricki Sylva is a well established favourite at the 
Derbyshire club. So much so that | had the job of 
handing him the golden ‘‘Soloist of the Year’’ 
trophy — voted for by the club’s members, for the se- 
cond year running—an incredible feat in view of 
some of the notable opposition that has played the 
club in the last twelve months. 


CITY NEWS 


AMONG my postbag a letter from SILVER CITY 
DUO taking me to task for my report on their perfor- 
mance in last month’s issue—but / never said a 
word! 


Apparently (according to the lads) it’s because I’m 
not an artist that | could not appreciate their dif- 
ficulties on the night. But | am a member of the 
PUBLIC who you have to entertain to succeed. Au- 
diences are not composed of musicians, indeed any 
self respecting picker would have walked out—only 
a journalist would have had the professiona! ap- 
proach to stay and report—even if the instrumenta- 
tion was so far out of tune as to be downright painful 
and you don’t have to be an artist to appreciate that. 


Anyway that’s the second mention you've had in 
two months fellas—and since it is a proven fact that 
there is no such thing as bad publicity you are sure to 
pick up bookings from those promoters who think 
I've got cloth ears anyway. As you suggest, /‘/l catch 
the act again sometime when you have got over the 
problems—who knows it could be so different. 


CLUB CALL 


The August club line up looks like this — 


WEEKLY—Log Cabin, Mastin Moor: Tony Best Duo; Tony 
Dallas & Katie; Neil Rogers; TBA; John Carlton with Pat & 
Roger Johns. Golden West CMC, Fenton: John Lydon 
Duo;Barry Johns; Misty Mountain; Strawberry Wine; Frankie 
McVay. Fox & Goose CMC, Coalville: Paradox; Double Eagle; 
J C Owen & Mountain Dew; Dealer’s Choice; Teepee. 
Leicester CMC: Kentucky County; Collier Dixon Line; Florida 
Sun; Mary Miller & Pennine Express; Cades County CMC, 
Shireoakes: Miles & Bridget; Springfield; Tony Goodacre; Ann 
& Ray Brett. Rockytop CMC, Clowne: Midnight Express; 
Ryman Country Band; High Plains; Mary Miller Band. 
FORTNIGHTLY—Burton-on-Trent C&W Club:indigo Lady; 
Ken Harris & The Playboys. 

THREE WEEKLY—Renegades CMC, Wirksworth: Dave 
Bryan with Pat & Roger Johns and The Bryans Duo. 
MONTHLY —-—Ranch Hands CMC, Underwood: American 
Expression. Midland CMC, Midland Hotel, Peakdale: Moun- 
tain Davey & The Cajun Kid with Lorraine. Bar ‘H’ CMC, Sut- 
terton: Mal Carsons Trucking Co. Chequers Inn, Measham: 
Rouchelles and support. A1 CMC, The Pavilion, Matlock 
Bath: Little Ginny with Session BAnd, Naden Brother, Graham 
Broughton. Charcon Bar ‘C’ CMC, Hulland Ward: Mike 
Lawrence and the West Texas Outlaws. Covered Wagon 
CMC, Grantham: Daphne & Southern Sunshine (2nd An- 


niversary). 
CHARITY SHOW 


RING Welton 62391 now for your tickets for the 
next Lincoln County Hospital Charity Show in aid of 
the Haemophilia Society. Artists scheduled to take 
part include Ryman Country Band; Russ Carlton; 
John Carlton with Pat & Roger Johns. Tickets are 
priced at just £2.00 each. 


END PIECE 


Letters abusive or complimentary (well you can always live in 
hope) should be addressed C/o Trident Midland Newspapers, 
Bridge Road, Coalville, Leicester LE6 20P, or you can generally 
find me at the other end of either Coalville 36636 (office) or 
Kegworth 3224 (evenings) try it! 


friendly club with a great atmosphere. 
For an outsider visiting the club for the 
first time you're as likely to have as 
much pleasure from some of the 
members of the audience as you are 
with the band on view! 


SILVER CIRCLE CMC: 


At GPG Holdings Social Club, Luton 
Road in Dunstable, is run every 
Wednesday evening, and features 
good club acts. Itis also well supported 
by other local clubs, (nice to see) and 
is used as a shop—window for 
members from other clubs to sample 
new to the region bands. 


WHITE HORSE CMC: 


Regular monthly concerts are expertly 
run by Mick Chandler from his 
Marlborough base. The regular venue 
is Burbage Village Hall and his August 
date list features Clovis Country, Tony 
Best and Sarah Jory. Giving top class 
entertainment means that there is 
always a big crowd here, so you need 
to book tickets early. 


COTSWOLD C&W 
PROMOTIONS: 

Monthly at the Jenty! Gardener Hotel, 
Tetbury. Pete Rymer is the man 
behind this venture. Pete has been a 
long standing member of the Country 
Music scene in this country, regularly 
visiting the USA to boost his 


COTSWOLD VALLEY 
CMC: Milton-Under- Wychwood 
another monthly venue operating ona 
Saturday. Mike Freshwater is the man 
with all the details. Their dance in 
August features Tommy Keenan and 
Bucks County. 


COUNTRY WAY CMC: 


At Bossard Hall. West Street, Leighton 
Buzzard, Roger Baines is the head of 
operations here (he also runs a 
regular country night at Eaton Bray 
Village Hall). Again. this is a monthly 
club. this month they feature Country 
Thinking. 


END OF THE TRAIL 


CMC: Thisis one of the clubs that! 
am very much looking forward to 
visiting. It is fairly small with a 
capacity of around the 130 mark, but 
I'm hearing glowing reports from the 
punters and bands alike of the superb 
atmosphere generated by Wilf 
Saunders and his committee. Wilf 
runs fortnightly at the Farmers Arms, 
Kempsey Common, Near Worcester 
with the August dates being filled by 
Mal Daron, Lockstock and Barrell. 


AUGUST SHOWS : 


ABINGDON CMC at Preston Rd Comm 
Centre, Abingdon, features Dollars and 
Dimes. 


COLT 45 CMC at Osberton Social Club, 
Oxford: include Tommy Keenan and 
Bucks County plus Maria O’Brien and 
Flicka. 


HIGH CHAPARRAL CMC at Pressed 
Steel Fisher S&S Club, Oxford sees 
The Ellie Scott Band. then Overland 
Express. 


JUST 4 CMC, Reading CSSA Club. 
Burghfield: present Maria O'Brien and 
Flicka. 


LAST CHANCE CMC Stewart Hall. Little 
Kimble, Aylesbury: list Warren Reeves 
& Clarksburg Express, Rye Whisky and 
Slim Pickins, Skee Laird then 
Mississippi Line. 


MARINE BALLROOM, EVESHAM: stage 
Ellie Scott Band plus disco: then Frank 
Jennings Syndicate and disco. 


SILVER CIRCLE CMC at GPG Holdings 
S&S Club, Luton Rd, Dunstable bring in 
Gambler (from Scotland), Cripple 
Creek, and Dollar and Dimes. 


SILVER DOLLAR CMC at Stratton RBL. 
Swindon have booked Cuttin’ Loose 
and the Buddy Baker Family. 


UNICORN THEATRE, Thames Street. 
Abingdon: sees Vision with Sandie De 
Lane In Concert evening (tickets only 
limited to 104) 


Note that due to space — or lack of it—1 
haven't listed all contact numbers for 
everything, but if you are interested to 
hear more details about anything in 
this column, then | will be pleased to 
service you with the information you 
require. My phone number and 
address is at the foot of this 

column. 


On the British scene. there's been a 
couple of new releases as of late. | 
particularly appreciate the new Terry 
McKenna self penned single on the 
Dolphin label called ‘I Love You In An 
Old Fashioned Way’ 


Also Wildwood (the Bedford based 
group) have an e.p. out featuring four 
standards. The outstanding feature of 
the record is Kit Morgan’s guitar work. 
particularly on ‘Help Me Make It’. It's 
a nice souvenir record of Wildwood. 
but it’s not aimed directly at the radio 
market I’m afraid. 


Finally this month. Tony Croxford from 
the ever-popular Colt 45 CMC in 
Oxford dropped me a line to say his 
evening featuring Jenny Speller 

was a great success. 

See you next month — 
correspondence should be sent to 
Sunnyside, Queen Street. Middleton 
Cheney. Near Banbury. Oxfordshire 
(0295) 710815. 


(Above): Don Everly pictured at the ill-fated Lincoln City F.C. Festival...(Below): 
Photographer Peter Gwilt seems to have captured the isolation of the Festival promoter David 
Mitchell and his family as they sit alone in the stands, confronted by the financial disaster that 
was to cost him his position with the club as Commercial Manager. 
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This turned out to be one of those months when we had three 
Country music evenings at The Fairso CMC here in Cardiff. 
the first saw a visit by Free Spirit, with an excellent choice of 
material which was professionally presented. The second 
featured that 22 stone of entertainment and fellow C.M.R.U. 
columnist Tony Best. who is such a versatile entertainer. 
one minute he is an outstanding comedian and the next he is 
a first class Country Music Artiste. This was Tony’s first visit 
to any South Wales Country Music Club and on this 
performance must be brought back. The third featured a 
group named Frontier. a five piece outfit made up of 
musicians from other groups. | was not impressed with their 
performance. although the lead vocalist had quite a good 
voice. the keyboard output was weak and the lead guitarist 
was very subdued, which left a lot of room for improvement. 


The Bridgend Recreation Centre featured a group who have 
been around so long that they have become part and parcel 
of the British Country scene. non other than The Johnny 
Young Four, they presented two sets in their own right as 
well as backing for Jimmy Payne. this was a first class 
show. 


Another good country concert was presented at The Village 
Hall Llanishen. Gwent. when the entertainment was 
provided by Cotton Gin and Jenny Peters. The shows at this 
venue run from 8 30pm to 1 00am. this means that the band 
does three spots and the support artiste two. and Cotton Gin 
presented a very good and varied programme. Jenny Peters 
was confident and as good as | have ever heard her, but | did 
feel that this was maybe not the best of venues to show off 
her talents. and of course she was in that unenviable 
position of having to follow a very good band. 


Country Style Promotions presented another very good 
country music evening at The Speedbirds Club. B.0.A.C 
Works. Nantgarw Road. Caerphilly: it featured Ron Jones & 
Blackjack County together with Shalako. Ron and the boys 
presented two sets of Slim Whitman type material through to 
the more contemporary. Shalako. a very good band when 
performing country music. but | feel this night they had too 
much chat between and during numbers for my taste and it’s 
a pity they didn't dress in their white suits until the second 
half. (first impressions and all that).though, having said that 
| would certainly go and see them again. 


The promotors at this venue must be feeling well satisfied. 
having increased attendance figures since their last show. 
the next country evening is on 6th August. (Artists T.B.A at 
copy date). 


Patsy Powell & The Goodtimers made a couple of long 
overdue appearances in South Wales recently. performing 
at The Llantwit Major R.F.C., and the Abergavenny Leisure 
centre, which is where | met up with them. Introduced as the 
first Lady of British country music, one could immediately 
see why some give her this title, she has a personality, she 
sings from the heart, without the trace of a phoney 
American accent, she’s a natural entertainer. The 
Goodtimers were four very good musicians. proving a 
complete act in their own right. Patsy and the Goodtimers 
have got to be up there amongst the very best in British 
country music. 


The smaller audience at the Patsy Powell show may have 
been on account of the fact that LeRoy & Linda were 
appearing less than a mile away at The Penfai Hospital. 
Perhaps more care to avoid a clash. might have benefited 
both promotions? 


The fabulous Muskrats have been back in this region making 
calls at The Bridgend R.F.C. Swansea Dockers Club. The 
Berwyn Centre. Nantymoel and Abersychan. Gwent. they 
certainly entertain their audiences. in fact they have just 
about everything a group needs. plus that little bit extra. 


The Swansea C.M.C. continues to grow stronger the 
audience is very slowly climbing back to a level which will 
ensure the survival of the club. Swansea have the longest 


Have You Seen The New (Improved).... 


HICKORY LAKE 


Already witha reputation as one of the best, most versatile, highly 
entertaining bands, the new-look HICKORY LAKE is now on 


the road as a fully professional act. 


For a great country show book HICKORY LAKE 
phone:0386 831535 


richard de sylva The agents for the PROFESSIONALS, 


Promotions 


SOUTH WALES © 
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running country music club in South Wales, and | for one 
would not like to see it close down. Likewise the 
Carmarthen. club which has struggled for survival from the 
beginning, it has a small group of people who are 
determined to keep things going and they deserve all the 
suppo;* “ey can get.. 


One show which | reluctantly missed due to a previous 
commitment, was the monthly get together at The Double ‘C’ 
C.M.C.. The Roundabout. Newport: where performing were 
Joe Hamilton & Chaparrel from Ireland and from North Wales 
Dave Curtis. According to my reports. was a good show but 
with a smaller than usual attendance. 


The 0.K. C.M.C. at The Malpas Unionist Club. Newport. 
continue to bring new faces into the area. and this month is no 
exception. first The Bus Brown Country Band. provided 
unadulterated Country Music. and | think this is the highest 
complement I can give them. it was certainly enjoyed by this 
small audience. 


The second show didn’t live up to the usually high standard 
set at this venue, with Miller County a five piece outfit. 
sounding very shallow to me. 


Another act making their debut were The Stringband. from the 
west country. a four piece with four part harmony. two lead 
vocalists with very good presentation, in fact a first class 
outfit providing a performance the same. Incidentally 
Stringband have a new L.P. released entitled Legacy. 
available now at their gigs with 8 out of the 12 tracks being 
self penned material. 


Last of this months visitors were The Saddletramps. Another 
very good unit. again four piece with plenty of harmony. which 
included quite a lot of non commercial material. They enjoyed 
what they were doing and they transmitted that enjoyment to 
the audience. 


| just cannot understand why people fail to support this venue. 
they are presenting new faces to the area. first class 
entertainment that will compere with any other venue. it is 
comfortable, and prices of your favourite tipple are quite 
reasonable. At one time there were five venues in the area. all 
well supported. now there are just two. one monthly and this 
one weekly. a disappointing drop off. 


Maybe Next Week ! 


For B.B.C. Wales viewers, the series titled Maybe Next Week 
will include Country music. (first Friday in August) the artistes 
being Jones & Jones. Janice & Country Diamond and Haydon 
St. James & The Daltons. 


Of late Carl Gibson has been on a short tour of Holland. and | 
understand there are plans for him to release a record for 
distribution on the continent. 


Not many dates for your diary this month: 

Shalako and Greg Sugget Band are at The Malpas Unionists 
Club. 

Yellowstone Picnic Band with Slim Pickins at The Double °C’ 
C.M.C. 

Mal Daron at The Anchor Hotel. Tintern. 

Blue Bayou at Llantwit Major R.F.C. 


To close this month. | would like to draw notice to the fact that 
certain artists have been given bookings via a non registered 
agency here in South Wales and at a later date those bookings 
have been cancelled, by this ‘Agency’? | personally checked 
into these bookings. only to find that they didn't exist. 


The best advice | can offer is only work through a reputable 
registered agency. this is your only real safeguard. 


Well that's it for another month. please keep those little bits 
of information coming in. the address is as always. 21 Harris 
Avenue. Rumney. Cardiff. Telephone (0222) 795006. Don't 
forget. keep supporting your local country music club. 


Fully equipped 16 track recording studios. 6 miles 
north of the M4 between Cardiff and Bristol 


Mary 6 


Canada’s International 
Singer/Songwriter 


ailey 


Following her successful appearance 
at the Wembley Silk Cut Festival 1982. 
plans a four week tour during 
November 1982 backed by the Band 


“COUNTRY THINKING” 


Some dates available for 
bookings and enquiries contact: 
Dick Grant 01 870 7259 (after 
6.00pm) or Pauline Crowhurst 
(Cambridge) 0223 872048. 
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Productive. friendly atmosphere - Separate live 
and dead studios video linked to acoustically 


designed control room - Residential or pub 
accommodation available - Session musicians. 
backline and Ludwig kit always on tap - Complete 
record production service on our own or your label 
- Best rates for cutting and pressing - Real time 
cassette duplication. Our rates are currently £9 
hour less a generous discount structure (ex. VAT). 
Phone Usk (02913) 3385 for free brochure. 
technical details and booking availabilities 


Loco Studios, Plas Llecha, Llanhennock, Caerleon, Gwent. 


Clubs 
Special 
Limited 
Offer 


Size: 300mm x 400mm. 


wa Country Musi 


— Photo Posters 


normally retail at 25p each but this 
SPECIAL OFFER for bulk orders, 
ONLY £3:00 plus £1:00 p&p. 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up, (Poster offer). 


ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T 
COST, 

IT PAYS. 
Wk wwe 


ound Up 


gives you 20 for 


A - Boxcar Willie 
B --Rose Marie 

C - Jimmy C. Newman 
D - Don Williams 


Please state 
the number of 


each required. 


For All Your Country Requirements Contact 


DAVID ANTHONY 
PROMOTIONS 


649 Knutsford Road. Warrington. Telephone 0925 32496 


SHOPS CLUBS ETC 
SUPPLIED ON 
WHOLESALE TERMS 


HATS, BOLO TIES, BELTS, 
BUCKLES, BEADWORK ETC. 


CATALOGUE FROM 


stem 
eS 


26 Parkside Avenue, Romford, Essex RM1 4ND 
Tel: Romford (STD 0708) 41758 


For single retail orders please contact other Western goods 


advertisers in this publication. 


This MONTHS FEATURED 
ARTIST 


If you 


J.R. TAYLOR 


Manifold “Promotions 


—— Midland’s Top Country Music Agency 


Solo’s, Duo’s, Trio’s, Bands 


Sit and Listen Watch or Dance 


We are only a phone call away 
Contact: Les Manifold 


Telephone: 062 983 4625 - 062 983 4821 


In association with other reputable 
agencies from all over the British 
Isles we can bring you the cream of 
the new acts into your area. 


need help with your 


entertainment then we will call and 
discuss it with you. 


Cornubia 
Warrencarr 
Matlock Derbys 
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Apart from a few days recording down in South Wales, the last four weeks has been 
quite a change for me in that I’ve spent the whole month here in my own region of North 
Wales and Border Counties with a couple of trips out into the hills of Mid Wales. It has 
been a very pleasant change to stay in a delightful place at this time of the year. There is 
certainly plenty of Country Music to be enjoyed all over the area during the Summer 
months and although some Country Music Clubs pack in for the Summer, many many 
pubs and holiday venues take over and there must be very few country artistes in North 
Wales who aren't working at least five nights a week right now. 


Club Review:-— 


Whata super little club Elsie Morgan and her colleagues run 
at the Llanelwedd Arms Hotel in Builth Wells. Known as the 
WYE VALLEY COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB. it has been in existence for 
fifteen months and runs fortnightly on a Sunday. It’s tiny but 
has a great feel about it and recent sucessful nights have 
featured Alan Williams and Johnny McKay. Artistes for 
August include The Ken Lawson Duo, Mervyn Wilson and 
that very talented young entertainer from Craven Arms, 
Andy Morris. 


MACHYNLLETH COUNTRY & WESTERN CLUB Has 
been successfully operating on a monthly basis since 
February this year. (First Thursday).The venue is The White 
Lion, Machynlleth, in a nice concert/dance room upstairs 
with a capacity of a hundred or so. Each month the club has 
two acts sharing a long evening from 8.30 till 1.a.m. In my 
travels I’ve noticed that many clubs which run late often 
attract a rowdy element who come in after the pubs close in 
order to take advantage of the late license. Happily at 
Machynlleth this problem has been eliminated before it 
Starts by strictly no admittance after 10pm, and an annual 
membership fee of £3.50 and no non-members admitted 
except holidaymakers and visitors to the area. So if you are 
not a member and you live locally and are likely to be ‘only 
here for the beer’ you don’t get in. And it works. At the 
moment the club books the best of the local artistes and 
some of the acts who have been seen at the club are Rick 
Jones, Dave Curtis, Alan Williams, Bobby Ray, Alan Gibson, 
Jones and Jones and Dane Stevens. This month Trevor 
Adams makes his second appearance there along with a 
newcomer to the club, the lovely Maralene Powell. 


HOLYHEAD C.M.C. at the Scimitar Hotel now meets on 
Mondays approximately fortnightly although entertainment is 
on atthe Scimitar every Monday with the weeks in between 
clubnights being filled with club artists not necessarily 
country. It’s a cracking good night at the Holyhead Club and no 
admission charge, just an extra few coppers on the drinks in 
the clubroom. Also it is an excellent place to get a first class 
meal. 


LAZYACRE C.M.C. in Shrewsbury still goes well although 
there is always a seasonal drop in attendances in June, July 
and August. Recent shows have featured Jimmy Payne with 
The Johnny Young Four, J.R. Taylor and the brilliant Kenny 
Johnson and Northwind, Miki & Griff. Mustang, Dave Curtis, 
Dave Bryan and American Expression who were exceptional. 
August sees appearances at Lazyacre by top Scottish country 
band Gambler, Keith Manifold, Johnny Spencer. The Naden 
Brothers. young steelie Sarah and popular North Wales 
country band Wildwind. 


Monday 5th July was Charity Presentation Night at Lazyacre 
CMC in Shrewsbury. Cheques totalling £1,100 were 
presented to representatives of eight organisations. mostly 
local charities which had been nominated by club members. 


FARNDON SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB near Chester. 
which presents a Saturday Country Show every month 
presents The Miki & Griff Show on Bank Holiday Saturday 
when Miki & Griff will be supported by Clovis Country Band 
from Newport in South Wales __| shall also be putting in an 
appearance. Farndon Club gets tremendous support for the 
country nights drawing in between 200 and 300 every show. 


COLWYN C.M.C. at The Central Hotel, Colwyn Bay. is 
struggling but are hoping for a boost during the Summer 
Season. They meet on Fridays with a quest act and it’s £1 to 
members, £1.25 for guests and 50p for children. In August 
their programme features Daddy Frank, Silver Bullet. Carol 
Collins and The Ed Vaughn Duo. Compere is local Slim 
Whitman style singer Bobby Arnold who is a great lad 

who all the members think the world of and who does the job 
at no cost to help the club during difficult times. 


It’s Festival Time 


No less than three (day long)events, all billed as Festivals 
take place in our area in the next six weeks. and it may be 
sticking my neck out but | think the chances are all three will 
be very successful. 


FESTIVAL 1: Takes place at Hereford United Football 
Ground on Sunday 15th August starting at 12 noon and is 
presented by the Hereford United Supporters Club as a fund 
raising venture for the Football Club. It is a follow up to their 
recent successful Festival which attracted over four 
thousand customers through the gate. Artistes appearing 


include The Muskrats, Shiloh, Gordie West. Tony Best Five 
Cents, Cooper Country. Patchwork and Roger Wood. Tickets 
bought in advance cost £1.50 for adults and £1 for children 
which is 50p saving on the gate price on the day. There is 
also a concession to party organisers who can buy 50 tickets 
for the price of 40. 


FESTIVAL 2: A fortnight later on Bank Holiday Sunday 29th 
August Kyre park House at Tenbury Wells near Worcester 
presents it’s Fifth Annual Festival of Country Music in 

the grounds of this residential centre which provides a home 
for 48 adult spastics. This event has grown every year and in 
1981 over five and a half thousand people attended, and this 
year the organisers confidently expect to top this given 
good weather. There’s two shows, one from 2pm till 6.30pm 
on an outdoor stage, and one from 8pm till 11.30pm in the 
barn. The afternoon show which is included in the gate price 
of £1.50 has Miki & Griff topping the bill, and also features 
Mustang, Bobbie and Late Show, Keith Manifold and Bobbie 
Jay. with a guest spot from the 12 year old steelie Sarah. | 
will compere both shows. The evening features Gordie 
West, Cotton Gin, Sarah, Clovis Country Band and the Great 
‘Hanleo’ who will also be presenting his speciality knife 
throwing. fire eating and snake charm act during the 
afternoon in the display area. Many other things go on 
during the day. there’s a darts competition in the barn in the 
afternoon with cash prizes of £200 and £100. displays by the 
North American Indian Dancers, the Olcet Dance Troupe. 
rides for the kids. over 100 market stalls etc. The evening 
show is limited to 700 people and tickets for that are £2. It’s 
always a great day out and all the proceeds go to help the 
handicapped so it’s a worthy cause into the bargain. Anyone 
requiring further information ring Mr Ewart Morgan on Kyre 
282 during working hours. 


FESTIVAL 3: Is the long awaited re-run of the Wrexham 
Wild West Festival which was held in 1978 and proved to be 
the biggest one day charity event ever seen in North Wales, 
attracting a crowd of some 20.000 from all over North & Mid 
Wales. The Wirral. The North. Cheshire and North Midlands. 
It is held at Borras Airfield near Wrexham on Saturday 11th 
September and the day's events include a parade through 
the town centre. five hours of non-stop entertainment in the 
main arena. stage coach hold—ups. cowboy shoot—outs etc 
etc. Also a three hour darts exhibition in a 2.000 seater 
marquee by Eric Bristow and Maureen Flowers. the world 
ranked number one players. 

In the evening there is the top quality All British Country 
Music Concert in the marquee and the line-up is very 
impressive —- Tammy Cline and Southern Comfort, Mustang. 
Jim Ryder. The Duffy Brothers. Miki & Griff and Poacher. 
The M.C. for the outdoor events during the day and also host 
for the concert during the evening is Wally Whyton from 
Radio 2's Country Club. Tickets are £3.50 which includes 
entry to the concert and covers entry to the festival field for 
the days activities. There is no charge on the day for children 
under school age and all car parks are free. 


Artistes News 


The act which | have been most impressed with in the past 
month is without doubt the Birmingham band with it's new 
six-piece line up Cotton Gin. Cotton Gin have been popular 
around the Midlands country scene for years and have always 
been a good country band. but when | heard them with the new 
personnel it was a real eye opener to me. Only the two lead 
singers Carole and John Boyle remain from the original 
band, and joining them are Wally Tolster. an ace lead 


guitarist. who also plays banjo.harmonica and is the third lead 


singer in the band. Tony Harris on keyboards. Andy Wain on 
pedal steel guitar and John O’Boyle on drums. This band is 
now exceptional. They are well rehearsed with excellent 
stagewear ...id I'd highly recommend them to any country 
music club organiser who is looking for a top class band. 


Singer/songwriter Art Williams has recently moved from East 
Anglia to live in Kidderminster. | saw Art when he appeared in 
the Finals of the CMRU Pontins sponsored Nashville Star 
Search ar Wembley Conference centre in February and 
although he didn’t win. he came over as a particularly 
likeable character singing nice songs that he had written 
himself. The song Art wrote especially for his appearance at 
Wembley ‘I Need An Old Friend’ has been picked up by 
Gordie West who is to record the song on his next album. It’s 
always difficult filling the old diary when you move to a new 
area so any booker looking for a spot to fill at their club can 
contact him on Kidderminster 66325. 


Any news etc. can reach me at 33 Lancaster Road. Harlescott 
Grange. Shrewsbury. SY1 3JZ. or by phone to Shrewsbury 
58156 or 68482. Tell me and I'll tell the world. Cheers. 


Country Holiday 
Timetable 


There’s no shortage of venues presenting country 
music along the coast this summer. Here is a brief 
run down of places to go for visitors on holiday and 
locals alike. 


SUNDAY @ Jim Ryder is resident at The 
Stagecoach. Pines Holiday Park. Rhyl. 

@ —fona & Andy are resident at The Four 
Oaks Restaurant. Colwyn Bay with a 
different guest artist every week. That 
includes myself in August (1st) and Gordie 
West (22nd). 

@ =‘ Turnbull and Heath are resident at The 
Queen's Showbar. Rhyl. 

Sunday entertainment is also presented at 
The Hotel Marina in Rhyl. with 

@ = Elfed appearing on the 1st and 22nd 


@ Lee Woods on the 29th. 


MONDAY @ Jim Ryder is resident at Interleisure 
Holiday Park, Towyn. 

@ Eric Starr is resident at Heath House 
Hotel in Llandudno. 

Other Monday venues include The Scimitar, 
Holyhead. The Marbryn in Caernarfon. The 
Clarence Hotel in Llandudno, and The 
Marine in Rhyl. 

@ = lona & Andy are resident at The 
Wendover in Towyn. near Abergele. 

@ = The Cliffsons are at The Golden Gate 
every Tuesday in Abergele. 

Other Tuesday venues include The 
Riverboat Room at the Rhos Abbey Hotel in 
Rhos on Sea. Where August artistes are 

@ Joey Virgo. The Lenjo Brothers and 
Eric Starr. 


@ Eric Starr is resident at The 
Stagecoach. Pines Holiday Park.Rhyl. 

@ = lona & Andy are at The Riverboat 
Room. Rhos on Sea. 

@ = There's also country music on a 
Wednesday at The Imperial Hotel in Colwyn 
Bay. The Black Lion at Llanfairth and The 
Holland Arms Trofarth. Upper Colwyn Bay. 
THURSDAY @ Resident at The Wendover is Bryn 
ean Chamberlin. 

@ = Atthe Riverboat Rooms - Turnbull and 
Heath. 

@ = AtInternerleisure - Eric Starr. 

@ Other Thursday venues include Heath 
House Hotel, Llandudno. The Crown at 
Lixwm and the Railway Hotel at Coed Talon. 
FRIDAY @ = Elfed is resident at The Black Lion. 
Llanfair TH. 

@ Chamberlin and Starr are resident at 
The Sun Inn Rhyl. 

@ = ona & Andy are resident at 
Interleisure. 

@ More country music can be found at 
The Central Hotel. Colwyn Bay where Colwyn 
Country Music Club meets every Friday. The 
Royal Victoria Hotel in Prestatyn. The Prince 
of Wales. Llanberis, The Bee Hotel in 
Abergele and The Old Tavern at Mostyn. 
SATURDAY @ = Sandy Bay Social Club. Towyn has Eric 
Starr resident. 

@ = Bryn Chamberlin is at Interleisure. 

@ = lona & Andy are at The Stagecoach. 
Pines Holiday Park. 

@ = Jim Ryderis resident at The Wendover 
Hotel in Towyn. 


Many of the social clubs welcome visitors in 
‘he season and country entertainment can be 
found at Mochdre Social Club. Port Dinorwic 
Conservation Club, Colwyn Bay British 
Legion. The West Shore Club in Llandudno. 
Portmadoc Golf Club, Trawsfynnydd Power 
Station Club, Banger Social Club and many 
more. ‘ 


So there itis. if you're on holiday in North Wales. welcome to 
the local country music scene. Most of the local entertainers 
like Bryan Chamberlin. Eric Starr. Elfed. The Ed Vaughn Duo, 
Jim Ryder. Turnbull & Heath etc.. scarcely travel outside their 
immediate locality, but they keep busy and the standard of 
entertainment they provide is very high. 


2nd Hereford 


featuring 
THE MUSKRATS 
SHILOH GORDIE WEST 
TONY BEST 
COOPER COUNTRY 
PATCHWORK 


Tel: 043272 742 or 0432 265005 


Country Music Festival 


presented by Hereford United Supporters Club 


at Hereford United Football Ground 
Sunday 15th August 12 noon - 8.30pm 


FIVE CENTS 


ROGER WOOD 


Tickets in advance £1:50 (adults), £1 kids, on the day 
£2 and £1:50. Party concession, 50 for the price of 40. 
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our Advertisers. 
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COUNTRY 
PAUSIC Round Up 


DON'T BE LEFT OUT 
IN THE RAIN AGAIN! 
If you're not listed 
in our Directory 
it’s probably your 
own fault, so put 
matters right now. 


CLUB 
SECRETARIES 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


- offering the greatest coverage of 
country music - is available for club 
sales. Why don’t you find out details 
and let your members have the 
latest news fast every month? 


Phone 0522 685507 


For details of 
special club rates 
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| Highland 
Country 


Recent highlight of the Northern Country Music scene 
was the talent contest at Rothienorman organised by 
Lorna Fraser who could show some major 
organisations a few tips on how these events should be 
run, not a hitch and the atmosphere was tremendous 
with representatives from most clubs in the North (and 
some from the South), much in evidence. Jubilant 
Country Jay’s carried away the well deserved trophy 
for first place, followed by Gambler in second, Mike 
Spence and Mosaic, third and Tess, fourth. The judges 
had a difficult task on their hands but in my opinion 
chose wisely. Country Jay’s choice of material was 
excellent and well presented, Gambler as well as 
sounding good, looked sharp in their new stage suits, a 
touch of nostalgia from Mike Spence & Mosaic, as 
some of them had just got together for the night, pity 
they couldn’t make it a permanent arrangement. Tess 
(her full names escapes me), a young Phillipino lady 
from the Shetlands, made a marked impression on me 
with her clear musical singing, given the right breaks 
this young lady could make a big impression on the 
scene. Full marks must be given to Stetson from Elgin 
who backed Tess at last minutes notice and made an 
excellent job of it, also to Glen Scott who was only too 
happy to allow his backing band to help out. First time 
for me, for Cool‘n’Country and Bill Alexander and Wild 
Country, so I can’t say if they were in top form or not 
but I enjoyed what they did. Space limitations restrict 
my pen on this event but roll on next years’ and thanks 
to the Jay’s for the lift there — that in itself was an 
experience!! 


WHerE WERE YOU ALL! 


The only disappointing aspect of the Hoyt Axton Show 
in Eden Court Theatre, Inverness, was in the empty 
seats at both performances in his only venue in 


Scotland. The punters who should have filled these 
empty spaces missed the best all round show I have seen 
since a longtime, opened by Raymond Froggatt and his 
band with a short but musically perfect set, followed by 
Rose-Marie, in what can only be described as a stunning 
outfit. This young lady’s country voice might leave room 
for debate but nobody can deny her entertainment value, 
by the end of her spot the audience was hysterical — 
where did she get that zany laugh, with a laugh like that 
who needs to sing!! The second half kept up the high 
standard with a brilliant performance by Hoyt Axton 
and his band of accomplished musicians. From so many 
well performed members it would be impossible to pick 
out one favourite. Of course the last show of a tour 
always calls for pranks and this one had more than its 
share of good humoured fun. If Raymond Froggatt ever 
gives up country music he can always turn to drag!! Had 
the band perhaps dressed a little smarter and the Axton 
band refrained from drinking beer from bottles on stage, 
I would have given this show 100% rating, not just 
99%%. 


ON THE ROAD 


“It’s been rough and rocky travelling but I finally made 
it to Jim Hunter’s Byre”. At the end of a long country 
track there stands a little croft, whitewashed walls 
sparkling in the sunshine as the cattle graze peacefully 
in the surrounding pastures, the sounds of ‘Six Days on 
the Road’ can be heard mixing with the song of the 
lark. Following the sound to its source one enters the 
byre where replacing the cattle stalls are recording 
booths milking some sharp sounds from young 
hopefuls. Yes, this is Jim Hunter’s Beechwood Studio’s 
at Clochan near Buckie, a building so rich in 
atmosphere it really has to be experienced to be 
believed. Undaunted by thoughts about the ghost of a 


man who hung himself on the premises in 1880, Jim 
often works well into the night producing sounds witha 
wide variety of musicians but admits to finding country 
the most interesting. Personally, I was very impressed 
and although I do not feel qualified to comment on the 
technical side, other reputable opinions assure me that 
they considered the sounds produced quite amazing. 
This young mans initiative deserves all the success it 
can get. 


Finished another successful tour in these parts is Terry 
Nash, whose travels took him from Orkney to 
Aberdeen to Blair Atholl with numerous gigs in 
between, where he has gained numerous fans, none 
more ardent than some nurses at the Inverness Club, 
Terry did a free show for the nurses and patients of the 
local mental hospital on his only night off — a much 
appreciated gesture. 


BETTER THAN REPORTS 


Better than the rave reports, that is how I found Scots 
Country Comfort. This is the Fife based semi-pro., 
band who have captured a true cajun sound. It was so 
refreshing to hear this bunch of lads turn out such a 
variety of numbers, many of them new to the audience 
but all very well accepted. I hope these fellows stay 
together, the British scene needs this band. 


Their first time at a country club will definitely not be 
their last after the Playboys from Donegal performed 
recently at Inverness. They delighted their audience 
with their mellow country sound and of course their _ 
roadie keeps those on door duty well entertained. I 
would like to think that their experience of a country 
club would make them turn more towards country 
music, the talent is there. 


Tracy Wells latest single on Ross Records (SWGR005) 
has the hit on the B side to my mind. The A side ‘The 
Partner Nobody Chose’ is a pleasant up tempo number 
but turn over for ‘Teddy Bears Last Ride’ a real tear 
jerker, which if given the airplay could make this lady a 
household name. 


John Quinn is at the Countryhouse studios at the 
beginning of this month making his first album, sounds 
promising with some very good numbers chosen for it. 


Oh dear, with all the happenings, I haven't left much 
room for club news, but here goes. The High 
Chapperal in Kinlochleven which was thinking of 
closing its doors has had a re-think and are going to 
keep trying, we wish them every success. 
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Kathy Budge who until recently was at the helm in 
Kinlochleven has moved home. There are many who 
hope she will continue to push her country music 
activities. 


All reports are that the new club in Aberlour, has taken 
off well. I will report more details when the organisers 
get in touch. 


The Nairn Club are hoping for a change of venue and 
image. It’s to be hoped they achieve both because for 
sheer determination these ladies deserve to win. 


Tracy Wells 


This month sees visits from: Sundown Country, George 
Moody & Country Squires, Hickory Lake, Cotton Gin, 
American Expression, Prairie Moon, Tracy Wells & 
Country Jay’s, Tony Best with Sarah Jory, and then 
Jacky and Frenz, all touring in the north. A mass of 
quality entertainment to choose from. Your support will 
be appreciated. 


For those wishing to contact me, you can’t for the first 
two weeks this month as I will be sampling Irish 
hospitality during this period, but as Ireturn on the 15th, 
send all news, views and comments as usual to 56 
Kilmuir Road, or telephone Inverness 221268. 


Fife’s two major clubs - Wayfarers and Burns - continue to set a brisk pace by giving 
fans top quality shows. This month both feature George Moody & Country 
Squires....Mary Miller & Pennine Way....Cotton Gin. 


Scotland 


August 8th could well find fans deciding on the toss of a coin as on this night the clubs 
feature both George Moody and Mary Miller shows - only a couple of miles apart. With 
so many really excellent acts now taking the stage at both venues it might be a lesson 
for those who continue to search for bands who are willing to appear for ridiculously low 
fees. As the Kingdom’s fans have shown they will come out for worthwhile 

entertainment as the news is that both clubs are well supported by regulars and not so 
regular country fans. Cash can buy quality. Wayfarers and Burns have both proved the 


fact. 


Road To Singapore... 


No. not the old Bing. Bob. and Dorothy 
movie. this time itis the road which 
Fife based John F. Stone has taken in 
the duties of his everyday job with an 
oil company The short ‘flit’ means the 
dapper lad will be out of the U.K. fora 
couple of months and no prizes for 
quessing he will have his guitar 
packed along and doing a few of his 
Marty Robbins sing-alike spots while 
also carrying out excellent 
ambassadorial duties for country 
music 


Bouncing ‘Buckboard’ 


Perth combo Buckboard are in line for 
a tour in Canada with Gordie West for 


next year's Calgary Stampede 
session. The group so impressed 
Gordie that it may be a team up job for 
the artiste’s next Scottish tour. 
Meantime Buckboard - Johnny Ford. 
lead guitar - Bob Laing. rhythm guitar - 
Davey Clark. bass guitar - and group 


leader Nigel Slater. drums - have been 
pulling engagements from all corners 
including back up to Eddy Pride and 
Brenda McGarvie on this U.K. tours. 
The boys are in line for New Zealand 
and Australian gigs come the end of 
this year 


Route 65 — 
Westbound.... 


Although a comparatively new party to 
country. Route 65 have been picking up 
some pretty useful credits on the 
eastern side of the country. Having 
served a short (six months) 
apprenticeship information has it the 
group belie the statement and are one 
of the many making a break through. 


No lack of instrumentation 
with....Charlie Birrell. lead. accoustic. 
twelve string guitars and autoharp. - 
tan Cauthen. rhythm and bass guitars 
plus harmonica. - Bill Thomas on 
drums with the attractive Maureen 
coming through on lead vocals. 


Favouring standard material the 
combo are equally efficient with 
modern country and welcome a 
dancing audience. Based at Bonnyrigg. 
Route 65 are willing to travel where 
and when country music is played and 
at fees which were quoted to me. there 
should be a regular sequence of 
engagements for them. 


Foster - Caring... 


Like all potentially good artistes. Jim 
Foster cares a great deal for his future 
and the future of country music. Jim 
and ‘His Band’.....John Izatt. bass 
guitar, - Dave Ripley. steel guitar. - 
Chic Davidson. drums. - and himself on 
lead and rhythm. the combo have won 
themselves a neat tour around the 


photo by G Smith 


country on a sponsored soft drink set. 
playing at numerous Woolie’s stores. 
Earlier comments in ‘Scotland Callin” 
have proved beneficial to those 
collectors of British country music 
recording artistes and as Jim admits. 
getting airplay is one of the most 


DAVE HENDRY 


highest peaks to scale as many Brits 
have found over the years (wonder 
why?) Further copies of the E.P_ have 
been forwarded to radio stations 
throughout the U.K. in the everlasting 
hope that someone out there also 
cares. ..good luck mate and thanks for 
the complimentary remarks on 
CMRU 


Beat That! 


Carlisle duo Country Pickin’ could 
hardly believe their luck when arriving 
for their first appearance north of the 
border. Playing the Miners Welfare at 
Oakley. Fife. the duo arrived early to 
find there was a lack of eating places. 
Enquiring from a local resident - Netty 
Stewart - the pair were quickly treated 
to some of the finest hospitality now 
famously known to most artistes when 
they come north....the good lady 
readily welcomed them into her home 
and quelled the pangs of hunger 


Comin’ Thru’ The Rye.. 


More than a few southern bands tour 
Scotland this month... Sundown 
Country. the aforementioned George 
Moody & Country Squires. Mary Miller 
& Pennine Express. Cotton Gin. plus 
American Expression...are those to 
watch out for at venues throughout the 
land both at country club and social 
club levels. Most have visited Scotland 
in the past. but a first timer will be 
George Moody and Country Squires. 
There's also a Scottish debut for 
Sundown Country from out of Grimsby 


Record Breaking 
George IV... 


Everybody's friend George Hamilton IV 
sets out on another record breaking 60 
date tour commencing later this 


| at 


month. Scottish dates will almost 
certainly be in the bag for the show 
which also features Canadian lass 
Cathie Stewart in support. 


Annie McGowan.... 
(Rattlesnake Annie) 


Another import from across the pond 
although the name suggests she could 
well come from the homeland This 
debut tour by US A artiste who has 
been tipped as a new sensation for 
1983 comes out with the curiously 
unattractive stage name Rattlesnake 
Annie. However my info tells me the 
artiste puts over her own brand of 
entertainment which includes her cure 
for snakebites.... sounds interesting 


Club Scene & 


Wavfarers C WC secy Dorothy Smith 
has resianed from her ‘labour of love’ 
post Mounting pressures etc . have 
taken the former secy’s priorities. but 
knowing the undying attitude and 
service Dot has given to Wayfarers 
and country music in general. | feel 
certain the good lady will be on call 
whenever there is that extra task to be 
performed Maureen Jarret steps into 
the secretarial job and contact can be 
made at Waytarers Inn. Markinch. 
Still with Wayfarers.. the club hold 
their annual Festival Dance at the 
Lomond Centre. Glenrothes - 28th 
August commencing 6pm and 
featuring Legend plus Dallas Girls 
Country 


Near neighbours Burns C.W.C.. hold a 
proud record for top shows and this 
month is no exception to the rule. 
Topping the bill in the next few weeks 
are George Moody & Country Squires 
followed by Cotton Gin. 


Among the latest visitors to Burns were 
Phoenix. whom club prexy Dave Miller 
claims left a very high and lasting 
impression with all concerned..." 
marvellous show”. Not that Burns 
depend on imported country. far from 
it. the club regularly acknowledge 
local acts like Gambler....Union 
Pacific.....Country Pardners....Jim 
Foster....all are capable of giving first 
class entertainment. and received the 
plaudits from the Kennoway venue. 


From behind the secretarial desk at 
Edinburgh's Tucson C.M.C.. come glad 
tidings that the club now adds a Friday 
show to the regular Sunday slot at the 
Marina Hotel plus Wednesday hops at 
‘new’ venue The Astoria sited at 
Abbeymount. Having staged the 
Country Charity Week recently it is 
indeed good news to the ears and puts 
paid to conflicting rumour....stay with it 
folks! The coming weeks bring Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos - George Moody 
& Country Squires - Kelly Howard & 
Canadian plus many more. 


Barrhead has once again emerged on 
the country scene following the 
disbandonment of BarH C.W.C.. earlier 
this year. Former pressy Dave 
McMaster has now announced the 
opening of the Country Paradise 
C.M.C.. at the New Hotel, Barrhead with 
weekly Thursday meets and Saltcoats 
based Country Blues coming in as 
resident for the first few weeks 


Sympathy’s.... 


Go to relatives and friends of former 
Treble C member ‘Cowboy Stranger 
Crabb’ who passed away after injuries 
received in a car crash near Culross 
Former club secy Ada Wilcox relays the 
news with the hope that many will 
remember ‘Stranger’ Crabb in 
kindness 
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ULSTER 
REPORT 


from Lawrence John 


Over Tue Moon 


Young John’ Walker 


Nashville Roadshow. 


John, who held off a_ strong 
challenge from Ann Breen to win 
Downtown Radio’s Country Talent 
competition in 1979, has been 
enthusiastically received by 
audiences everywhere and now 
seems to be getting the recognition 
he deserves. It was, while 
performing on one of the N.N.R., 


‘THE JAMEs Boys 
Ripinc Hicw’ 


A case from obscurity to overnight 
fame, is a tale that most bands 
would like to enjoy, and for such as 
Jessie and the James Boys the tale 
came true. For the past year they 
played in and around the holiday 
resort of Killarney, known as 
Nashville Edition with lead singer 
known as Ken Twomley. Then 
along came new manager Kiaran 
Cavanagh, he changed their 
names from Nashville Edition to 
Jessie and the James Boys. With 
Ken now known as Jessie for the 
release of their debut single Drop 
Kick Me (Jesus). The song issued 
on the Crashed label zoomed into 
the top position of the RTE Radio 2 
“Keep It Country Charts’ and 
success at last for the band: On the 
flip side singer Frank is featured on 
‘Stoney Mountain’, while the 
excellent steel guitar sound is 
provided by Roger Ryan late from 
Larry Cunningham’s backing 
band. Soin a matter of weeks from 
obscurity to overnight success is 
the true story behind Jessie & The 
James Boys, not to be confused 
with Sandie Jones and her Jones 
Gang. 


Country STYLE 
Music Cus: 


Another success story is the 
Country Style Music Club, which 
was formed in June of 1980, and 
today it’s going strong in a venture 
where many other clubs have 
closed down. The main aim of this 
club is to promote country music, at 
their weekly meeting in the 
Midland Hotel, Dominick Street, 
Dublin. There DJ., Mick Mortimer 
plays both Irish and international 
country sounds. 


The club produce their own 
monthly newsletter, have 
introduced saving schemes such as 
block bookings, to concerts from 
such as Don Williams and Boxcar 
Willie. Discounts into some 
ballrooms, and on country records 
and mail order services. Brendan 
Clarke is the P.R.O., and he says 
that their members come from 


from 
Hillsborough Co., Down is over the 
moon about all the attention he’s 
been receiving recently on the new 


shows last month that John came 
to the attention of American 
Express’s Brian Croker who was 
so impressed by what he heard 
that he’s considering some of 
John’s compositions for inclusion 
on the next American Express 
album. A versatile musician who 
plays piano-accordian, guitar, 
harmonica and drums and who 
recently featured in a half hour 
special on Downtown Radio. John 
has also had two of his songs, ‘The 
Hobo’s Cry’ and ‘’m Getting 
Older’ accepted for publication by 
Bright Moon Music, the Sussex 
based music publishing company. 


all over Ireland. New members who 
wish to join can write to Brendan at 
the Country Style Music Club, c/o 
Midland Hotel, Upper Dominick 
Street, Dublin 7. For the 
committee, success is the name of 
the game, with the best in country 
music for all to enjoy. 


i 


Gene 


Fitzpatrick 


So after three years in the shadow 
of Ann Breen, who was runner-up 
in the aforementioned talent 
competition, it now looks like 
Johns star is firmly in the ascent. 


Over 


THe Rainsow 


Rainbow Records and Northsound 
studio boss Gene Stuart features 
among some recently released 
singles on his own Rainbow label. 
Gene’s latest record, ‘Little White 
Washed Chimney’ takes its place 


ALBUM TIME: 


Host of UTV’s Country Style series 
Gene Fitzpatrick has his second 
album ‘Fitz for Laugher’ issued by 


beside debut released from the 
Silver Dollars and Fiddlin’ Tom 
Cameron. Both these acts have 
been on the local circuit for a few 
years now and it’s nice to see both 
of them on record at last. Fiddlin’ 
Tom Cameron comes up with ‘The 
Old Pine Tree’ backed with a new 
version of Bob McDills song, 
“‘She’s In Love With A Rodeo Man’ 
while the Silver Dollar’s debut with 
‘The Baptism of Jessi Taylor’ 
backed with the old Statler 
Brothers tune ‘Silver Medals and 
Sweet Memories. 


On the subject of singles, another 
on ‘Rainbow’ that’s doing quite well 
at the moment is ‘Misty Rollin’ 
Midlands’ by Larry Cunningham. 
It’s been available for a while but 
now seems to be picking up some 
healthy sales. 


OVERSEAS 


Brendan Quinn may now be out of 
sight of local fans but judging by the 
interest in him, since he emigrated 
to Canada in May he’s definately 
not out of mind and in response to 
readers enquiries about Brendan’s 
recordings here’s a list of his album 
releases to date:- 


Brendan is also featured singing six 
songs on an album called ‘22 
Dancing Hits’ on Hawk Halpx 144 


Homespun. A good mixture of 
comedy and country songs. K-tel 
issue ‘Best of the Indians’, a golden 
collection of the bands hits over the 
past decade. The Indians are still 
going strong, but badly need new 
material. Rainbow Records are 
working on a compilation LP for 
their ‘Rainbow Roadshow’ 
featuring John Greer and 
company, some good sounds 
around. 


Country CALs 
In Brier 


RTE Radio 2 report a tremendous 
response to their 3rd annual ‘Keep 
It Country Awards’. Host Paschal 
Mooney will announce the award 
winners on August 25th, and 
announce a date and venue where 
the awards will be presented in 
September. I enjoyed reading the 
letter passed on from the Editors. It 
came from Miss B. Duffy, regarding 
‘Make Mine Country’ in which she 
took us to task over our lack of 
coverage of the said TV series 
(repeats). Well, all I can say is that I 
included an item on the show ina 
previous column. Further more, I 
did write to both producer and the 
BBC TV Information Office in 


and has various guest appearances 
on other artist’s albums. 


OVERLOOKED 


Three excellent albums released 
back in May by Mint Records. The 
first of these, ‘Portrait’ Julep 25 is a 
fine debut album from singer’ 
songwriter John King that includes 
four of his own songs and a great 
version of ‘True Life Country Music’, 
a track that’s strong enough to be 
released as a single. 


The latest offering from Frankie 
McBride, ‘Could I Have This Dance’ 
Julep 26 sees Frankie’s impeccable 
vocals weave their way through a 
tasty selection of easy listening 
country songs including Frankie’s 
last single, ‘Just Beyond The Moon’ 
and ‘Could I Have This Dance’ 
which Mint have just re-released 
due to public demand. 
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Completing the trio is Roly Daniels, 
‘Last Cheaters Waltz’ Julep 27. 
Which I feel is a great album from a 
guy with a very authentic country 
voice, songs include:- ‘Do You 
Wanna Go To Heaven’, ‘Girls, 
Women and Ladies’ and of course 
his superb version of ‘Last Cheaters 
Waltz’. 


Incidentally, Roly’s new single due 
in August will be a duet with 
scottish country singer Ann 
Williamson on a song called ‘Like 
Strangers’. Another scottish 
country singer in the news this 
month is Sydney Devine who has 
just re-signed with Emerald 
Records for three years. His first 
release out this month is a gospel 
album entitled ‘Take My Hand 
Precious Lord’ GES 1220. 


Well that’s all for this month, keep it 
country and ‘Happy Trails’. 


Brendan Quinn album recordings to date:- 


‘Four In The Morning’ 
“Songs I Love To Sing’ 
“My Kinda Country’ 
‘Relax With’ 

‘Country Lovin” 


‘I'm A Little Bit Lonesome’ 


‘The Mighty Quinn’ 
‘Collection’ 


Hawk Halp 114 
Hawk Halp 175 
Emerald Ges 1163 
Emerald Ges 1181 
Mint Julep 7 
Release BRL 4112 
Release RRL 8016 
Mint Julep 18 


‘The Hits Of Brendan Quinn’ Outlet PHL 429 


Belfast, requesting details, photos 
etc., and sadly I still await their 
reply. I can’t say that I was over 
impressed with the series, I feel 
Paddy O'Flaherty was a better host 
than George Hamilton IV, and as 
for the songs performed by certain 
Irish singers, well their material and 
appearance left a lot to be desired. 
So please Miss Duffy read back 
copies of C.M.R.U., before you 
decide to go anti on both poor 
Lawrence and myself, in this case 
we state, we are not guilty. 


Nevada singers Roy Taylor and 
Karen Black are delighted that 
their song ‘Rockabilly Can Rock’ 
enjoyed chart status for Susan 
McCann, as the song was 
composed by both singers. 


dust a few short months ago the 
Bluebirds were voted one of the 
Norths top country bands. Then 
vocalist Brendan Quinn flew away 
to Canada, and was replaced by 
female vocalist Brenda Mulgrew. 
The band are now advertised as 
‘Ireland’s top rock‘n’pop band’. 
Indeed how times have changed... 


Singer Brendan Shine looking for 
hit number 25 with ‘The Old 
Rugged Cross’, while on the flip 
side he has added ‘Rose of 
Castlerea’. Brendan is soon to 


Jessie and the James Boys 


record his second series for RTE 2 
television....Folk duo Foster and 
Allen certainly went country style 
with the release of ‘Old Flames 
(Can’t Hold The Candle To You)’, 
reports that it will also be issued in 
the UK. While Philomena Belgey is 
back in vocal form with ‘Crying My 
Heart Out Over You’, now that 
Porter has sold his recording 
studios in Nashville, Philomena 
and Susan return to Big Tom’s 
Studio in Castleblaney.... 


Orange Blossom Special are a new 
duo featuring John McLaughlin 
late of Sundowners and Transit, 
who has joined forces with Michael 
McKenna, former member of the 
Cuff-Links. For their debut single 
they formed their own independent 
label Blossom Records, and John 
sings ‘Mama on the C.B’ anumber 
composed by Michael. Talented 
indeed. 


Which well known singer asked 
from stage, ‘Will you still love me 
when I am old and grey’; and his 
audience cried back “sure we do”. 


Till next month....Slan Go Foill. 


HOW 
DARE 
THEY! 


if you see an advertisement in 
the press, in print, on posters or a 
cinema commercial which makes 
you angry, write to us at the 
address below. (TV and radio 
commercials are dealt with by 
the |.B.A) 


The Advertising 
Standards Authority. 


ASA “14. Brouk House, Torrington Place, 
London WCIE 7HN 


Help us, help those 
who help themselves, 


a 
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WEST COUNTRY 


Sis chsctschsatsassercaneed 


John Autton 


Stepping on peoples toes seems to be rather an unfortunate habit of mine, and this time 
| have incurred the wrath of those good country music people of the Gloucester area and 
in particular friends of Wilf Speller, who indeed wrote to the Ed about my apparent lack 
of interest in the activities of the country music fraternity in that area. I’ve already 
written to Wilf about my reasons, and for all the good it will (or won’t) do, | can only 
make another impassioned plea!!. 


| have two arms, two legs, two eyes 
and two ears, yes indeed | ama 
human being, so | do not posess 
physic powers, that is to say that 
unless | know of any country ciub’s 
activities | cannot write about them. 
To put it quite bluntly, if club 
organisers cannot or will not bother to 
keep me informed, then | can’t be 
bothered to give them valuable free 
publicity:— it’s as simple as that. It's a 
very sad fact of life that particularly in 
Country Music the people who are first 
to shout the odds at Columnists like 
myself are more often than not, the 
last to furnish we columnists with the 
required information. The letter even 
offered to take over my column, which 
is OK by me if he thinks he can doa 
better job, it'll be interesting to see the 
outcome of this. 


On a happier note, Wilf Speller 
presents a weekly country music 
programme on Severn Sound(388m’s 
MW & 95 VHF), ‘Mainly Country’ is the 
name of the programme and can be 
heard every Saturday night from 7- 
9pm. 


Newton Abbot. 


The Lonesome Trail CMC.,has played 
host to a couple of interesting bands in 
the last few weeks, one of them being 
an outfit called Paradox who certainly 
seem to have impressed all the people 
down there. Although | was unable to 
attend due to pressure of work in the 
day job (yes, radio presenters do work 
some of the time). From the 


i 
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comments I’ve heard Paradox will be 
welcome visitors to The Lonesome 
Trail anytime. 


Another band | missed at this venue 
were Ann—Marie and Drifter, again the 
club audience and organisers were 
very impressed. Apparently the only 
weak point, being a lack of continuity 
between numbers, a point I'm certain 
they will rectify as time goes on. 


=:lan Whitelaw 


TYNE WEAR G@ TWEED 


Coun 


Personally | have always been very 
impressed by Ann’s great voice, and 
as I’ve mentioned before, with a little 
work on fronting the band | still think 
they will be an impressive force on our 
country music scene. 


The Double H CMC. 


at Dunchideock, near Exeter has had 
some good country music on offer 
from a variety of very good bands just 
recently. | have been raving recently 
about the good music being offered by 
Denver Spur, and on their most recent 
visit to The Double H, they were still in 
very good form, a factor that didn’t go 
un-noticed by the large audience 
present. Lead vocalist Dave Beck is, in 
my opinion one of the best frontmen 
on the local scene and creates great 
repartee with his audience. But 
pernaps it’s unfair of me to single out 
individual members of this band, 
because these days they are all doing 
so much more as a unit, and for 
Denver Spur, it could be said that 
everything’s coming up roses. 


At The Double H, few people command 
as much respect as Cliff Whelan, you 
can hear a proverbial pin drop when 
he’s on stage. Appearing on the same 
show here was young Sarah Jory with 
her pedal steel guitar. who is now 
very much in demand in various parts 


of the country so | reckon that she 
must rank as the most travelled 12 
year old on British country music. 
Sarah benefits a great deal from this 
exposure in various parts of the 
country and | would suggest that if she 
is ever in your area—do go along. I'm 
told her debut album ‘Sarah's Steel 
Line’ (Crow Records PPC 002) is 
attracting very healthy sales at gigs... 
During her ‘school holidays’ she will 
be undertaking a tour of Scotland with 
Tony Best. which I'm pretty sure will 
do young Sarah nothing but good. 


It was also at The Double H that | had 
my first opportunity to see for myself 
The Yellowstone Picnic Band, and a 
very pleasing experience it was too. 
Whata collection of talent they are, for 
many years I’ve been impressed with 
Nick Carter's singing and songwriting, 
Carl Benson is one of the best country 
bass players in Britain —there | go 
again picking out individual members 
talents!!!. Suffice to say that The 
Yellowstone Picnic Band are four very 
experienced musicians and vocalists, 
who between them have more years of 
experience of both live and recording 
work, than many country bands can 
expect or wish for in a lifetime. They 
deserve every success. 


Also making a first time appearance 
were the four very talented lads from 
the Midlands, known as Hamilton's 
Power. What a debut this band had. 
Although the audience couldn’tin any 
way be described as capacity, those - 
that attended were all decided on one 
thing and that is that organiser/co— 
proprietor, Simon Preece will have to 
give these lads a return booking, and | 
would bet that the next time Hamilton’s 
Power appear here you won’tbe able to 
get a fag paper between the audience. 
Such was the impact they made...,| for 
one will be first in the queue. 


Fry’s CMC., 


Ann-Marie & Drifter 


Keynsham staged a good get together 
when featuring the talents of Tony 
Best. Mary Miller & Pennine Express 
and Three Piece Suite,and | report on 
good authority (Club organiser Tony 
Griffiths) that Tony Best is without 
doubt the most popular artist to appear 
at Fry’s.since the club has been in 
existance, and his latest show was no 
exception. | guess there can’t be too 
many country ‘club’ fans in Britain who 
haven't seen ‘Big Besty’ in action, but 
for those who haven't had the pleasure 
I can honestly say, you don’t know 


what you have missed. (That will cost 
you a dry white wine next time you’re 
down this way Besty!!). 


It was a first time appearance at Fry's 
for Mary Miller & Pennine Express, but 
Mary and the band proved to be 
excellant entertainers, who combine 
good presentation with good 
appearance. 


Completing the line up for this show 
were the Bristol based Three Piece 
Suite. If you read last month’s column 
you will remember that Tony Griffiths 
sang the praises of this band very 
highly, the band having played a set, 
when the advertised booked band had 
motor troubles. Again, according to my 
informer Three Piece Suite seem 
destined for a very bright future. 


The Smokestack CMC 


Continue to hold it’s weekly get 
together’s every Tuesday at The 
Heatherton Grange Hotel, Bradford— 
On-Tone. Recently celebrating it’s 7th 
anniversary with a show at Taunton’s 
Brewhouse Theatre, they saw the 
fabulous Poacher in action. Here’s to 
the next seven years good people of 
The Smokestack. 


Devon... 
Good news/Bad news 


The bad news is for all people of South 
Devon, because The Double Eagle 
CMC., has folded due to various 
reasons, (I will bring more details in 
next months column.) 


The good news comes from Plymouth, 
The Continental Divide CMC, which 
meets monthly at The Continental Hotel 
in Millbay Road, continues to thrive, 
with organiser Carol Moreton and her 
merry bunch of followers 
enthusiastically throwing themselves 
into all aspects of this club’s activities, 
which includes a very informative 
monthly newsletter... 


That fine band from Byfleet, Kent, 
known as ‘Chester’ make a welcome 
excursion to the West Country for a 
series of dates that takes in most of the 
major country music clubs in Devon, 
Cornwall & Somerset. Chester now 
feature a girl vocalist in their line up. 


Well that's it for this month, 
information as always to me C/O 
DevonAir Radio, 35/37, St. Davids Hill, 
Exeter, EX4 4DA orto my home address 
which is 14, Raleigh Road, St. 
Leonard's, Exeter, EX1 1TQ, telephone 
(0392) 75563. 


Without doubt as far as we are concerned, the big event of the month had to be the ALMA 
presentation of their annual Country Music Jamboree. With a host of visiting acts and our own local 
acts this event proved yet again, as far as I am concerned, that British acts don’t have to pay lip 
service to their American Country Cousins for much longer. 


The weather could have been a little kinder over the 
weekend but at least we are thankful that the rain, toa 
great extent, stayed awav. 


The first day . saw the festival off to a great 

start with Pinkerton’s Colours, West Virginia, Brian 
Golbey and Nick Strutt, and Tammy Cline & Southern 
Comfort. To pick out individual performances on an 
occasion such as this would be invidious, but I feel I 
owe it to Tammy’s band to say I found a great deal of 
comfort in this performance as opposed to the last time 
I saw them. They helped Tammy put on one of those 
immaculate performances that the public now treats 
as standard from this vivacious young lady. 


BRIAN AND NICK fiddled, plucked, strummed, and 
wisecracked their way through an excellent set, with 
Brian throwing in a goodly measure of callisthenics 
during their rendition of ‘Orange Blossom Special’ asa 
special bonus. This is the first time I have managed to 
catch the combined talents of this duo, and they 
certainly did no damage to the reputation they have 
created themselves in Country Music circles. 


WEST VIRGINIA again made life difficult for 
themselves by having the temerity to accept a booking 
in Cheltenham for the previous evening, travelling up 
to Tyneside overnight to arrive in South Shields next 
morning, then completing the marathon by doing two 
stints at the Festival, with a further appearance at The 
Gunfighters on Saturday evening. It’s a shame The 
Great North Run was held the week before, the lads 
could have had a go at this just to round of the 
weekend!!! All joking aside this band by their attitude 
to work, command one’s respect, and they will 
certainly not be left far behind any British Band when it 
comes to displaying talent. 


I missed Pinkerton’s show at The 

Jamboree, but was able to put that right the following 
evening at the Stella Maris, when I was pleasantly 
suprised by the country sound that is now developing in 
this band, gone are the very sharp edged harmonies of 
yesteryear, to be replaced by the softer more round 


harmonies often demanded by country songs, I am 
pleased to say that the band have resisted the 
temptation to revert to the easy way out by playing well 
worn standards, but have opted to do it their way, by 
imposing their own interpretation of country music on 
some of the lesser recognised music. I shall look 
forward to seeing them again. 


Kelvin Henderson 


Sunday started off warmer but a gusty wind proved a 
problem, and indeed caused a moment of high drama, 
unknown to the audience, when one particularly strong 
blast snapped a couple of main guys almost causing the 
collapse of the stage end of the marquee. Prompt and 
resourceful action by ALMA officials saved the day, I’m 
pleased to say. 


There were already signs early on that Sunday’s show 
was going to have a better attendance than on the 
Saturday, and local duo The Hokum Hotshots got the 
music off to a good start: Although not well known in 
country music circles even locally, the Hotshots have 
won a local buskers competition organised by the local 
TV station, and make most of their appearances ina 
local folk club. 


KELVIN HENDERSON then relinquished his 
compering role to treat us to some of his better known 
‘party pieces’ delivered in that impeccable Henderson 
treatment of country music. He also did a first class job 
of backstage and up front management that couldn’t 
have been bettered by The Prophet himself. 


I suppose, to be honest, the show really took off with 
the appearance of High Plains Drifter, this band 
provided the spark to set the rest of the afternoon 
alight. As always they got the fans involved and the 
adrenalin flowing, and as ever had me searching 
desperately for the magic ingredient their music has, 
which generates so much excitement in their 
audiences. It’s something I can’t put my finger on, and 
we’ll just have to put it down to that ‘Pied Piper 
Syndrome’ again. 


They were followed by the Duffy Brothers, who 
supplied an act that weaved it’s own spell over the 
audience, still buzzing from the previous bands 
performance, and if] had to commit myself would say 
the day and the audience at the end belonged to Ray & 
Leo Duffy. This was pure magic of a very special kind, 
they were musically brilliant, and interspersed by 
humour so visual it can’t help but be universal. 


MUSTANG had the unenviable task of following this 
superb piece of stagecraft and they rose to the 
occasion magnificently. It almost seemed as if 
everyone realised the standards had now been set, and 


the aim was now to equal, if not surpass anything that 
had gone before. With their own inimitable treatment 
of the type of country music they present so well, 
Mustang had the audience again enthralled, finishing 
off their set appropriately, at it was July 4th, with 
‘American Trilogy’. 


Then came the turn of local favourites The Moat 
Brothers’ Country Band, who went through a 
scintillating set, that has established them as a 
considerable force in country music throughout 
Britain. Oh no!!! it couldn’t be 5.30pm already. The 
day was brought to a close by the appeareance of High 
Plains Drifter. 


A special mention is deserved by The Gunfighters who 
provided a full two day programme of square dancing 
and special tableaux to fill in those awkward pauses 
between acts to give the weekend’s entertainment it’s 
sense of continuity. 


The other big occasion for me, to happen recently was 
the appearance of Hoyt Axton in Newcastle, at the City 
Hall. I did feel desperately sorry for Hoyt, who deserved 
a much bigger audience than this. 


The third and perhaps most though provoking visitor to 
the region was the appearance of Justin Tubb to the 
Border Country Club, Berwick. Supported by Mustang, 
Justin gave a set evocative of yesteryear, which 
featured his father’s hit “Waltz Across Texas’ a 
selection of his own hits including, ‘What’s Wrong 
With The Way We’re Doing It Now’, and his own 
personal tribute to some of todays writers such as. Dick 
Feller. 


What with all these exciting things happening I haven’t 
left myself much room for the bread and butter fare 
which is the mainstay of our country music fare in the 
North East. Suffice to say the local clubs have supplied 
the fans with their usual excellent shows. Artists 
appearing included Clint’s Collection, Moonshine Trio, 
Bev Williams and Midnite Flyer and Ken & Billie Ford. 


That about rounds it up for this month, don’t forget the 
new address is 66 St. Oswalds Road, Hebburn, Tyne & 
Wear NE31 1HX. See you around. 
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Counties 


One band the Silk-Cut Wembley 
talent contest has helped? 
Birmingham based Indigo Lady, 
heat winners both at the 
preliminary in Shrewsbury and the 
eliminator in Newark and joint 
third at Wembley. 


A band that combines beauty with 
beat and bags of bounce. Some 
early comments that they were a 
little ‘Rocky’ have been unfounded. 
Their programmes are a satisfying 
blend of progressive country and 
soft ballads and visually they have 
worked on presentation - you don't 
get pints and fags on stage with 
this outfit. 


‘Wembley was good for Indigo’ 
says Ingred Bromley, who 
combines being drummer with the 
Manager’s and Agent’s job. “The 
Bookings have really taken off and 
the important ones, the repeats, 
are coming in”. They have played 
support gigs to Lonnie Donegan, 
Poacher, Hillsiders. Pre-Wembley. 
they never played outside the 
Birmingham bus-routes - since, 
they’ve played from Yorkshire to 
Brean Sands in Somerset and 
currently are playing London 
music clubs and the first cuts of an 
album are down (regional readers 
can catch samples being played on 
Beacon Country). 


The girls work hard to prove that 
they are a genuine road band, nota 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
public eye! 


It can cost you as little 
as £2.50 per week... 


Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


Hopefully all the local clubs have 
come through the competition that the 
world cup posed to regular club 
nights, intact. as if there wasn't 
enough problems for the clubs as itis. 
B&V C.M.C.. Gillingham is where Bill 
and Vye Taylor run a friendly (weekly) 
meeting. which on occasions attracts 
some of the local musos. The night | 
saw the Naden Brothers. Paul Godley 
(sorry | spelt it wrong last time) from 
Renegade was there and a couple of 
itinerant Wind surfers turned up 
during the night, alright for some. I'm 
refering to Mr and Mrs Mick Green. My 


composition put together for the 
Silk Cut - you still get that line up 
and don’t get offered a duo with 
rhythm box. 


Another band that’s travelling and 
gaining a reputation is 
Wolverhampton’s ‘Dallas’ lead by 
Scot, Bob Nelson, “Ah’m teckin’ 
ma music tae t’ people, Jimmy”. 


After short tours in the N.E. and 
London, also the West Country and 
with a tour of the Higlands laid on, 
they have just accepted an offer ofa 
three-week tour of Holland, 


first glimpse of the Naden Brothers. 
and what an act. They appeared as a 
trio. bass guitar, rhythm guitar and 
lead guitar with three part vocal 
harmony. This act must be amongst 
Britains best, yet don’t seem to have 
achieved the full acclaim. Even the 
club attendance was low. a pity 
because the club and band deserved 
better. 


| hope the word will get around to 
those who missed a great night. The 
B&V club meets at the Walnut Tree 
club Wharf Road. Gillingham every 
Wednesday. I'm sure Bill and Vye 
have of late been running the club 
more for love than money so need 
better support for their efforts. This 
month Country Tracks. Baktrack, Pinto 
and Cherokee appear so if you live in 
the Medway areas try to make it. 


Festival Festival 
Festival 


Deal football club are taking the bold 
step of holding an open air country 
music festival at their ground. 
‘Charles Sports Ground’, Mill Road. 
Deal. on Saturday the 14th of this 
month, Jim Coleman who has been 
organising the bands tells me that he 
has aimed to present local bands with 
a quest appearance of the Muskrats. 
who are at Dover that evening. The 
line up for the afternoon is as follows 
at the time of the writing: Pinto, 
American Brew including Ronnie 
Winters who incidentally is now doing 
more club dates with the band. Blue 
Country. Muskrats. Riversiders or 
Silver Wings then the evening show 
from 7pm onwards is shared between 
the Rustlers and Shackle with another 
guest spot by Ronnie Winters. As the 
festival is open air the weather will 
play a big part in its success. so go 


JIM DUNCAN 


iat 


Indigo Lady 


U.S.A.F. bases in Germany and an 
eight day residency at the famous 
Nashville Sun Restaurant in Zurich 
- (will they sing ‘Gnome On The 
Range’?) 


It’s sad to see any established 
country club close, but Amblecote 
British Legion, run by Pete 
Donnelly for the last four years has 
had it’s last show. Pete kept A.B.L. 
going inspite of being only 3 miles 
from the Ashwood CMC., and 
covering the same night. The bands 
were good and the shows tight. 


Apparently the final disagreement 


prepared. The compere for the festival 
has not been finalised yet. Besides 
music there will also be stalls and 
other attractions. This is an ambitious 
project and needs all the support it can 
get. Further details from Jim Coleman 
on Deal 66623. 


Whiplash Folds 


The Whiplash CMC.. has closed 
following a long period of falling 
attendances and mounting losses. The 
clubs problems seem to have stemmed 
from when they lost the use of the 
council venues they had at the 
Quarterdeck and Astor Theatre at Deal. 
Due to the lack of availability of any 
sizeable venue they had to continue 
with their dates at small venues. To 
combat this they increased the 
frequency of their club nights, but Jim 
Coleman ended up dipping in his own 
pocket too often, to pay for the losses. 
though all is not lost because in 
association with Dover District Council 
Jim is picking up the pieces and has 
tried to salvage some of the bands 
bookings under the name of ‘Castle 
Country’ and it is hoped that all 
promotions will be staged at the 
Quarterdeck or Astor Theatre. 


Mentioning the Quarterdeck reminds 
me that Dover District Council are 
promoting a series of Sunday concerts, 
starting on the 1st of this month and 
ending on the 5th of September. not all 
the Sundays are country, so check with 
the council first, but at the time of 
writing, the 29th features American 
Brew and Ronnie Winter. 


Further round the coast at Dover the 
‘Golden Eagle’ club has changed back 
to its original venue, the Townsend 
Thoresen club in Dover. the only date! 
have for them in August is the 14th 
when they feature the Muskrats. 


with the committee came over the 
sale of liquorice sticks to the kids? 


I wish him luck in finding a new 
venue soon anyway. Club music 
needs people like Pete Donnelly. 


One dies, three more spring up. Ron 
& Val Glear, long time stalwart 
supporters of the local country 


Scene are venturing into the hard 
world of country promotion, picking 
the prime night of Saturday to open 
the Bradford CMC.., at the Bradford 
Arms, Tipton Road, Coseley. They 
are doing it in style with the best 
there is - 1 know I'm biased, - Ken 
Harris and the Playboys, on August 
21st. 


The Gables Country Club in 
Kingswinford starts on the last 
Monday in July, hosted initially by 
Austin Powell and myself. They are 
calling the country music night 
‘Rattlesnake Music’ after the hard 
Texas sound of Annie McGowan. 


The first show is with Billy 
Farnsworth’s Shiloh who are 
collecting more accolades than 
ever now they are back on the road. 


The Round Oak at Brierley Hill rolls 
into Country on Tuesday nights in 
August - no band details at time of 
press. 


Anew departure at the Mitre, Lower 
High Street, Stourbridge, Cactus 
Jack, alias John ‘Mine-host’ has 
started on Wednesday nights a 
country music workshop for all 
budding singers and pickers, on 
their way to Nashville to break the 
ice. The Cactus Jack Trio will back 
any act that wants to perform or 
you can just go along and listen. 
John, Rob and Mike assured me 
that all are very welcome and all 
young ladies under 80 are admitted 
free. Nice to see someone put a little 
back and give new acts a chance. 


Noting Bob McKinlay has started a 
Fan-Club, judging by his reception 
in this area it should be a lively one. 


Ricky Sylva now has his second 
album available, all very tried and 
trusted numbers, performed in 
Ricky's easy on the ear style, the 
old Red Sovine standard Little 
Rosa stands out. 


DRIED UP.... 


They burst through the country 
scene like a prairie fire, the music 
was fresh, the harmonies perfect. 
They quickly built up a tremendous 
following and were in demand 
throughout the Midlands, the band 
of course, Mike Broadhurst’s 
famed White River. Now 
unfortunately disbanded, Mike told 
me that the legendary Pete Brazil 
has amicably parted company and 
to replace a man whose skills on 
lead guitar are compared with 
Albert Lee was going to take time. 
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Rather than lower the River’s 
stardard, Mike was going to get 
things together later in the year. So 
if you have the White River booked, 
please check your bookings. 


Apologies...Due to a misprint we 
referred to Radio W.M’s Town & 
Country programme outside link 
man as Malcolm Stuart - it should 
have read Stent, sorry mate. (Liked 
the TV spot). 


CLUBS THAT ARE 
RUNNING - 


@ W’tonCMC., Hollybush, every 
Thursday night and also Sundays. 
Derek’s favourite on the 15th, Phil 
Brady & Ranchers. 


@® W’tonCMC., Woodfield are 
monthly, 14th Patsy Powell’s 
Birthday show. (Many happy 
returns from C.M.R.U Patsy!) 


@ Ranch Hands CMC., 4 Ways, 
Rowley Regis - Saturdays. 


@ Ashwood CMC., - every 
Friday. 


@ Farmers Arms, Kempsey - BI- 
weekly Saturday 14th, Mel 
Darran, 28th Lockstock & Barrel. 


@ Hen & Chickens, B’ham New 
Road - every Monday. 


@ Rattlesnake Music, The 
Gables, Kingswinford - every 
Monday. 


@ Moonraker, Chadsmoor - 
every Saturday. 


Contact me on 03843 74806 or 
Pen and Paper to 5 Bridle Road, 
Wollaston, Stourbridge. 


Don’t get caught or killed! 


SOUTH EAST 


REPORT | 


Club Call 


The Triangle CMC., feature Cherokee 
and from Sussex Tangie County at their 
usual venue the village hall, Chilham. 
near Canterbury, as usual on the first 
Monday and third Saturday in the 
month meeting....The Jubilee Trail 
CMC.. which meets at the Town Hall, 
Sittingbourne. stage Will Conrad and 
the Westeners plus Family Curtis. 


The Deri CMC.. which still meets at 
Rainham town football club, 
Wennington Road, Rainham in Essex, 
this month: Garry Blackmore plus Colt 
45. Terry Edwards. Jefferson County 
and last but not least Mike Scot- 
Tracey....Then Colt 45 appear at the 
regular Thursday night meetings. 


Received a letter recently from a D. 
Ingold to let me know he/she now runs 
the Harlow CMC.. which meets as usual 
every Tuesday at Victoria Hall. Harlow, 
Essex. 


The Virginian CMC.. still meets every 
Sunday night at North Heath social 
club, Erith and is well worth a visit. The 
club are putting on a special charity 
night on the 7th when Country Shack. 
plus Nightwing and Paul Preston 
appear at Slade Green Community 
centre, Bridge Road, Slade Green, 
Erith. The evening goes from 7pm till 
11.45pm and tickets are £3:50 and 
£2:00 for children. 


The annual Custom car show at Detling 
show ground will this year feature a 


C&W fair. The show takes place on 
Sunday 8th of this month with the music 
provided by the Riversiders, with 
Johnny Concho and White man V 
Indians battle in the afternoon, 
Apparently anybody who arrives in full 
western gear will be entitled to a 
reduction of 50% on the admission 
price of £2.00. The gates are open at 
11.00am and the events go on till about 
5pm. Further details from 0795 71978. 


Anew club to me is the Arizona CMC.. 
Phoenix Club. 96 Grange Road, 
Plaistow E13.. which meets every 
Wednesday (plus on Sundays at the 
same venue they hold a country 
musicians workshop between 
11.30am and 2pm). 


This month sees the 3rd Peterborough 
Festival. which sees the region well 
represented with local bands taking 
part and of course to finish the festival 
off on the Monday. (I don’t mean that 
quite how it sounds). your compere for 
the day is Radio Medway’s Larry 
Adams. Part of the continued success 
of Peterborough must be due to the 
constant stream of publicity they send 
out, they certainly in my opinion doa 
better job than any other British 
Festival. including Wembley. 


The upcoming Festival at Worthing is 
fast approaching and appears to have 
finalised one of the best line ups of 
British talent you'll see this year and 
the event takes place over the 
weekend of 17/18/19 of September. 
further details from Worthing 202221. 


Sean Doherty - 


Hands up all those who like Waylon 
Jennings. right now pick up your 
C.M.R.U.. from the floor and make note 
of the 17th of September. because 
you'll all be at the Woodville Halls. 
Gravesend. Why is that?, | hear you 
say, well it's because Wendel Adkins 
is appearing there in another radio 
Medway show. You will have read last 
month that Adkins is a guy that’s so 
much like Waylon vocally that even 
Waylon is reputed to have difficulty in 
deciding who's singing, but I've been 
told he has got a better act than 
Waylon. so that must be something. 
With all that coming and all these 
festivals. this month certainly has its 
fill, and that reminds me to wish Kent 
based entrepreneur Micky Hayes good 
luck for the weekend of 6/7/8th of this 
month, when his dream of many years 
comes to fruition in Schavinger in 
Holland when his Euro-Country 
television Festival takes place. It's just 
been confirmed to me that the special 
guests on the Sunday night will be 
Tompall and the Glaser Brothers, who 
will hopefully also present the awards. 
One of the Judges over the weekend is 
Larry Adams. he gets in everywhere 
these days. Incidentally, British 
television have not at the time of 
writing decided to televise the awards 
show. Good luck to Roxon and Carey 
Duncan, who are taking part 
representing Britain. 


That's it for another month, so don't 
forget. you can get me on Thanet 
601994 or at 134 Rumfields Road. 
Broadstairs. Kent. 


DANGER: Publishers warning: Reading Country Music Round Up can seriously involve you with all that goes on in the country music scene 
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During the past few weeks due to the railway problems, it 
has been taking up to three hours to commute to and from 
Central London. so naturally when people do eventually get 
home they are not too keen to go out. Add to that the fact that 
the Football ‘World Cup’ and Tennis ‘Wimbledon’ being on 
the television and it has been getting pretty close to the last 
straw for many club promotors. 


FIGHT TO SURVIVE 


Of course. there are one or two high spots both Vic 
Woodhouse'’s clubs seem'to be going well for example—but 
generally the London Club scene has become very 
depressed. 


writing. 


THE ‘LUCKY’ 13 didn’t really get off the ground when it was 
re-opened, so organiser ‘Dot’ has given up the idea for 
present. 


RAMBLERS: Suffering attendances a lot lower of late. so has 
gone from weekly to fortnightly... Better news from the'DERI’: 
After a period of a very poor turn out (by their standards) for 
spring and early summer, I'm pleased to say attendances 
have picked up 


COCKNEY: Attendances still well down and there’s been some 
talk of closing completely. 


HARLOW: Club also has its attendances well down, which just 
about sums up the general picture and even the plush 
GROSVENOR ROOMS has had its ‘very’ quiet nights. So | am 
sure all concerned with the local club scene are looking 
forward to a period of industrial peace and an end to 
recession, followed by reasonable weather to encourage 
people to go out. 


IN YOUR OWN WRITE: 


A good bit of cockney grammer that heading but it expresses 
the idea of this section....1 asked for your contributions and 
I'm pleased tosay any number of you got in touch. 


KELLY HOWARD: A Canadian exile sent a really interesting 
letter, (about the length of Tolstoy's War and Peace!), and it 
really would be a bit unfair to precis it, but Kelly's main 
points are that the country music industry is firmly held back 
by ‘amateur’ organisers who pay the bands such small fees 
that they cannot exist as pros. , so we end up with a lot of what 
he calls ‘Xerox’ groups copying the Americans and other 
British groups. The main reason for this surely is that all too 
often when a professional company get involved they have 
got their fingers burned. So if we didn’t have the ‘amateurs 
who do it for love’ we virtually would have no country music 
scene. 


Another point Kelly makes is that every act ought to go 
through an agent ‘If only to ensure they pay their fair share of 
taxes’, -- | really shouldn't go on, he’s probably upset all the 
promoters and most of the bands, but the long letter makes 
many excellent points and if there was someway to get Utopia 
I'm sure Kelly would be one of the organisers...in the 
meantime he and his band Canadian Club have a tour of 
Scotland, Holland, Germany and Switzerland lined up so try 
and catch them before they go. (Their act | mean). 


MURRAY’S BACK 


Murray Kash tells me he's organising a two week festival of 
country music at Kingsley Leisure Club. This takes place in 
October, embracing 15th-22nd and 22nd-2Sth and I’m told it 
can cost as little as £15 per head for good country 
entertainment, accommodation and lots of other activities. 


it’s easy to complain 
about advertisements. 
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News from the Greater London Regions 


After a month away | sure know I’m home with a vengeance! 

It’s hardly stopped raining and no sooner has one union suspended 
strike activity another starts. Following a good holiday it’s not really 
too hard to put up with but for the poor club promoters arcund London 


it has just about made the financial gamble of putting on shows unbearable. 


Tony Banks the Chairman of the Arts and Recreation 
Committee has written to say that the country music side of 
the May Day Festival was considered to have been a success 
and they have every intention of repeating the same next 
year. 


ARIZONA CMC: 


This club started to open its doors at 96 Grange Road. 
Plaistow every Sunday from 11.30 until 2pm as a Country 
Musician's Workshop. A meeting place for musicians and 
their families to get together for whatever purpose they 
want. As it got off to a quiet start you had better ring Marian 
Thomas, 01 476 5843, to make sure they are still trying it. 


TAWNY 


Their biggest fan. Debra, writes to inform me that John and 
Allan are doing a sponsored run of 13 miles around 
Colchester in aid of the local hospitals. The band does a lot 
of work around the Colchester area. 


CHESTER: 


Another band that is also looking abroad for a lot of its work 
is the award winning Chester, with a tour of Switzerland and 
a 60-date Canadian tour in the autumn. 


LONDON CLUB SPOTLIGHT: 
THE GRANGE 


Miss Paula Thomas complains that | neglect the west of 
London area and she’s quite right but it is 25 miles right 
through the capital. BUT just to please her: 


I don’t know if Paula has been to the Grange but if she hasn't. 
| recommend itasa nice friendly dancing club. It takes place 
very Sunday night at the Co-op Hall. Syom Lane, Osterley 
(just off the A4 Great West Road). Run by Joan Greenaway, a 
comfortably built and jolly lady, Joan has been involved in 
the local country music scene for a number of years, 
knowing all about those hard times while trying to present 
country music in the area, but! am pleased to report that of 
late the club has become more successful. The hall is not 
over large, but has a good sized stage at one end and a bar at 
the other. Decorated with both Union and Confederate flags 
together with the Union Jack. there is a fair-sized dance hall 
which got well used the night | was there. Also worth a 
mention is parking, as they have a large car park. ideal for 
the average club catering for around 150 seated. Joan not 
only compere’s, but works the door, cuts the sandwiches 
and cooks the hamburgers. with the help of a couple of 
friends of course. Membership costs £1.50 per year and 
admission is £1.30 members and £1.50 guests. Joan can be 
found on 01 890 2085 for further details. 


front man Vic Woodhouse 


LONDON BAND PROFILE 
-- HICKORY LAKE 


It wasn't all that long ago | did a profile of this band, but the 
wheels of change have gone round, until the only original 
member left is front man Vic Woodhouse. It is always a 
problem comparing bands with previous line-ups. they 
cannot sound the same, no matter how good the individual 
musicians. if you change the ingredients it takes a while to get 
into a complete unit. or to develop its own character. 


The quality of the component parts is not in question with 
Mick, Geoff and Andy neé, Garry Blackmore Band and Lindsey 
St. John neé Suffolk Punch, and our Vic has more front than 
Mae West, so | look forward to seeing this band when they've 
had that vital time together. 


You can already hear the harmonies are beginning to work. 
Also in their programme they include the old favourites with 


instrumental highlights and the newer material and sing- 


along type country is nicely balanced. 


RATES FOR THIS SECTION AVAILABLE 


Every week, millions of advertisements appear in the press, 


on posters or in the cinema 


Most of them comply with the rules contained in the 


British Code of Advertising Practice and are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful 

But if you find one that, in your 
way, please write to us at the address below. 


We'd like you to help us keep advertising up to standard. 


; The Advertising Standards Authority. 
If an advertisement is wrong,we're here to put it right. 
ASA .Ltd., Brook House, Torrington Place, London WCIE 7HN. 


Equipment includes 
*MCI-& Studer tape machines 
+ Trident desk 

+ JBL/Amcron monitoring 
-Neumann. Electrovoice. Beyer. AKG mics 


We can also quote for a complete 
Start to finish service including 
«Recording « Cutting + Pressing 
+ Label printing » Sleeve design 


01-668 3457/6484 


pinion, IS wrong In some 


FROM: DIRECTORY DEPARTMENT 


Donmear hice 


39 EARLHAM STREET. LONDON WC2 


TELEX 299107 OMEGA 


HIRING LIGHTING OR 
STAGE EQUIPMENT? 


CALL US FIRST FOR FREE 
PRICE LIST 


6799 


Tel: 01-941 2555. 


If you offer a Service to the Entertainment Industry. 
your name should be in these columns. 


Rates are available from: 


Directory Department: 0522 685507 


RETRACTABLE 


} SEATING 
ou STAGING 


Send for FREE CATALOGUE TO-DAY 


We also manufacture Athletic Games, Keep Fit 


Leisure Equipment, Trampolines and Line Markin 
Ol 336 Ryd | Machines = 
DD Daw 


LODGE (CONTRACTS) LTD 


Trading Estate, West Molesey. Surrey. 


Mick Green 


Lindsey St. John now has a spot on her own, when Vic takes 
over the bass, but personally | think it would make for a better 
balanced act if they spread her songs out through the evening 
after all she is not really a guest artist, rather....she is an 
important new member of the band. 


| particularly liked ‘I’m An Old Cowhand’ with very tasteful 
steel and the vocal harmony in ‘Hey Good Looking’ and 
‘Elvira’ when the band really seemed to come alive. The band 
is fully pro., but Vic runs a couple of clubs, so he knows the 
financial facts of life and they work for a reasonable fee. You 
can contact him on 0279 39407. 


eocee AND FINALLY..... 


Keith Pearson has joined that elite group of performers 
sending messages of good wishes to the Task Force in the 
Falklands via David Allan's Country Folk programme. 


Hope to see you all at Peterborough, if not, you can get in 
touch with me via 11 King Harolds Way. Bexleyheath, Kent 01 
310 5784. 


PROFESSIONAL 


“LMING | ama 
FILMING 

We use only the latest 
broadcast quality E.N.G. 
cameras and U.Matic 


recording and editing 
equipment. 


Highly individual Videos 
for groups, entertainers, 
and artistes. 


We film anything, anytime, 
anywhere! 


Top Quality — Modest Price. 


VIDEO 2000 vx .10. 


Tel. (0482) 446351/2 


363 Beverley Road, Hull, 
Nth Humberside, 


HU5 1LA. 
Telex 527589 
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NOW BOOKING 
INTO 1982 


BOOTHILL BOYS 


051-476 1429 


Telephone: 
0925 32496/7 (24 hours) 


Bookings and enquries:  _ 
~~ Tel. Burton-on-Trent (0283) 46553 


FOR ALL YOUR 


TWENTY TWO STONES OF 
COUNTRY ENTERTAINMENT 


TONY BEST 


Doesn’t Just Sing Country - 
he entertains! 
\. instant Audience Appeal 
Unique Comedy Style 
And A Fine Voice. 
Book direct on 


BM Shrewsbury 58156 
5 or any 
reputable agency. 


available as 4 
duo/trio/4  g 
piece 


Book Direct:- 
0942 863671 


Fan Club. Send £2:50 (1 year) 
c 0 86 Bickershaw Lane. Abram, Wigan. 
Greater Manchester. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


DIRECTORY 
ADVERTS 
ARE 
AVAILABLE ON 
SIX OR TWELVE MONTH 
SERIES ONLY 


THIS SIZE 


(Keep your name Out Front) 


051-489 1510 


TEL: 0302 853416 or 853796 


‘Old Gravel Boots’ 


0302 771287 


37 Wroot Road 
Finningley, Doncaster, 


Anyone wishing to book Mel Haque in the 
South may contact 

Dick Trower in Romford on 0708 41611 for 
the South-East and London...or 

Dave Street in Blandford Forum, Dorset on 
0258 54258 for the South-West 


(WOLVERHAMPTON) 
BOOKINGS 0902 635671 


ADVERTISING REQUIREMENTS TELEPHONE 


SPECIALLY 
COMMISSIONED 


Snulhy 


Garrett 


Bookings 
(0254) 674042 


(0254) 61127 


82 Ermine Close, 
Roman Road, 
Blackburn, 

Lancs. BB23UP © 


J.C. OWENS 


Country 
vocals ‘guitar 


available 
solo or with 


Mountain Dew’ 


Plat = if 
Bookings: telephone Country Band 
Albrighton 3861 STD 090722 


Met Hague “GRAVEL BOOTS 
MAIL ORDER ONLY 
ON DISC AND TAPE 
Latest Recordings 
“Live at The Queen Bess”....CGBC 001 
includes “Plastic Girl”...cassette only £4.00 
“Merry Go Round”...LKLP 6558...£4.00 
“Mel Hague...Live”...LKLP 6364...£3.50 
“Old Gravel Boots”...LKLP 6270...£3.50 
“The Winner”...LKLP 6023...£3.00 
All albums available on cassette 
Please include 50p P&P for one LP or £1.00 524 three 
or more. For cassettes 25p P&P for 
one or 50p for two or more. 6. 
OGB RECORDS N & 
“OHGEEBEE HOUSE” 


37 WROOT RD FINNINGLEY xr 
DONCASTER DN9 3DS U.K. Pay 
iG) A" 


Ciime 


BAND 


managed 
and supplied by 


LIVE PROMOTIONS 
0775-68661/2 


COLT 45 


1976 - Wembley Award Winners 
1977 - George Hamilton IV 
Nationwide Tour 


ALSO available with the 
" sensational Mike Scott Tracey 


ADVERTISING 
DOESN’T 
COST, 

IT PAYS. 


Ring: Teynham. Kent (0795) 521431 
or Crayford (0322) 53748 


MOUNTAIN DAVEY 


All enquiries for 


AMERICAN 
BREW 
to 
FRONTIER 


PROMOTIONS 
Thanet (0843).821440 


& ora KID ¥ 


* Couey BVO - 
- FIDDLE AND GUTEAR 


FOR THE UNIQUE COUNTRY 
SOUND OF 


GRAHAM 
BROUG 


Telephone 
061 962 3268 
or 
Manifold Promotions 
Darley Dale 
4625/4821 


E&S 
ENTERTAINMENTS 
ARTIST 


The RODEO western store brings you 
a range of western clothing for you and 
your lady. Top brands such as H Bar C, 
Acme, Tony Lama & Stetson. Navajo 
jewellery, reb flags, you name it. 
RODEO - part of the scene. 


BOOKING 
A SHOW IN THE SOUTH 


WE CAN HELP 
WITH 
— ALL — 
requirements 
WHOLE SHOWS A SPECIALITY 
country/cabaret 
Telephone 0703 550050 


381 South Road. 
Walkley. 

Sheffield 6. 

Tel: 0742/ 330230. 
Catalogue 50p. 

Just 10 min. from the M1. 


0532-33579 -684529 —0423-58081 


AGENCY 


BRITAINS 
MOST 
IN DEMAND 


Desperate 
Dan’s 


COUNTRY 
BAND 


Telephone 
Kettering (0536) 84470 


Touring Nationwide. 
Now Also Available as 
an Exciting Full Band 


All Enquiries JO MILLS, 
24 Bankwood Road, 
SHEFFIELD S14 ILT 
0742 641796 (24 hour) 


0522 685507 


ARTISTS ARE 
YOU GETTING 
YOUR SHARE 
OF BOOKINS? 


Have you got a full diary, all 
the work you want for this 
coming year? No! Well isn’t 
it time to let bookers know 
about your availability. 


You can do that the whole 
year round with C.M.R.U. 
Directory Ads. The cheapest 
and most effective form of 
keeping your name in the 
public eye! 

It can cost you as little 

as £2.50 per week... 


IS 


Telephone 0522 685507 
and ask for Roy Edwards 


THIS SPACE 
COULD BE 
WORKING 
FOR YOU 


TELEPHONE 
0522 685507 


DIRECTORY ADVERTS KEEP YOUR NAME OUT FRONT THE WHOLE YEAR 
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A1 CMC 
Pavilion Matlock Bath 
Derby 
077 385 3168 


(Monthly) 


15 Little Ginny 
in concert with 
Naden Bros. 
Graham Broughton 


Anglia 


COLCHESTER CMC 
Woods Leisure Centre 
Braiswick Colchester 


(1st & 3rd Thursday) 


5 Shiloh 
19 Mustang 


Border Counties 


LAZYACRE CMC 
Lord Hill Hotel 
Abbey Foregate 
Shrewsbury 
Shropshire 


2 Gambler 
Keith Manifold 
16 Naden Bros.. 
Johnny Spencer 
Sarah 
29 Day Trip to Kyre Park Festival 
30 Wildwind 
Saddletramps 
Resident host: Tony Best 


East Midlands 


CADES COUNTY CMC 
Shireoaks MW 
Shireoaks 

Nr Worksop Notts 
(Weekly Friday) 


& Miles & Bridget 
13° Springfield 
20 Tony Goodacre 
27 “Ann & Ray Brett 


COUNTRYMAN 
Newtown Nr Longnor 
Nr Buxton Derbys 
(Weekly Saturdays) 


7 Mike Lawrence & 

West Texas Outlaws 
Gordon Lemondine 

15 Please note: Sunday show 
J.R Taylor 
The Bryans 

21 Bofs Country Swing Band 
Vince Clayton 

28 Freightline Country Band 
Steve Darren Duo 

29 Dave Curtis 
Polo Duo 


FOX & GOOSE CMC 
London Road 
Coalville Leicester 
(Weekly) 


2 Paradox 
9 Double Eagle 
16 J.C. Gwen & Mountain Dew 


23 «*T.B.A. 
30 Teepee 


GOLDEN WEST CMC 
Carpenters Arms 
Fenton Nr Torksey 


8 Barry Johns 
15 Misty Mountain 
22 Strawberry Wine Duo 
29 Frankie McVay 


LEICESTER CMC 
The Jesters Lounge 
The Braunstone 
Narborough Road 
Leicester (Weekly) 


4 Kentucky County 
11 ‘Collier Dixon Line 
18 Florida Sun 
25 Mary Miller & Pennine Express 


RENEGADES CMC 
Town Hall Wirksworth 
Derbyshire 

(3 Weekly Saturday) 


14 Dave Bryan 
Pat & Roger Johns 
plus The Bryans Duo 


Greater London 


COCKNEY CMC 

Invicta Club Burnham Road 
Dartford Kent 

(Monthly) 


20 Yorkie 


BUFFALO CMC 
Blacksmiths Arms 
Thornwood Common 
Epping Essex 
(Weekly Monday) 


2 Spinning Wheel 

9 Hard Lines 
16 Rusty & The Wild Bunch 
23 The Muskrats 
30 Moonshine 


HARROW CMC 
Wealdstone FC 
Station Road 
Harrow Middlesex 
(Weekly Thursday) 


5 Pinkertons Assorted Colours 
12 Spellbound 
19 Highway Shoes 
26 Rye Whiskey Road Band 
30 Bank Holiday Monday: 
Yellowstone Picnic Band 


KRS COUNTRY 

Kodak Hall 

Headstone Drive 
Wealdstone Middlesex 


(Monthly Saturday) 
7 Frank Jennings Syndicate 


RIVERSIDE CMC 
Hertford Town FC 
West Street Hertford 


(Weekly Tuesday) 


3 Rusty & Wild Bunch 
10 Johnny Young Four 
17 The Muskrats 
24 George Moody & 

The Country Squires 
31 TBA. 


RUSTLERS RETREAT 
The Rayners 

Rayners Lane Harrow 
(Weekly) 


1 Emeralds 

8 Country Tracks 
15 Tommy Keenan 
22 Tee-Pee 
29 Santa Fe 


THE GROSVENOR ROOMS 

Walm Lane 

London NW2 

(Opposite Willesden Green Tube) 
(Weekly Friday) 


6 Indigo Lady 

Stewert Brothers 

13 Cuttin’ Loose 
Gringo 

20 Emerald 
The Kenny Fender Band 

27 Tony Goodacre 
The James Town Ferry Band 


North Country 


BIG WHEEL CMC 
Eastmoor WMC 
Jacob's Well Lane 
Stanley Road 
Wakefield 


4 Tony Best Duo 
11 The Naden Bros. 
18 Dave Curtis 
25 Bob McKinlay & 

Dixie Fried 


BURNABY STREET WMC 
Burnaby Street 
Sheffield 6 


28 Benny Lee & Deuce 


HORBURY VICTORY CLUB 

A642 Wakefield To Huddersfield 
Horbury 

Nr. Wakefield 

(Weekly Fridays) 


6 Ken James Trio 
13 Square Dance With Al Green 
20 Stackworth County 
27—«*T.B.A. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP, 


P COUNTRY 


064 RAILWAY CMC 
Anlaby Road 

Hull 

(Weekly Fridays) 


6 J.R. Taylor 
13 Strawberry Wine 
20 Campbell & Reid 
27 Dale Green & Ken 


THE CHEQUERS INN 
Bishop Thornton 

Nr Harrogate 

(Weekly Wednesdays) 


4 Chuck Layburn Band 
11 Homestead Duo 
18 Gordie West Duo 
25 Strawberry Wine 


T.L. RANCH 

Castleford Trades & Labour Club 
Oxford Street 

Castleford 

(Weekly Sundays) 


1 Natchez Trace 

8 Tulsa Time 
15 Midnight Express 
22 Wild Bill’s Country Band 
29 Naden Brothers 


TUMBLING SHACK CMC 
Greenfield WMC 
Dunsville 

Doncaster 

S. Yorkshire 

(approx. every 6 weeks) 


10 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried 


THE SUN INN 
Norwood 

Nr Otley 

(Weekly Thursday) 


5 Gordie West Duo 
12 Chuck Fowler Band 
19 Bob McKinlay Duo 
26 Jenny Peters 


YORK CMC 

The Winning Post Hotel 
Bishopthorpe Road 
York 

(Weekly) 


5 Wild Bill Sykes Band 
12 John Aston 

19 American Expression 
26 West Virginia 


North Wales 


TUMBLEDOWNWIND CMC 
Royal Victoria Hotel 
Llanberis 

Gwynedd 

(Fornightly Thursday) 


5 Gambler 
19 Dark Hollow 


North West 


HIGH LANE CMC 
Disley Lancs 


(Weekly Saturday) 


- 7 Natchez Trace 

14 Jeannie & Steppin’ Stone 
21 John Aston Trio 

28 J.J. Grant Country Band 


RUSTLERS CMC 

Little Lever Labour Club 
Nr Bolton 

Lancs 

(Weekly Fridays) 


6 Jack Rabbit 
13 Dark Hollow 
20 Lenjo Bros. 
27 Western Express 


WELCOME CMC 
Greyhound Hotel 
East Lancashire Road 
Leigh Lancs 
(Weekly) 


1 West Coast 
8 Keith Manifold 
Pat & Roger Johns 
15 Western Union 
22 R.G. Rogue Band 
29 Kelly Howard & Canadian Club 


WESTERN CMC 

ST Thomas’ Cons.. Club 
Hindley Street 
Stockport’ 

(Weekly) 

061 483 9532 


1 Free Spirit Band 
8 Belinda & Band Wagon 
15 Tony Best Show 
plus Sarah 
22 Dave McQueen & Montana 
29° West Virginia 


Scotland 


ABERDEEN C&W CLUB 
Hotel Metro 

17 Market Street 
Aberdeen 

(Every Tuesday) 


3 Sundown Country 
10 George Moody & Country Squires 
17. Cotton Gin 
24 Chris Beckett & Expression 
31. Patsy Powell & The Goodtimers 


ELGIN C&W CLUB 
St Leonards Hotel 
Elgin 
(Fortnightly) 


11 George Moody & Country Squires 
25 American Expression 


INVERNESS C&W CLUB 
Ailsa Suite 
Inverness Ice Rink 


3 Country Edition 
Mike Devine 
10 Tracy Wells & Country Jays 
17 Jacky & Frenz 
24 Tony Best. Sarah Jory 
Gambler 
31 American Expression 


TUCSON C&W CLUB 
Astoria Ballroom 
Abbeymount 

Edinburgh 

(Fortnightly Wednesday) 


4 George Moody & Country Squires 
11 Mirage 
25 Steel Driven 
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WAYFARERS C&W CLUB 
Wayfarers Inn 
Markinch Fife 


(Weekly) 


5 Slokum 
8 Marry Miller & 
Pennine Express 
12 Bandits 
19 Carmel & Country Pride 
26 Phoenix III 


‘The Lomond Centre’ 
Glenrothes. Fife 
(all ticket night) 
28 Legend 
Dallas Girls 


Southern 


B&V CMC 

The Walnut Tree Club 
Wharf Road 
Gillingham 

(Weekly Wednesday) 


4 Country Tracks 
11 «~Baktrack 

18 Pinto 

25 Cherokee 


OUTLAWS RETREAT CMC 

Old M&D Social Club 

(above Dragon Boat Restaurant) 
Military Road 

Chatham 

(Weekly Saturday) 


CHICHESTER CMC 
St Georges Hall 
Whyke 
(Fortnightly) 


13 Country Fresh 
28 Bob Bramley & California Sunset 


TRIANGLE CMC 
Chilham Village Hall 
Nr Canterbury 

Kent 


2 Cherokee Country Band 
21 Tangie County 
28 ‘Obsons Choice 


TRIPLE 'C’ C&W CLUB 
Perrys” 

Evendons Lane 
Wokingham 

Berks 

(Weekly Thursdays) 


5 Santa Fe 
12 Hickory Lake 
19 Marston Ferry 
26 Hobo 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC 
Millbrook School 
Maybush 

Southampton 

(Every Saturday) 


7 Indigo Lady 
14 Jefferson County 
21 Peter Mason Band 
28 Ed Nix & Busted 


South Midlands 


COLT 45 CLUB 

Osberton Radiators Social Club 
Frenchay Road 

Oxford 

tel: Oxford 61969 


20 Tommy Keenan 
Bucks County 
plus 
Maria O'Brian & Flicka 


EVESHAM C&W CLUB 
Marine Ballroom 
Bridge Street 
Evesham 

Worcs. 

(Monthly) 


7 The Ellie Scott Band 
14 Frank Jennings Syndicate 
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TREBLE ‘C’ CMC 
Victoria Oakley Centre 
West Street 
Crewe Cheshire 


(Monthly) 


14 Misty Mountain 
plus 
West Virginia 


WHITE HORSE CMC 
Village Hail 
Burbage Wilts 


13 Gambler 
Sarah 
Tony Best 


West Way CMC 
Witney Town FC 
Oxon 

(Every Sunday) 
tel: Witney 3065 


1 Denver Gold 

8 Patsy Powell & Goodtimers 
15 Bandalero 
22 Les Mitchell & Southern Knights 
29 Hickory Lake 


Tyne @ Wear 


BORDER CMC 

Kings Arms Hotel 
Berwick on Tweed 
(Monthly 2nd Tuesday) 


10 3rd Anniversary Night 
Colorado 
Cody 
The Dickman Duo 


West Country 


CACTUS CMC 
Croscombe Club 
Croscombe 

Nr Wells 
Somerset 
(Weekly Mondays) 


2 Bob Newman & Friend 
9 Gambler 

16 Chester 

23 «*T.B.A 

30 T.BA 


SMOKESTACK CMC 
Heatherton Grange Hotel 
Bradford-on-Tone 
Taunton 

Somerset 

(Weekly Tuesday) 


3 Bob Newman Band 
10 Gambler 

17. Chester 

24 Pete Mason Band 
31 Jess Clanton 


West Midlands 


MOONRAKER CMC : 
272 Huntington Terrace Road 
Chadsmoor 

Cannock 

Staffs 

(Weekly Saturday) 


7 Bobby & Late Show 
14 Desperado 
21 Patsy Powell & Goodtimers 
28 West Virginia 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
Woodfield S&S Club 

Woodfield Avenue (off Penn Rd) 
Wolverhampton 

West Midlands 

(Saturdays) 


14 Patsy Powell & Goodtimers 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC 
The Hollybush 

Penn Road 
Wolverhampton 
(Weekly) 


1 Saddletramps 

8 KenHarris & Playboys 
15 Phil Brady & The Ranchei 
22 Shiloh 
29 Barbary Coast 


(Thursdays) 
26 Dave Bryans Moonshine 


